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This sermon series will be preached in all Chapelwood worship communities August 19-20 to 

September 30-October 1. The guide does not directly correspond with any particular sermon or pastor 

and may be used by all communities to reflect in small groups or as personal devotionals. 

  

Table for All 
 September 10, 2017 

Dr. John Stephens 

 

SCRIPTURE 
 

1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the 

sabbath, they were watching him closely. 2Just then, in front of him, there was a man who had dropsy. 
3And Jesus asked the lawyers and Pharisees, “Is it lawful to cure people on the sabbath, or not?” 4But 

they were silent. So Jesus took him and healed him, and sent him away. 5Then he said to them, “If one of 

you has a child or an ox that has fallen into a well, will you not immediately pull it out on a sabbath 

day?” 6And they could not reply to this.  

7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8“When you are 

invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more 

distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited both of you may come and 

say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 
10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say 

to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with 

you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your 

friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and 

you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 
14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 

righteous.”  
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15One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who will eat bread in the 

kingdom of God!” 16Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. 17At the 

time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready 

now.’ 18But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land, and 

I must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.’ 19Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I 

am going to try them out; please accept my regrets.’ 20Another said, ‘I have just been married, and 

therefore I cannot come.’ 21So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the 

house became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring 

in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ 22And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been 

done, and there is still room.” 23Then the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and 

compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled. (Luke 14:1-23, NRSV) 

SUMMARY 
 

God's Table does not have a sign that says, "No shirt, no shoes, no service." God's Table invitation list 

will include us...but it will also include those that may cause us some heartburn. In Luke 14, Jesus 

teaches several lessons about the kingdom of God around a table. The lessons use the table as an example 

of what Jesus values. As followers of Christ, we want to value what Jesus values.  

 

BOB’S COMMENTS  

 
Luke’s gospel has more table scenes than all the others. If 

his vision of the Christian life, from one point of view, is a 

journey, from another point of view it’s a party.  

 

In chapter 14 Luke has brought together two parables about 

feasting. In the first one, Jesus makes it clear that he’s 

talking about the way in which people of his day were 

jostling for position in the eyes of God. They were eager to 

push themselves forward, to show how well they were 

keeping the law, to maintain their own purity. They were 

precisely the sort of people he found himself with in verses 

1–6, people who would watch for any sign of irregularity, even at the cost of frowning upon actions, such 

as Jesus’ healing of the man with dropsy, that made sense by their own actual standards. And Jesus is 

turning things upside down! He is associating with the wrong kind of people. He is touching the 

untouchable and calling the nobodies somebodies. In Jesus’ day it was all too easy for the well-off and the 

legally trained to imagine that they were superior in God’s sight to the poor, to those without the 

opportunity to study, let alone practice, the law. It was easy to imagine that only people like you were 

invited to God’s table. Jesus turns that thinking on its head! 

 

Within Luke’s lifetime thousands of non-Jews had become Christians – had entered into the dinner party 

prepared by the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Many Jewish Christians, as we know from Acts, had 

found this difficult, if not impossible, to understand or approve. They were so eager to maintain their own 

places at the top table that they could not grasp God’s great design to stand the world on its head. Pride, 

notoriously, is the great cloud which blots out the sun of God’s generosity: if I reckon that I deserve 

to be favored by God, not only do I declare that I don’t need his grace, mercy and love, but I imply 

that those who don’t deserve it shouldn’t have it. The small-mindedness – like that of the Pharisees in 

v. 1 -- which pushes itself forward and leaves others behind, is confronted with the large-hearted love of 
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God. All Christians are called to the same healthy dependence on God’s love and the same generosity in 

sharing it with those in need. 

 

In the parable of the supper is a parable which Jesus really seems to have intended his hearers to 

take literally -- his radical suggestion about who to invite to dinner parties. Social conditions have 

changed, of course. But we cannot use the difference in circumstances as an excuse for ignoring the sharp 

edge of Jesus’ demand. 

 

The story is, obviously, about people who very rudely snub the invitation to a splendid party. They make 

excuses of the usual kind. The householder, having gone to all the trouble of organizing and paying for a 

lavish feast, is determined to have guests at his table, even if he has to find them in unconventional 

locations. The original guests have ruled themselves out, and others have come in to take their place. 

There are at least three levels of meaning here. 

