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Our Community of Grace 
 

And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you , just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.’ 
Matthew 25:40 (NRSV) 

 
 

As a life-long member of Chapelwood, community has been one of the many blessings I have received from my church. 
I have memories that go back to my early years of Preschool to Sunday School, MYF, Wesley Choir. As an adult, I en- 
joyed playing softball with friends, teaching Sunday School, working with the youth, and raising my children here. In 
each of these activities, the common thread was community and how it sustained me and provided tangible evidence 
of God’s grace and love. 

 
As I have grown in my faith, I have come to understand that community is much greater than my friends that I love and 
hang out with, it is neighbors, work colleagues, folks I pass in the store, and even people I have not met. Chapelwood 
has intentionally expanded our community reach with ministries such as Recreation, Mercy Street and Circle of Friends. 

 
One fitting example of our churches’ outreach to our community occurred several years ago. A high school friend 
shared with me at a reunion that although he was raised Catholic, he loved Chapelwood. He proceeded to tell me 
about his beautiful daughter who suffered with physical disabilities. She started to attend Circle of Friends and was 
blessed by it. My friend said the action that really touched them was that our former senior pastor Jim Jackson went to 
the hospital to visit his daughter. When he arrived, Jim told my friend, “I am so happy to meet you, but I am here to 
visit your daughter.” He was blessed by the attention that a man like Jim would pay to his daughter. As a result, my 
friend and his wife joined Chapelwood because of its community of love and grace. 

 
One never knows how a small gesture such as visiting a neighbor can be received as a gift of God’s love to those that 
receive it. That is the heritage of Chapelwood. I can share many more stories just like this. What I want to see is many 
more stories of community being told for years to come! 

 
Prayer 
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you that you love us so much that you have given us the privilege to be your agents of 
faith and love to our community. Help us to expand our love for your people and to be faithful in our giving to 
Chapelwood. We ask that you broaden the reach of Chapelwood to new places in your Kingdom that we have never 
dreamed of before. Thank you for your love and your Son. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ken Rossy grew up attending Chapelwood. He has a heart for students, having served as a 
life-group leader and Wesley Choir Camp counselor for a number of years. He is currently 
serving as the coordinator of Manna Christmas giving for the Encouragers Sunday School 
class. Professionally, Ken is president of HoldTight Solutions, Inc., an industrial coatings 
provider. To connect with Ken, go to www.holdtight.com. 


