
 
 
Series Summary: You’ve heard the quote from Stephen Covey many times: “The main thing is 
to keep the main thing the main thing.”   Most of us agree, but the problem is there are so 
many distractions and competing interests at work in our lives that it is extremely difficult to 
actually keep the main thing the main thing.  We often ask, “What, actually, is the main thing?”   
 
In this series, we will focus on Chapelwood’s Main Thing: Jesus Christ and His mission for the 
world.  Jesus has given us a great gift … the gift of salvation that is beyond explanation.  And 
what is even more amazing is that Jesus makes us a part of the process and the plan for 
bringing God’s kingdom to reality!  Jesus is still sending us to go and make disciples for the 
transformation of the world!  Three different preachers will look at the main parts of our 
mission and how we can reclaim our Main Thing.   
 

February 17: Therefore, Go! 

Sermon Summary: From our reading of the Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13 and the Great 
Commission in Matthew 28:16-20, we are encouraged to “Therefore, go, and sow lavishly.” God 
uses everything and redeems everything. You and I have a story to share from right where we 
are with “like-soiled” people.         Rev. Heather Sims 

S - Scripture: Matthew 13:1-9 and 28:16-20                        New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
13:1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 



quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 
they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears[a] listen!” 
 
28:16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and 
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
W - What Does it Mean? 
I particularly like the title of this sermon, “Therefore, Go!” I was taught to study Scripture with a 
keen eye for the word therefore. Whenever I see that word, I read backward to discover what 
comes before therefore. Jesus uses this key word when he commissions the disciples. It 
indicates the reason(s) for our mission of making disciples.  You can read as far back as you like 
or have time for in the gospel of Matthew to find reasons for believers who have been saved by 
grace to invite and instruct the whole world to also follow Jesus. In Matthew, Jesus introduces 
his followers to the kingdom of heaven and he demonstrates this powerful kingdom with his 
life, his teaching, and his miracles. Go on, read the whole book and you will be convinced and 
convicted to bring everyone you know into this kingdom, too. 
 
The first step in making disciples, according to the risen Christ, is to Go!  Okay, go where? To all 
the nations – Jews and Gentiles. What will we do to make more disciples? Baptize them into the 
name of God the Father, Christ the Son, and Holy Spirit the Comforter. We will also teach them 
to obey all Jesus’ commands. This is our mission as Christians. Jesus promises to be with us in 
this work. 
 
The parable of the sower encourages us to sow God’s love lavishly without regard for how it is 
received.  Jesus used parables to illustrate his sayings.  We do this too.  If someone doesn’t 
“get” what we are saying, we think quickly on our feet to describe our message in a more 
relevant way. The word parable is derived from the Greek “parabole,” which means a “placing 
beside,” where a literary figure or story illumines something “placed beside” it.  In Matthew 13, 
four of the parables are placed alongside Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom of heaven and our 
text about the sower is also noted later in verse 19 as part of the kingdom teaching. The gospel 
of Matthew is written in a pattern of five discourses that weave narrative passages about Jesus’ 
life with parables that explain his teaching. As you backtrack, looking for what comes before 
therefore, you will see this pattern emerge. A study Bible that includes an outline of each book 
will be helpful to you.   
 
By using parables, Jesus showed his disciples the measures he was willing to take to make 
disciples. Some of us quickly discern the mysteries of spiritual truths. Jesus acknowledges this 
when he says to the disciples, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A1-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23549a


heaven, but to them it has not been given. . . the reason I speak to them in parables is that 
“seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not listen, nor do they understand.’” (See 
Matthew 13:10-17) Paul wrote, “I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might 
save some. I do it for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.” (1 Corinthians 
9:22-23). With the parable of the sower Jesus illustrates the broad love of God that seeks to 
include as many persons as possible in God’s kingdom. 
 
What Can I Obey?  
Making disciples is our mission. Jesus is clear. He makes us part of the process and plan for 
bringing God’s kingdom to reality. Every believer is commissioned to carry out His plan.  As John 
Stephens says, “All that we do must somehow relate to these few words: Go and make 
disciples.” A good place to start in obeying this command is to evaluate your current life 
choices. How do you spend your time, your money, your gifts and talents? Our church has just 
finished a sermon series highlighting the commitments members make to support the church 
with our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.  Perhaps something in one of these 
commitment areas is especially speaking to you in this season of life. Is there a particular way 
that God is calling you to model the Christian life and invite others to experience God’s love?  
 
A - Apply 
At a ministry workshop, I was encouraged to evaluate current ministry initiatives for their 
disciple-making impact.  First, we were instructed to list everything our church was doing. 
(That’s a big job!)  Then, we went back through our lists and marked each event, ministry, 
initiative, and activity with one of four labels: Actively makes disciples, secondarily makes 
disciples, pays the bills, and for our own benefit.  It was eye-opening and thought-provoking. 
Nothing necessarily needs to be cut out of the church or person’s life just because of its label, 
but most of our personal and corporate initiatives need to be focused on making disciples.  This 
is our mission. 
 
So what is a disciple? This is a description we use at Chapelwood.  
 
A disciple is a person following Jesus on a journey of deepening connection with God, 

which makes a difference in four key relationships in his or her life - with God, others, 

self, and creation. 

 
This description of a disciple is intentionally broad. Throughout our journey, we will seek 
spiritual disciplines and experience circumstances in our lives that draw us closer to the Lord 
and to one another.  That could be an afternoon spent feeding the hungry, studying the Bible, 
playing bridge or golf, or napping, or dealing with a crisis, no doubt! At the risk of naming any 
more favorite ministries or hobbies, we can acknowledge that some of our favorite traditions 
and habits in our homes, churches, and private lives no longer serve the original intention for 
which they were created. It is up to us to choose our next step that we believe will lead us 
closer to God, others, our true selves, and to creation.   
 



P - Prayer 
Jesus, we thank you for commissioning us to open your Kingdom to all who desire to be your 
disciples. Show us where and how to go in your name to all the world. Thank you for remaining 
with us in this age and the next.  In Your Name we pray, Amen. 
 
 

February 24: Baptizing and Teaching 
 
Sermon Summary: Disciples are identified by the mark of baptism and formed by the teachings 
of Jesus. Through Jesus’ baptism by John, God showed the world that Jesus is the beloved Son 
of God. Jesus taught what he heard from his father God – words and patterns for living that 
continue to shape Christians today.       John Stephens 
 
S - Scripture: Matthew 3:13-17; 11:1                                                (NRSV) 
3:13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would 
have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus 
answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ 
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased.’ 
 
11:1 Now when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there 
to teach and proclaim his message in their cities. 
 
W - What Does It Mean? 
Baptizing and teaching are the methods Jesus instructs us to use in the process of discipling 
persons as his followers. Remember, our commission is to make disciples. Jesus’ baptism is 
recorded in all the gospel accounts. (See Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22; and John 1:31-34) Jesus 
came to be baptized to show his commitment to righteousness – acting in accordance with the 
will of God. His baptism confirms that he is the beloved Son of God. None other than the Holy 
Spirit breaks through to alight and stay on Jesus throughout his ministry. God speaks from 
heaven the words of Isaiah 42:1, “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my 
soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.” John the 
Baptist testifies that Jesus is the one upon whom he saw the spirit descend and remain.  
 
Baptism, enacted by John and Jesus, remains the sacrament that followers of Christ enact as a 
sign of our new birth in Christ. Jesus commissions the disciples to baptize new followers in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as they go about starting the church in the new reality 
of the risen Christ. When a believer chooses to be baptized and when a parent chooses to 
present a child for baptism, they are actively practicing their faith in Christ. It is the next step 
that moves a person from belief (right thinking) to practice (right action). God, in turn, acts in 
response by marking the baptized person with the Holy Spirit – God’s promise or seal of 



redemption.  
 
