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TO CATCH THE SERMON 
 

Click here to listen to the audio-only version. (Good for when you’re in the car or 

doing something else.) 

 

 

Click here to watch the video version. (Includes the scripture, special music, and      

video of the sermon.) 

 

If you would like to receive short daily snippets from the sermon to help you live 

out your faith Monday-Friday, text “sermon” to 555-888. If you would like to 

receive the “Going Beyond the Sermon” tool delivered to your inbox each week, 

simply e-mail bjohnson@chapelwood.org. 

 

SCRIPTURE 

 
19 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21, NRSV) 
 
43 ‘No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit; 44for each tree is 

known by its own fruit. Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from a bramble 

bush. 45The good person out of the good treasure of the heart produces good, and the evil person 

out of evil treasure produces evil; for it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth 

speaks. (Luke 6:43-45, NRSV)  

 

SUMMARY 
 

SERIES: “Mas” is “more” in Spanish. This series looks at how we can get “more” out of 

Christmas. 

 

SERMON: Christmas and shopping seem to go hand in hand. It doesn’t matter if we do a simple 

family Christmas or not, there is always shopping involved during the Christmas season. We 

can’t avoid the reality of it. We all come at Christmas shopping in different ways, but we 

recognize we live in a country where the “stuff” of Christmas can easily cause us to miss out of 

some great lessons God wants to teach us. What can we learn from the reality of shopping for 

gifts? How can the reality of Christmas shopping lead us to a greater sense of who we are in 
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Christ? Our prayer is that Christ will allow us learn more about the treasures in our lives and 

what really matters during this holiday season. 

 

COMMENTS  
 

 
 

Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 6:19-34 is wise counsel and an antidote for what ails us during 

Christmastime in America. This passage is summarized in the New Oxford Annotated Bible this 

way: “Life and Livelihood, How to Live in the World without Being Subject to It.” Well put. In 

the synopsis of this sermon, John Stephens states that the reality of Christmas includes shopping. 

This can result in an accumulation of things either for self or for others. Shopping involves some 

anxiety-producing steps, such as list-making, planning, budgeting, and execution of the plan. So, 

how do we manage our own expectations and the expectations of others and at the same 

time carefully remember that our treasure and our hearts belong in heaven and not in piles 

under the tree? 

 

The Luke passage emphasizes the good that flows from a pure heart. Even though we may 

intellectually understand that gift-giving (and the time and money involved) is not the same as 

shopping for oneself, there still may be anxiety associated with the act of shopping. It helps calm 

our anxieties to understand the root issues that trigger feelings of worry or fear and bring those 

heart-felt concerns to God. What do you learn about yourself as you approach “making the list 

and checking it twice?” What hinders feelings of generosity in your heart?  Where you sense 

discontent, ask God to speak a word of healing to you.  

 

The key is to focus on knowing and loving God and letting that love guide us toward the best 

way to show our love for others through gift-giving. The Wise Men wanted to KNOW the Christ 

Child and honor him with gifts from their treasure. Christmas is about being known. Jesus 

came in the form of a human so we could KNOW God personally and Jesus gave himself so 

we could KNOW how much God loves us. That is what our gifts should say. “I see you and I 

know who you are and what you are like. I know your desires and preferences. I know what 

brings you joy.” Down deep inside this is what our children, family members, and friends want - 

TO BE KNOWN AND LOVED.  
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Our series theme, Christ-más, calls us to imagine how Christ offers more 

than the ordinary measures we typically give and receive during this season. 

Consider this: The need to shop gets us out in the marketplace of malls, 

stores, streets, grocery lines, Christmas tree lots, and other places rubbing 

shoulders with clerks and other shoppers. How will you be the light of Christ 

in these settings? How might you share love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control through your words and 

deeds? How might you invite others to receive the gift of Jesus that you have 

received? 

 

 

QUOTES OF THE DAY 

 
1. “How we give gifts is significant. Studies show it is better to give ‘giver-based gifts’ – gifts 

that reflect the giver rather than the recipient. When we give these giver-based gifts there is 

something coming out of us that speaks to the specific aspects of our relationship with the 

receiver. Recipient-based gifts usually lead to 50% less satisfaction with the gift. Jesus is the 

reflected gift of God, the greatest gift of all. God is giving a giver-based gift that is also for our 

best well-being.” (John Stephens) 

 

2. “How we receive gifts is also significant. Extending generosity to the giver is a way of 

embodying grace to the giver. If you are always the giver and never the receiver you have a 

stunted experience of grace itself. Learning to receive a gift is a significant step in our faith 

development.” (John Stephens) 

 

3. “You and I and the ways we live our lives are a gift back to God by which we say ‘I see the 

specifics in YOU, God.’” (John Stephens)  

 

CALL TO ACTION  
 

Light 

 

1. Remember a time when you received a gift that you truly loved and desired. Who gave the gift 

and how did it make you feel? Tell God “thank-you” for that person, living or deceased, and for 

that gift. 

 

Deeper 

 

2. Read Matthew 6:19-21 in several different translations of the Bible. This is a helpful way to 

truly hear God’s word, as different phrases with the same meaning will break through in new 

ways. 

 

Deepest 

 

3. Luke 6:43-45 encourages self-examination. How do you prepare yourself for the shopping 

season? Before you buy another gift, set another place, or mail a card, spend time in prayer. 
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Invite the Spirit of God to give you the Love of God. Some questions you might reflect on in 

prayer are:  

 

     • Is my heart abundantly full of God’s love as I enter this season? What evidence is there of 

that? 

 

     • What is my attitude toward each person on my gift list, or party invitation list, or Christmas         

card list? Make a note of everyone on your Christmas list. Pray for each one by name and thank 

God for the relationship you share. Notice your thoughts and attitudes toward each person.  

 

     • Now you are ready to choose a gift that communicates how well you know and love the 

person. So, as you shop, think of gifts that say, “I know who you are and I love you. I honor you 

as a person. I am proud of you. You are amazing.”  

 

READ NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE  
 

Luke 5:27-32, 14:7-14 

 

PRAYER  

 
Dear God, thank you for the most perfect gift of all time – your son, our Lord, 

Jesus Christ. Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 

coming down from you, the Father of lights. You have provided all that we need. 

Give us grace to trust you to provide in the days ahead. Amen. 

 
 
(This material is written by Teresa Rossy, Director of GROW Ministry at Chapelwood. It does not necessarily reflect the 
thought or intent of the preacher of the day.) 

 

 