The first level of meaning of this parable should be clear. Jesus has been going around Galilee 

summoning people to God’s great supper. This is the moment Israel has been waiting for! At last the 

time has arrived; those who were invited long ago must hurry up now and come! But most of them 

have refused, giving all kinds of reasons. But some people have been delighted to be included: the poor, 

the disadvantaged, the disabled. They have come in and celebrated with Jesus. 

The second level is what this might mean for Luke himself. Once again, the expected guests are the Jews, 

waiting and waiting for the kingdom, only to find, when it arrived, that they had more pressing things to 

occupy them. Of course, in Luke’s day many Jews had become Christians. But the majority of them, both 

in Palestine and in the scattered Jewish communities in the rest of the world, were not. Instead, as it must 

have seemed to those first Jewish Christians, God’s messengers had gone out into the roads and 

hedgerows of the world, getting all kinds of unexpected people to join in the party – not just 

Gentiles, but people with every kind of moral and immoral background, people quite different from them 

culturally, socially, ethnically and ethically. 

But there is a third twist to this parable, in which it bends back, as it were, on itself, returning to the 

challenge which Jesus gave in verses 12–14. The party to which the original guests were invited was 

Jesus’ kingdom-movement, his remarkable welcome to all and sundry. If people wanted to be included 

in Jesus’ movement, this is the sort of thing they were joining. We are invited to a table with Jesus 

where others, like us and not like us, have also been invited.  

 

Therefore, we must work out what it means to celebrate God’s kingdom so that the people at the 

bottom of the pile, at the end of the line, will find it to be good news. It isn’t enough to say that we 

ourselves are the people dragged in from the country lanes, to our surprise, to enjoy God’s party. That 

may be true; but party guests are then expected to become party hosts in their turn! 

 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

 
1. Bishop Wright says, “We must work out what it means to celebrate God’s kingdom so that the people 

at the bottom of the pile, at the end of the line, will find it to be good news.” Who are people “at the 

bottom of the pile, at the end of the line” in our context? How can we celebrate God’s kingdom with 

them so that they perceive it as “good news?” 

 

2. Examine and discuss the three levels of the parable’s meaning: 

a. What would it have felt like for Jesus to be a guest of a Pharisee at a Sabbath meal in the First 

Century? 
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b. Read Titus 4:1-11 for a glimpse into what Paul and Luke endured in order to share the Gospel with 

all those with whom they came in contact over a period of many years, in many different locations. 

How has your faith and view of God changed over your lifetime? If you are new to faith, what 

inspires you in this passage?  

 

c. What challenges your thinking in Luke 14:1- 23? In verses 12-14 who is charged with inviting 

guests to the party? Who are the intended guests? In the parable that starts in verse 16, who is invited? 

What are the various responses?  After the R.S.V.P. list of “no” replies is counted, what happens 

next? Why do you think the host is not content to throw an empty party? What does his decision to 

compel people to come tell you about the host and what he has to offer? 

 

CALL TO ACTION  

 
1. How do you usually describe God and your relationship with God? Write a couple of sentences about 

it. Now reread what you wrote. Is there any “insider language” or jargon that only church people 

understand? Rewrite your faith statement as if it is intended for a person with no faith background.  

 

2. Look for an opportunity this week to turn the tables of convention. Invite someone to share a cup of 

coffee or a meal that is not part of your usual friend or co-worker group. What did you discover that 

you have in common with the other person?  

 

PRAYER  

 
Creator of all people, we humbly ask that you place us where you will, with whomever you will 

around your table. Give us grace to open our table to everyone so that we might be part of 

sharing your bountiful love with the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 
(This material is compiled by Rev. Bob Johnson and adapted from the “For Everyone” commentary on John’s Gospel by 

N. T. Wright, retired Anglican Bishop of Durham and currently the Research Professor of New Testament and Early 

Christianity at St Mary’s College in the University of St Andrews in Scotland. This material does not necessarily reflect the 

thought or intent of the preacher of the day.) 

 

 

 

Find out more about this series and the small groups at www.chapelwood.org/thetable/  

Download materials at www.chapelwood.org/sermon 

Listen to sermon podcasts at http://www.chapelwood.org/chapelwood-podcasts/ 

Watch sermon videos at http://www.chapelwood.org/resources/messages/watch-live/ 

http://www.chapelwood.org/resources/messages/video-archives/ 

 Receive texts from the Sanctuary sermon by texting “sermon” to 555-888 

Get the materials in your inbox by e-mailing bjohnson@chapelwood.org 
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