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Sermon Summary 

 

Hurricane Harvey presented our city with seemingly impossible challenges, much like the disciples who were 

faced with overwhelming hunger in the Galilean crowd gathered around Jesus. And yet, just as Jesus 

empowered the disciples to feed more than 5,000 hungry people, Houstonians continue to step out in faith to 

help make our neighbors secure and sheltered. When the mission seems impossible, Jesus reminds us that “with 

God all things are possible.” 

 

 

 
Houston has come a long way since we rushed to donate supplies in the aftermath of Harvey. At Chapelwood, students 

jumped in to help. This week, the Student Ministry summer mission called Summit, is staying home to serve. 

 

S-SCRIPTURE 

13-14 
When Jesus got the news, he slipped away by boat to an out-of-the-way place by himself. But 

unsuccessfully—someone saw him and the word got around. Soon a lot of people from the nearby villages 

walked around the lake to where he was. When he saw them coming, he was overcome with pity and healed 
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their sick. 
15 

Toward evening the disciples approached him. “We’re out in the country and it’s getting late. 

Dismiss the people so they can go to the villages and get some supper.” 
16 

But Jesus said, “There is no need to 

dismiss them. You give them supper.” 
17 

“All we have are five loaves of bread and two fish,” they said. 
18-

21 
Jesus said, “Bring them here.” Then he had the people sit on the grass. He took the five loaves and two fish, 

lifted his face to heaven in prayer, blessed, broke, and gave the bread to the disciples. The disciples then gave 

the food to the congregation. They all ate their fill. They gathered twelve baskets of leftovers. About five 

thousand were fed. (Matthew 14:13-21- The Message)  

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  

(Matthew 19:26 - NIV) 

W-WHAT  
(What Does It Mean?) 

Take some time to read all of Matthew 14. There you will discover the news that Jesus received. His cousin and 

colleague, John the Baptist, had been brutally murdered by Herod, who had him beheaded. As N.T. Wright 

states in Matthew for Everyone, Part One, “He had lost him in a manner that must have warned Jesus what lay 

ahead for him, too.” Imagine yourself in this story. Think back to the most recent time when you were 

extremely sad and grieving. What do you do when you are at your lowest?  How do you cope?   

 

Jesus tried to get away and be alone – to pray, to reflect, and not be bothered. Perhaps you have needed time 

like this, too.  As he pulled away, the crowd found him and invaded his privacy. Notice Jesus’ reaction. “He 

was filled with pity and acted toward them by healing the sick among them.” (v. 14) “And his reaction is not 

anger or frustration, but compassion. He translates his sorrow over John and perhaps his sorrow over himself, 

into sorrow for them. Before the outward and visible works of power, healing the sick, comes the inward and 

invisible work of power, in which Jesus transforms his own feelings into love for those in need,” Wright, p. 186. 

We have other examples from Scripture of this kind of spiritual maturity. Think of David, who “strengthened 

himself in the Lord,” when being pursued by his enemies. Remember Mary, who “pondered these things in her 

heart,” when she was confused about God’s plan for her. Recall Paul, who wrote, “I can do all things through 

Him who strengthens me,” from his prison cell. God shows us through many examples that his power starts 

working first in our hearts and minds before we outwardly exhibit good works in His name. 

 

(What Can I Obey?) 

 Read the passage again slowly. Notice Jesus’ interaction with the disciples. How do they express their concern 

for the crowd? Giving the people time to go and buy food is not a bad idea and Jesus receives their suggestion; 

but Jesus has a better one: “You give them something to eat.” He takes what little they have, which they 

willingly offer, and multiplies it into more than enough.  

 

Try applying the steps in the story to a real-life situation. Take time to answer the following questions.   

1. Who needs your help?  
2. What ideas do you have for meeting that need?  
3. What other resources can you call upon to meet this need?  
4. Present the need and your best ideas to the Lord in prayer. Wait on Him to multiply your effort. As you 

begin to hear from God, be ready to act. 

 

A-APPLY 

What situation, person, or societal need has recently captured your attention? Perhaps, like our youth group 

serving this week, Harvey victims come to mind. Big needs call for faith-filled action. In the early days after 

Harvey, most people who could do so offered something – clothes, a place to stay, meals, supplies, money, 

assistance with mucking out. Little did we know the breadth and depth of the need and certainly we did not 
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know the outpouring of help that was to come. N.T. Wright’s commentary on the miracle of the loaves and 

fishes could have been written for the story of Hurricane Harvey. “This is how it works whenever someone is 

close enough to Jesus to catch a glimpse of what he’s doing and how they could help. We blunder in with our 

ideas. We offer, uncomprehending, what little we have. Jesus takes ideas, loaves and fishes, money, a sense of 

humour, time, energy, talents, love, artistic gifts, skill with words, quickness of eyes or fingers, whatever we 

have to offer. He holds them before his father with prayer and blessing. Then, breaking them so they are ready 

for use, he gives them back to us to give to those who need them. And now they are both ours and not ours. 

They are both what we had in mind and not what we had in mind. It is part of genuine Christian service, at 

whatever level, that we look on in amazement to see what God has done with the bits and pieces we dug out of 

our meagre resources to offer to him.”   

 

P-PRAYER 

 
Dear God, we want to be more like Jesus – compassionate, creative, confident, and abundantly able to help our 

fellow humans. Thank you for his example and encouragement and ability to feed the hungry in our midst. 

Bless our students and adult leaders serving in the Summit Mission Team in Houston this week. We pray in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
(This material is written by Teresa Rossy, adapted from various commentaries and sources cited above. It is intended to be supplemental and not 

necessarily to reflect the thought or intent of the preacher of the day.) 

 

Next week’s Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:1-23. Click the links below to access the sermon audio, 

video, and other helps. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TO CATCH THE SERMON AND OTHER HELPS 

 
Click here to listen to the audio version. 

 

 

Click here to watch the video version.  

 

 

 

Text “sermon” to 555-888 to receive snippets from the sermon Monday-Friday. 

 

E-mail lfrost@chapelwood.org to receive the “Going Beyond the Sermon” in your inbox. 

 

 

 Click here to learn more about Bible S.W.A.P., a simple method to encounter Scripture. 
 

https://vimeo.com/channels/chapelwood
http://www.chapelwoodonline.org/podcast/052018.mp3
https://vimeo.com/channels/chapelwood
mailto:lfrost@chapelwood.org
http://www.chapelwood.org/am-site/media/pdfhow-to-swap-a-simple-method-for-bible-encounterrevised.pdf
http://www.chapelwoodonline.org/podcast/052018.mp3

