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TO CATCH THE SERMON 

 
Click here to listen to the audio-only version. (Good for when you’re in the car or 
doing something else.) 
 

 
Click here to watch the video version. (Includes the scripture, special music, and      
video of the sermon.) 

 
If you would like to receive short daily snippets from the sermon to help you live 
out your faith Monday-Friday, text “sermon” to 555-888. If you would like to 

receive the “Going Beyond the Sermon” tool delivered to your inbox each week, 
simply e-mail bjohnson@chapelwood.org. 
 

Bible S.W.A.P. – A Simple Method of Encounter with the Sermon Text  
 

 
 

S-SCRIPTURE 
 
7 The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your 
prayers. 8 Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. 
9 Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 10 Like good stewards of the manifold 
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grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 11 Whoever speaks 
must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength 
that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong 
the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:7-10, NRSV) 
 
29 Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is 
need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. (Ephesians 4:29, NRSV) 
 
W-WHAT  
 
(WHAT DOES IT MEAN)? 
 
Sermon Summary 
 
What is encouragement and why is it such an important topic in the Bible? If we want to 
maintain healthy families, marriages, friendships, and workplaces, we must learn to 
represent the highest ideals of our faith through encouragement of others. We can’t wait 
until it’s deserved or asked for, but we must take the initiative when things are difficult or even 
uncertain. Some people may call it: giving support, to cheer the soul, to uplift, to inspire, to 
motivate or even to vitalize…whatever we decide to call it, encouragement is a spiritual gift that 
has far reaching powers. The Bible gives wonderful examples of a life fully lived under the 
practice of encouragement. If we want to transform relationships around us, we must learn 
to become Godly encouragers. 
 
Scripture Commentary 
 
We are not the first Christians seeking to be faithful to the call to center our lives around the 
gospel. In fact, we arrive at the end of a long line of Christians seeking to walk in obedience to 
these ancient words of scripture. 
 
Therefore, for today’s GBS, rather than turn to modern commentators, I draw instead upon the 
wisdom of some ancient ones as they interpret these words from 1 Peter: 
 
(4:8) Love Covers a Multitude of Sins 
 

• Love Unites Us to God. Clement of Rome (died 99, also known as Saint Clement of 
Rome, was Bishop of Rome from 88 to his death in 99. His Letter to the Corinthians is 
one of the most important documents of post-apostolic times.): “Love unites us to God. 
Love hides a multitude of sins. Love puts up with everything and is always patient. There 
is nothing vulgar about love, nothing arrogant.… Without love, nothing can please God.” 
(Letter to the Corinthians 49) 
 

• Love Casts Out Fear. Ambrose of Milan (c. 333 – 397, was a bishop of Milan and 
teacher of Augustine who became one of the most influential ecclesiastical figures of the 
4th century. He defended the divinity of the Holy Spirit and the perpetual virginity of 
Mary.): “The one who sins does not love, for love covers a multitude of sins. Love cuts 
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out the desire to sin, and since it also casts out fear, it is obviously full of perfect faith.” 
(Letters to Priests 48) 

 
• Love Conquers Sin. Leo the Great (c. 400 - 461, also known as Saint Leo the Great, was 

Pope from 440 to his death in 461, influential at the Council of Chalcedon in 451. Pope 
Benedict XVI said that Leo's papacy "...was undoubtedly one of the most important in the 
Church's history."): “Nothing is stronger against the wiles of the devil, dearly beloved, 
than the kindness, mercy and generosity of love, through which every sin is either 
avoided or conquered.” (Sermons 74.5) 

 
• Hold Unfailing Your Love for One Another. The Venerable Bede (c. 672/3-735, one of 

the most learned men of his time, he was put under the care of and educated by English 
Benedictine monks at the age of seven at the monastery of St. Peter and its companion 
monastery of St. Paul, in which he became a monk himself, in the Kingdom of 
Northumbria of the Angles): “There are many good works which alleviate sins, but Peter 
speaks especially of love, because it is by love that we forgive those who trespass against 
us, something which is righteous in the sight of God and in full agreement with the 
godliness which has been given to us.” (On 1 Peter) 

