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A Time of Prayer and Praise in the Midst of a Storm for Houston and Texas 
August 26/27, 2017 

 
Special thanks to Dr. Jerry Webber and The Center team for preparing this outline.  Other prayers are included for 
your family.  Please pray for our city, our families, our state, and our church. 
 
Scripture Reading                    Psalm 46 
     1 God is our refuge and strength,  
       an ever-present help in trouble.  

    2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way  
       and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,  

    3 though its waters roar and foam  
       and the mountains quake with their surging.   

    4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  
       the holy place where the Most High dwells.  

    5 God is within her, she will not fall;  
       God will help her at break of day.  

    6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;  
        God’s voice is lifted up, the earth melts.  

    7 The LORD Almighty is with us;  
       the God of Jacob is our fortress.   

    8 Come and see the works of the LORD,  
       the desolations God has brought on the earth.  

    9 God makes wars cease to the ends of the earth;  
       God breaks the bow and shatters the spear,  
       God burns the shields with fire.  

    10 "Be still, and know that I am God;  
       I will be exalted among the nations,  
       I will be exalted in the earth."  

    11 The LORD Almighty is with us;  
       the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 
Prayer 

God, You have been our help and stronghold through all generations. Today You are still God. 
We worship You and give You thanks for the many ways you have upheld us and strengthened 
us. Look with mercy upon all Your children who face times of difficulty. Be for all of us a Good 
Shepherd who watches over the flock. Amen. 
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Song                          ”Holy, Holy, Holy” 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
 

Sharing Our Thankfulness 
(Take a moment to share what you are grateful for. If you are in a group, allow anyone who wants 
to speak a word to share their gratitude. Perhaps you would want to complete this sentence: I am 
thankful to God for . . .) 
 
 

Psalm Reading                             Psalm 40:1 – 3 
     1 I waited patiently for the LORD;  
       God turned to me and heard my cry.  

    2 The Lord lifted me out of the slimy pit,  
       out of the mud and mire;  
       God set my feet on a rock  
       and gave me a firm place to stand.  

    3 My God put a new song in my mouth,  
       a hymn of praise to our God.  
       Many will see and fear  
       and put their trust in the LORD. 

 
Song                                        ”Spirit of the Living God” 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
 

Gospel Reading                          Matthew 14:22 – 33 
    22Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowd. 23After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself 
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat was already a considerable distance 
from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.  
    25During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26When the 
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in 
fear.  
    27But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid."  
    28"Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water."  
    29"Come," he said.  
   Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30But when he saw 
the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!"  
    31Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you 
doubt?"  
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    32And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33Then those who were in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." 

 
Sharing Together 

Share with others around these questions:  
 In what ways have you seen Jesus walking through the storm of recent days? 
 How has Jesus been present to you through this storm? 
 What “boat” are you sitting in right now? 
 As Jesus invited Peter out of the boat, what is the invitation of Jesus to you today? 

 
 

  Song                            “Amazing Grace” 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 
 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed. 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
 
The Lord has promised good to me, 
His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be, 
As long as life endures. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
 
Benediction 

God, as You have brought us through peril to this day, we ask for Your continual strength and 
peace. Sustain us, O God, for You are our Provider. Give us eyes that are alert and hearts that 
are attentive to the struggles and difficulties of our neighbors. Give courage to our hands and 
feet as we move into places of difficulty as the Body of Christ. As You abide with us today, so 
abide with us through the days to come, guiding our steps, fortifying our hearts, and illumining 
our minds. We praise You, for You only are God. Amen. 
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From Rev. Andy Noel, our District Superintendent 
 

“O God of the wind, the storm, and the sea, our God who delivered the Israelites from slavery through 
the sea to dry land, the One who made covenant through the sign of the rainbow, prepare our hearts, our 
minds, and our hands for the storm ahead. As the rains come down incessantly, fill our spirits with the image of 
your bountiful grace always falling on our souls; as waters rise, keep us safe within our homes, and remind us 
to seek the higher ground of your abounding grace. For those without homes, through the resources of those 
who are privileged to have homes, let those without find refuge in shelters and in those bold enough to open 
their own homes. Keep our eyes focused on the rainbow, which is a symbol of the hope of a promised day 
ahead. We give thanks for all of the emergency agencies of your grace who see us through the storm and 
provide recovery in the days and weeks ahead. It is in your strength that we find our strength. Amen.” 
 
 
A Litany from Rev. Jacob Breeze, Holy Family Community Pastor 
 
P S A L M   124 
When the storms of life are raging, stand by me. 
If the Lord hadn’t been for us— 
let Israel now repeat!— 
if the Lord hadn’t been for us, 
when those people attacked us 
then they would have swallowed us up whole 
with their rage burning against us! 
Then the waters would have drowned us; 
the torrent would have come over our necks; 
then the raging waters would have come over our necks! 
When the storms of life are raging, stand by me. 
Bless the Lord 
because he didn’t hand us over 
like food for our enemies’ teeth! 
We escaped like a bird from the hunters’ trap; 
the trap was broken so we escaped! 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
When the storms of life are raging, stand by me. 
 


