
January 23 
Begging to Give… 

 
For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their means, begging us earnestly 

for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints. 
2 Corinthians 8:3-4 (NRSV) 

 
In 2 Corinthians 8:1-4, Paul holds up the church at Macedonia as a shining example. He says they not only gave accord- 
ing to their means, but beyond their means. In fact, he says, they begged earnestly for “the privilege” of giving. 

 
Begging to give! That’s amazing. 

 
My husband and I have always given a portion of our income to the church. In fact, he taught me how to give in this 
manner. In our first year of marriage while he was in school and I was looking for a job, I balked at his suggestion that 
we make a financial commitment to the church. “Are you crazy?” I said. “Maybe once I get a job….” But he insisted 
(not begged), and so we did. 

 
I have never regretted this spiritual discipline. I say discipline because it is an automatic action we take. It’s not up for 
debate. And that’s not to brag. I know myself too well! If I paused to consider our weekly giving to Chapelwood – if I 
totaled it up or thought about how we might otherwise use those funds – I would begin to think about our gift as my 
money instead of God’s. And that never turns out well for me! 

 
I think the Macedonians were onto something – giving beyond their means and begging to give. Otherwise, God’s 
blessings are apt to become “my” resources. 

 
Prayer 
Gracious and loving God, help us to change our thinking about giving. Remind us daily that everything we have comes 
from you. And that when we give, we share what is yours, not ours. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Tammy Heinrich serves on the Chapelwood staff as pastor of worship and 
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teaching Monday Mornings in the Word Bible study. She is currently teaching the book 
of Romans. To connect with Tammy, go to www.chapelwood.org/sanctuary/adult- 
studies/ or e-mail, theinrich@chapelwood.org. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


