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We will ask all of our members and supporters to join us in this extraordinary year ahead by 

making your Estimates of Giving for 2021 to the mission and ministry of Chapelwood. 

We can’t wait to see the harvest God will give growth to! 



SERMON SERIES OVERVIEW 
 
We stand at the threshold of a new chapter in our lives.  2020 is behind us and while we still have some sacrifice to 
give to make it through the pandemic brought on by the coronavirus, we can see the light begin to break over the 
horizon.  A new day is in front of us and in front of all those in our community. 
 
2020 has awakened the world the need of community, trust, faith, and spirituality.  But the world will wish to connect 
to those things through old models … they are looking for authentic and creative connections that make a tangible 
difference in their lives. 
 
Chapelwood has been hard at work in 2020 and will continue into 2021, but we have also been prayerfully discerning 
what the post-pandemic world will look for in a community of faith.  We are getting ready for a new mission field.  This 
field is one God is already working … God is sowing the seed as God always has … it is incumbent upon us to make sure 
the soil is ready to receive the seeds.  We have a once in a generation opportunity to cultivate the ground around us 
because our desire is for the seeds of God to be received in transformative ways by those in our world.   
 

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: Deuteronomy 8:1-10 (NRSV) 

This entire commandment that I command you today you must diligently observe, so that you may live and increase, 
and go in and occupy the land that the Lord promised on oath to your ancestors. Remember the long way that 
the Lord your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, in order to humble you, testing you to know what 
was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commandments. He humbled you by letting you hunger, then by 
feeding you with manna, with which neither you nor your ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you under-
stand that one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. The clothes on 
your back did not wear out and your feet did not swell these forty years. Know then in your heart that as a parent dis-
ciplines a child so the Lord your God disciplines you. Therefore keep the commandments of the Lord your God, by 
walking in his ways and by fearing him. For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing 
streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and 
fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, where 
you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill 
and bless the Lord your God for the good land that he has given you. 

 

Notes: 
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W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey? 
 
May I suggest that you stand (if you are able) and read this passage aloud? Set the scene by reading Deuteronomy 7:6: 
“For you are a people holy to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on earth to 
be his people, his treasured possession.” In Deuteronomy 8:1-20, Moses is warning the Chosen People who are upheld 
by the covenant-making and keeping God of the Universe that “success in Canaan will tempt them to forget the wilder-
ness lesson of complete dependence upon God.” (New Oxford Annotated Bible, NRSV, notes on 8:1-20, p. 265) 

 

Moses appeals to their memory by reminding them how God provided everything they needed in the 40 years of wil-
derness wandering. Food was manna – an entirely new form of sustenance that they could not grow on their own. 
Clothing lasted 40 years. Their “feet did not swell” even though they moved by foot every day. Why did they suffer to 
begin with?  Moses answers, “In order to humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether or not you 
would keep his commandments.” Notice the repeated phrase, “in your heart” in vs. 2 and 5. God was looking to see 
what was in their hearts and they were encouraged by their leader to know in their hearts that God meant the suffer-
ing for good, just as a parent wants good outcomes for a child. (See v. 16) 

 

And now that the people are on the precipice of prosperity, Moses warns them to remember what God has done to 
bring them to this new abundance. What are they to do in the new land? “You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your 
God for the good land that he has given you. Take care that you do not forget the Lord you God, by failing to keep his 
commandments, his ordinances and his statures, which I am commanding you today.”  

 

A-Apply 
God is faithful. He seeks us out and makes covenantal promises to us. Our role is to be faithful to God in return. Like the 
Israelites, we are acutely aware of our need in the moment. Hunger, thirst, and the inability to see how our physical 
and emotional needs will be met in the short-term are humbling circumstances that test our faith. That’s the kind of 
situation (wilderness) we are experiencing in modern times. Our faith in God or lack of it is right in front of us. As we 
move forward into more secure circumstances, will we remember the lessons learned in the wilderness? John Stephens 
says, “We have a propensity for amnesia. We are really good at forgetting our identity and God’s identity. We are creat-
ed; we are mortal; we are fragile, especially when our coping mechanisms are gone. God always remembers. Do we 
remember that we are surrounded by the loving kindness of God?” 
 
The Israelites were admonished to keep the commandments, the ordinances, and statutes of God. We are bound by 
our baptismal vows in a similar way. Will you take a moment to renew your vows and ask God how you might act on 
them today? 

 
P- Pray 

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin? 
 
I do. 

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression 
in whatever forms they present themselves? 
 
I do. 
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Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in 
union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? 
 
I do. 

Will you (the congregation) nurture these (persons being baptized) in Christ's holy Church, that by your teaching and 
example they may be guided to accept God's grace for themselves, to profess their faith openly, and to lead a Chris-
tian life? 
 
We will. 

To the ones being baptized: According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ's holy 
Church and serve as Christ's representatives in the world? 
 
We will. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Go to www.chapelwood.org/devos for Seeds of Hope Daily Devotionals  
 

Going Beyond the Sermon is a ministry of Chapelwood UMC, Houston, