
January 10, 2021  Going Beyond the Sermon  Remember Your Baptism and Be Thankful 

S – Scripture: Mark 1:4-11 (NRSV) 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people 
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out 
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

W – What Does It Mean?  
Last week, Chapelwood celebrated the New Year with a Wesleyan Covenant Renewal service and Holy Communion. This 
week, we celebrate the sacrament of baptism, baptizing young teens from our Confirmation Class who are on a journey 
toward membership in the church. Similarly, when John offered and Jesus received the ministry of baptism, he did so along 
with “people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem” (i.e. all the people of Israel). Everyone was 
invited to participate in “God’s renewed covenant with Israel in which those ready to change their ways are baptized as 
forgiven for having broken the covenantal laws,” according to the New Oxford Annotated Bible notes on Mark 1:4-11, p. 
1792.  

As you soak in this text, notice the wilderness setting, the widespread response, John’s clothing and habits that evoke the 
Hebrew prophet Elijah, Jesus’ participation in the renewal movement, and the Trinitarian blessing of Holy Spirit and Father 
pronouncing Jesus as my Son, the Beloved. In this context, baptism is portrayed as an act of an anointed king ushering in a 
new kingdom -- the Kingdom of God that encompasses not just religious life, but economic, social, political, and even 
physiological aspects of life.

A – Apply 
Jesus taught his disciples to baptize and Paul and the Apostles continued this ministry that is one of only two sacraments we 
practice as Methodists today. Being marked by the water is sacred. It evokes the Holy Spirit’s ongoing presence and power in 
a person’s life. It marks the beginning of a lifelong relationship with God. It holds promise for the infant whose parents and 
church commit to seeing faith in Christ come to full fruition as the child grows. 

An important part of the Sacrament of Baptism is the renunciation of sin and profession of faith. As Methodists, we are 
asked three very important questions prior to being baptized:

1. Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness and reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin?

2. Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they 
present themselves?

3. Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, 
in union with the church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?

Take a moment to remember your own baptism. If you were a baby, and don’t remember your baptism, imagine your 
parents and extended family and pastor surrounding you. Notice the times God’s prevenient grace has been at work in your 
life before you could even pray or speak the name of Jesus. Own your faith and baptism now. Thank God for setting you on 
the path of repentance, forgiveness, and salvation. Think of one or two ways you could renew your commitment to God this 
week. What act, word, habit, or choice could you make that affirms the Holy Spirit’s presence in your life?  

P – Pray 

With God's help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. We will surround these persons 
with a community of love and forgiveness that they may grow in their trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to 
others.  We will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life. 

-The Congregation’s Baptismal Response