The second part of Jesus’ last command is to “teach them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you.” At the heart of “everything” is the kingdom of God.  Mortimer Arias and Alan 
Johnson write in “The Great Commission, Biblical Models for Evangelism,” that “Everything I 
have commanded you,” can be discerned throughout the whole gospel of Matthew (remember 
to read backwards) , following the golden thread of the kingdom of God.” They trace this thread 
from John the Baptist’s preaching, to Jesus’ proclamation to repent, “for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near,” to the Sermon on the Mount, though the parables, and in Jesus’ ministry of 
teaching, preaching, and healing. The disciples do the same. Finally, the parable of the 
judgment in Matthew 25 reminds readers that the kingdom is designed to serve the neighbor in 
need. The authors summarize by saying, “The whole gospel of Matthew could and should be 
read in the kingdom key.” Our task is to teach new Christians in every generation that they are 
part God’s kingdom that proclaims justice and righteousness for the world and is experienced 
by a personal relationship with Jesus himself who gives us rest, purpose, and authority to 
“Therefore, Go,” and teach others. 
 
What Can I Obey?  
A good place to start in obeying this huge command of Jesus is to worship Him.  We read in the 
Matthew 28:16-20 that the disciples went to the mountain that Jesus instructed them to meet 
him and they worshipped him. Taking up the task of discipling others begins with sitting at the 
feet of Jesus. Remember John the Baptist felt unworthy to baptize Jesus who was greater than 
he. Jesus wants to enter your heart and teach you, so that you can be assured of His love and 
presence. The text goes on to say that some of the disciples doubted. Arias and Johnson write, 
“The Great Commission takes shape and is assumed in the midst of a community torn between 
faith and doubt, where “the love of many has grown cold” (24:12). Is there a more encouraging 
fact than this for the contemporary Christian church, increasingly a minority in the world 
population, cornered out by the system of values of our secularized culture, politely rejected by 
the powers of our day or manipulated by them for their own ends and perplexed by the reality 
of a religiously pluralistic world?” Yes, we sense these same constraints when we contemplate 
how to share Christ’s gospel with others.  It helps to remember that Jesus looked upon the 
crowds (and the individuals he encountered) with compassion. He saw persons as both sinners 
and those who were “sinned-against.” Our best motivation in obeying the command to baptize 
and teach is to remember that Jesus is with us. 
  
A - Apply 
Jesus was born in a particular place, at a particular time, in a particular historical setting. The 
disciples moved from Galilee out to farther places and settings in their lifetimes. We too, are 
given the gift of place and time in which to further the Kingdom of God. Do you see yourself as 
being part of the process that Jesus instituted? Who is in your life, at this time and place, that 
you can teach about Christ? Who can you love with your actions, in Jesus’ name and authority? 
You have probably already done this today, whether you recognize your participation in the 
Great Commission or not. For example, this week I was tasked with writing these notes (with a 
deadline looming). While writing, I got a call from a friend who needed help with a family 



matter.  I felt God’s reassurance that if I stopped writing and went to her side, the task at hand 
would still be met.  I spent the afternoon caring for a precious little girl, so that my friend could 
be with another family member. It was a gift, not a burden. I hope that during those couple of 
hours, a seed was planted that will bear fruit in this child’s life one day.  
 
P - Prayer 
Jesus, you proclaimed that the Kingdom of God is at hand, and you commanded us and 
empowered us by your Spirit to make that kingdom a reality in our day and age. Use us, we 
pray, in fulfilling the mission by teaching others and showing them your love.  Amen. 
 
 

March 3: Disciple 
 
Sermon Summary: Disciple is a noun – a follower of Jesus. Disciple is a verb – the act of 
following Christ and leading others to follow Christ. We need fresh ways to communicate the 
gospel, so that more disciples will be made in our day and age.                                Scott Jones 
 
S- Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20                                                                     (NRSV) 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said 
to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.’ 

