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TO CATCH THE SERMON 
 

Click here to listen to the audio-only version. (Good for when you’re in the car or 

doing something else.) 

 

 

Click here to watch the video version. (Includes the scripture, special music, and      

video of the sermon.) 

 

If you would like to receive short daily snippets from the sermon to help you live 

out your faith Monday-Friday, text “sermon” to 555-888. If you would like to 

receive the “Going Beyond the Sermon” tool delivered to your inbox each week, 

simply e-mail bjohnson@chapelwood.org. 

 

SCRIPTURE 

 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 

devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him 

in his arms and praised God, saying, 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in 

the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 

Israel.” 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling 

and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts 

of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” (Luke 2:25-35, NRSV) 

 

SUMMARY 
 

SERIES: “Mas” is “more” in Spanish. This series looks at how we can get “more” out of 

Christmas. 

 

SERMON: Simeon tells of his unexpected encounter with his Savior in the temple. In this infant 

boy, Simeon comes to recognize not only the Messiah, but also fulfilled - and yet to be fulfilled -

prophecy.  

 

http://www.chapelwood.org/sermon
http://www.chapelwoodonline.org/podcast/122417.mp3
https://vimeo.com/channels/chapelwood
mailto:bjohnson@chapelwood.org
http://www.chapelwoodonline.org/podcast/122417.mp3
https://vimeo.com/channels/chapelwood


2 

 

COMMENTS  
 

 
 

Luke has now sketched the outline of a picture. What story will he tell, and what sparkle will he 

give it? 

 

The picture is of Jesus as the true world ruler: the Lord, the Messiah, the savior, the real 

king of the world instead of Caesar. How easy it would be to fill in this picture in glowing, 

royal colors, giving us a sense of future glory, world dominion, power and majesty. 

 

But no, Luke does the opposite. He chooses somber colors; and the more he fills in the picture 

the more we realize that this is a different sort of kingdom to that of Caesar Augustus. It is 

indeed what God had promised; but, not for the last time, Luke is warning us that it doesn’t look 

like what people had expected. 

 

In particular, this is becoming a story about suffering. Simeon is waiting for God to comfort 

Israel. Anna (who appears in the story after our scripture today) is in touch with the people who 

are waiting for the redemption of Israel. They are both living in a world of patient hope, where 

suffering has become a way of life. It now appears that God’s appointed redeemer will deal with 

this suffering by sharing it himself. Simeon speaks dark words about opposition, and about a 

sword that will pierce Mary’s heart as well. 

 

So this, Luke is saying, is what happens when the kingdom of God confronts the kingdom 

of the world. Luke invites us to watch, throughout the story he telling, as the prophecies come 

true. Mary will look on in dismay as her son is rejected by the very city to which he offered the 

way of peace, by the very people he had come to rescue. Finally, the child who is, as Simeon 

says, ‘placed here to make many in Israel fall and rise again’, himself passes through death and 

into resurrection, taking with him the hopes and fears of the city, the nation and the world. 

 

But if Luke is coloring in the picture with the dark notes of suffering, he is also showing that the 

kingdom brought by this baby is not for Israel only, but for the whole world. Simeon had 

grasped the truth at the heart of the Old Testament (which, Luke is careful to note, Jesus and his 

parents fulfilled): when Israel’s history comes to its God-ordained goal, then at last light will 
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dawn for the world. All the nations, not just the Jews, will see what God is unveiling – a plan of 

salvation for all people without distinction. This will be the true glory of Israel itself, to have 

been the bearer of promise, the nation in and from whom the true world ruler would arise: ‘A 

light for revelation to the nations, and glory for your people Israel.’ This is not the sort of 

revelation the world was expecting, and not the sort of glory Israel wanted, but true revelation 

and true glory none the less. 

 

Luke adds yet another human dimension to the story. By the time the first two chapters are 

finished, almost all his readers will have found someone in the story with whom they can 

identify. We have met the older couple surprised to have a child at last. We have seen the young 

girl even more surprised to have a child so soon, and her husband coming with her to the 

Temple, offering the specified sacrifice. The next section will feature Jesus himself on the 

threshold of young adult life. Now, in this passage, we have the old man and woman, waiting 

their turn to die, worshipping God night and day and praying for the salvation of his people. 