 
(4:9) Be hospitable to one another without complaining 
 

• Receive Your Neighbor as If Christ. Chrysostom (c. 349 - 407, Archbishop of 
Constantinople, his name means "golden-mouthed" in Greek and denotes his celebrated 
eloquence, honored as a saint in the Oriental Orthodox, Eastern Orthodox, Catholic, and 
Anglican churches, as well as in some others. Known for his attacks on Christian laxity in 
high places.): “If you receive your neighbor as though he were Christ, you will not 
complain or feel embarrassed but rather rejoice in your service. But if you do not receive 
him as if he were Christ, you will not receive Christ either, because he said: ‘Whoever 
receives you, receives me.’ If you do not show hospitality in this way, you will have no 
reward. Abraham received passers-by and travelers just as they were. He did not leave 
them to his servants. On the contrary, he ordered his wife to bring flour, even though he 
had domestic help. But he and his wife wanted to earn the blessing, not only of 
hospitality but of service also. This is how we ought to show hospitality, by doing all the 
work ourselves, so that we may be sanctified.” (Catena) 

 
• Without Grumbling. Theophylact of Ohrid (c. 1050 - 1108, Byzantine archbishop of 

Ohrid in what is now Bulgaria. Drawing on earlier works, he wrote commentaries on 
several Old Testament books and all of the New Testament except Revelation): “Note 
that when Peter mentions love he immediately goes on to talk about offering hospitality 
without grumbling. That is a sure sign of what love is.” (Commentary on 1 Peter) 

 
(4:10) Serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received 
 

• As Each Has Received a Gift. Augustine (354-430, Bishop of Hippo and a voluminous 
writer on Christian topics. He formulated Western doctrines of predestination and 
original sin): “God has granted to each of us the special graces needed for the upbuilding 
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of his church, so that we will do what he has indicated should be done, not only without 
complaint but with joy.” (On Christian Doctrine 1.15) 

 
• Employ It for Another. Braulio of Saragossa (c. 585 - 651, Bishop of Saragossa and 

noted writer of the Visigothic renaissance): “Our creator and dispenser so orders all 
things that love is increased when the divine gifts which one does not see in himself are 
bestowed to be possessed by another. Thus the manifold grace of God is well dispensed 
when the gift received is believed to belong also to the one who does not have it and 
when it is believed to have been given for the sake of him with whom it is shared.” 
(Letters 5) 
 

• As Good Stewards of God’s Varied Grace. Andreas (c. 7th century, monk who 
collected commentary from earlier writers to form a catena on various biblical books): “It 
is not merely that the rich man is obliged to meet the needs of those who are less well off 
than he is but also that each one of us must use the gifts which we have received either by 
nature or by the Holy Spirit, so that no one may say that we are keeping these things to 
ourselves and refusing to share them with our neighbors.” (Catena) 

 
 (WHAT CAN I OBEY?)  
 
Read the two scriptures printed above and after, sit quietly with it. What do YOU hear God 
calling YOU to obey in these scriptures? 
 
A-APPLY 
 
Light 
 
How does it help you to know that men and women have been ordering their lives by these very 
same words of scripture that you read today for over 2,000 years? 
 
Deeper 
 
Did anything these ancient wise ones shared catch your attention? What was it? How does it add 
to your understanding of the passage and how to live it out? 
 
Deepest 
 
What do you understand Braulio of Saragossa to mean when he says, “Our creator and dispenser 
so orders all things that love is increased when the divine gifts which one does not see in himself 
are bestowed to be possessed by another. Thus, the manifold grace of God is well dispensed 
when the gift received is believed to belong also to the one who does not have it and when it is 
believed to have been given for the sake of him with whom it is shared.” How might it help you 
to encourage others if you believed Braulio was right? 
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P-PRAYER  
 
Thank-you, O God, for that long line of men and women attempting to order their lives by these 
very same words of scripture that I read today. And thank-you that they have shared what they 
learned in the process to encourage me. Help me to love and encourage others this week. In 
Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

 
If You Want to Read Next Week’s Scripture: 

John 13:31-35 
 
 
 
(This material is written by Rev. Bob Johnson, adapted from “Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture,” edited by 
Thomas C. Oden. It is intended to be supplemental and not necessarily to reflect the thought or intent of the preacher of the 
day.) 

 


