
January 9 
Ferocious Focus - Eyes to See and Ears to Hear 

“After he read this, he rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat down. Everyone stared at Jesus, 
wondering what he was about to say. Then he added, “Today, these Scriptures came true in front of you.” Everyone 
was impressed by how well Jesus spoke, in awe of the beautiful words of grace that came from his lips. But they said 
among themselves, “Who does he think he is? Isn’t he Joseph’s son, who grew up here in Nazareth?”…. “When every- 

one present heard Jesus’ words, they erupted with furious rage. They mobbed Jesus and threw him out of the city, 
dragging him to the edge of the cliff on the hill on which the city had been built, ready to hurl him off. But he walked 

right through the crowd, leaving them all stunned.” 
Luke 4:20-22, 28-30 

 
Have you ever been to a professional basketball game? Imagine one second left on the clock with the game tied. The 
fouled player walks to the free-throw line. The opposing fans behind the basket furiously wave their Thundersticks to 
distract the player, wanting him to miss. Still, he aligns his dominant foot on the inside of the nail in the middle of the 
floor, aligns his hips at an angle, takes three deep breaths, creates momentum by a low load, and shoots. His fero- 
cious focus on all the details not only allows him to shoot well but his brain tunes out the commotion into a simple 
white noise that has no effect on his shot. Basket made, game won, distraction avoided. Ferocious focus. 

In Luke 4, the people in Jesus’s hometown were focused as Jesus read the scripture. Jesus's word flowed like honey, 
and they were in awe of the "beautiful words of grace" he spoke. In a split second, they would get to choose to lean in 
with ferocious focus at what was happening in their midst or allow distraction to cause them to miss it. I can imagine 
that someone must have said, "Isn't that Joseph's son, the one who grew up playing ball with our kids, who does he 
think he is?” Immediately they forgot about the beautiful words He spoke coming to life in front of them and became 
offended. This didn't look like the Messiah they had been waiting on, distraction…. offense. They were offended at 
what was happening, causing them to miss the most crucial moment of their lives. What did they miss? Healing…. The 
Savior of the world in their midst. They missed it because of distraction. 

In this season, God is calling us to be ferociously focused on Him, on His word. We must align ourselves with the cross 
of Jesus, knowing exactly who God says we are, stand firm in the word of God, focus on what He is saying to us, 
breathe deep prayers in constant faith given to us by the Holy Spirit. This is where we gain momentum, and all the 
darkness around us will become like white noise because our eyes, ears, and hearts are tuned into the light. We will 
not be making shots in the dark but make the basket every time, bringing the light to the masses who desperately 
need it. 

Are you feeling fearful, offended at your neighbor, or hopeless? Do you think you are always right and are full of criti- 
cism of others? Are you focusing on the enemy's distractions instead of the light of the living God? Let's not miss 
what He is doing this season because we got lost in the enemy’s distractions. Take time for ferocious focus. Align, 
Stand, Pray every single day. 

 
Ask the Lord what distractions have gotten your focus lately. Write down everything He tells you. Repent saying 
something like this: 

“Lord, I repent for aligning myself with  . I take this (fear, offense, anger, “I am right” attitude, 
critical spirit) and nail it to the cross. In return, Lord, what do you have for me to replace this with so I can be 
ferociously focused on you?” 

Take the promise God gives you and focus on Scripture to back it up. Read the promise and Bible passages and 
declare this every day. 

When you find yourself distracted again, repeat the process. 
A ferocious focus on the Lord, alignment with who He says he is and who God says we are, is the way to steward what 
the Lord has given us so we will have a vision to partner with Him in what He is doing. 



Prayer 
Lord, You are our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. You are good; nothing is 
impossible for you; Jesus won the absolute victory; I am significant, there is mystery, and I must lean into it, but You 
are here right now. Give us eyes to see and ears to hear you and only you. Amen. 

 
"In the very beginning, the Living Expression was already there. And the Living Expression was with God, yet fully God. 

They were together - face-to-face, in the very beginning. And through his creative inspiration, this Living Expression 
made all things, for nothing has existence apart from Him! Life came into being because of Him, for his life is the light 
for all humanity. And this Living Expression is the Light that bursts through gloom — the light that darkness could not 

diminish!" John 1:1-5 (The Passion Translation) 
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