W - What Does It Mean? 
By spending three weeks looking at the Great Commission, we can meditate on the deeper 
meaning in the text and see its application in different contexts. Bishop Jones and his son 
Arthur Jones have recently written a book called “Scripture and the Wesleyan Way.” In it, there 
is a chapter called “Am I a Real Christian?”  They write, “Today, Christianity is presented with a 
major difficulty because the most public forms of Christianity are hateful toward each other, 
and the most pervasive form of Christianity is weak and indifferent. Neither of these represents 
the faith described in Scripture, or the faith that we are called to live out. If neither of these is 
really Christianity, then what is? And more importantly, how can I know if I am a real 
Christian?” 

They go on to say that “Jesus’ understanding of loving your neighbor is much more than 
anything our culture would say about ‘being nice’ to someone else. Christianity as Jesus 
describes it is about a wholesale transformation of our heart, not just a lowest common 
denominator of decent action. Such a transformation is not possible without God. . . The Bible 
is not trying to get us to be people who merely go to church but rather to enact the kingdom of 
God with a radical love of both God and neighbor.” Therefore, we go and make disciples, 
baptizing and teaching them all that Jesus taught in his earthly ministry. 



 
What Can I Obey? 
Bishop Jones is a scholar on John Wesley, the founder of Methodism. He often teaches using 
Wesley’s sermons.  One such sermon is called “The Almost Christian,” in which he warns 
Christians against lacking an “altogether” faith.  It takes an altogether faith to obey the Great 
Commission.  Without an experience of personal revival and infilling of the Holy Spirit, we are 
hard-pressed to go, and make disciples by baptizing and teaching them all that Jesus 
commanded.  We need the enlivening Holy Spirit and the real presence of Christ with us as 
motivation and reassurance. Wesley had such an experience at a small group meeting on 
Aldersgate Street in London on May 24, 1738.  Three years later he wrote this sermon that 
describes his thoughts about what changes when you move (as he himself did) to being an 
altogether Christian.  The Jones’ write that first Wesley says we must love God and he cites 
Isaiah 61:10 and Luke 1:47 as examples of this love in the lives of Isaiah and Mary, Jesus’ 
mother. Second, Wesley says, we must love our neighbor and he gives the example of Jesus in 
John 13:34 and Paul’s description in I Corinthians 13. Third, he says that we must have faith, as 
it says in John 3:16, “so that everyone who believes in him won’t perish but will have eternal 
life.”   

A - Apply: 
Describing his Aldersgate experience, John Wesley famously wrote, “I felt I did trust in Christ, 
Christ alone for salvation, and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even 
mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” Before this, he says he was an “almost 
Christian.”  Wesley taught Christians to meet in small groups and to use probing questions in a 
loving way to help each other remain close to Christ and to one another. He provides questions 
in “The Almost Christian.”  Here are a few (paraphrased) for us to ponder: 

• Do you desire nothing but him? 

• Are you happy in God? Is he your glory, your delight, your crown of rejoicing? 

• Do you love your neighbor as yourself? 

• Do you believe that Christ loves you and has taken away your sins, and cast them as a 
stone into the depth of the sea? 

• Does his Spirit bear witness with your spirit, that you are a child of God? 
Bishop Jones concludes by saying that being an altogether Christian is important for us and for 
others. “For us, so that we are transformed and live in such a way that the kingdom of God is 
made real here and now. For others, it is important because it means they have the opportunity 
to see Jesus displayed through others (us).”  
 
P - Prayer: 
Dear God, make us altogether Christians who love and serve you with our whole hearts so that 
others may see you through us and commit alongside us to following Jesus. Amen.  
 
 
  



 
 

This material is written by Teresa Rossy, drawing from various commentaries and sources cited above.  
It is intended to be supplemental and not necessarily to reflect the thought or intent of the preacher of the day. 
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