Luke wants to draw readers of every age and stage of life into his picture. No matter who or 

where you are, the story of Jesus, from the feeding-trough in Bethlehem to the empty tomb 

and beyond, can become your story. 

 

In becoming your story, it will become your vocation. Everybody has their own role in God’s 

plan. For some, it will be active, obvious, working in the public eye, perhaps preaching the 

gospel or taking the love of God to meet the practical needs of the world. For others, it will be 

quiet, away from public view, praying faithfully for God to act in fulfilment of his promises. For 

many, it will be a mixture of the two, sometimes one, sometimes the other. Mary and Joseph 

needed Simeon and Anna at that moment; the old man and old woman needed them, had been 

waiting for them, and now thanked God for them. The births of John the Baptist and Jesus are 

already beginning their work, of drawing people of all sorts into new worship and fellowship. 

 

QUOTES OF THE DAY 

 
1. “No matter who or where you are, the story of Jesus, from the feeding-trough in Bethlehem to 

the empty tomb and beyond, can become your story. In becoming your story, it will become your 

vocation. Everybody has their own role in God’s plan.” (N. T. Wright) 

 

2. “As I stood there holding that little child, looking into his face, I remembered another 

prophecy from Isaiah. He said, ‘A little child shall lead them.’ A little child. Not a great warrior. 

Not a king like our great King David. Not a warrior Messiah. A little child. This little child! Not 

someone who would save us from suffering; but one who would save us through suffering.” 

(Simeon, as portrayed by Bob Johnson) 

 

CALL TO ACTION  
 

Light 

 

Bishop N. T. Wright says, “By the time the first two chapters (of Luke’s gospel) are finished, 

almost all his readers will have found someone in the story with whom they can identify. We have 

met the older couple surprised to have a child at last. We have seen the young girl even more 
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surprised to have a child so soon, and her husband coming with her to the Temple, offering the 

specified sacrifice. The next section will feature Jesus himself on the threshold of young adult 

life. Now, in this passage, we have the old man and woman, waiting their turn to die, 

worshipping God night and day and praying for the salvation of his people. Luke wants to draw 

readers of every age and stage of life into his picture. No matter who or where you are, the story 

of Jesus, from the feeding-trough in Bethlehem to the empty tomb and beyond, can become your 

story.” With which character in Luke’s story do you most identify? Why? 

 

Deeper 

 

Bishop Wright says, “No matter who or where you are, the story of Jesus, from the feeding-

trough in Bethlehem to the empty tomb and beyond, can become your story. In becoming your 

story, it will become your vocation. Everybody has their own role in God’s plan.” “Vocation” 

derives from the Latin word, “vocare,” meaning “to call.” Ask someone you trust what gifts they 

see in you. Talk with that person about how these gifts might help you identify your “call” from 

God.  

 

Deepest 

 

Drawing on the writings of Bishop N. T. Wright, the character Simeon in today’s sermon says, 

Jesus is “not someone who would save us from suffering; but one who would save us through 

suffering.” Jesus would later say, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me daily.” (Luke 9:23) Based on these 

descriptions, are you a Jesus follower? What can you do today to demonstrate your willingness 

to become one? 

 

READ NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE  
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 

 

PRAYER  

 
Lord, like Simeon, I long to see your glory and be a true Jesus follower. Help me 

learn to deny myself, take up my cross daily, and follow you. Wherever and 

however you lead. I expect to be surprised like Simeon was. Amen. 

 
 
(This material is written by Rev. Bob Johnson, Executive Pastor of Discipleship, based upon commentary by N. T. Wright,  
the retired Anglican Bishop of Durham and now Research Professor of New Testament and Early Christianity at St Mary’s 

College in the University of St Andrews in Scotland. .It does not necessarily reflect the thought or intent of the preacher of 

the day.) 
 

 


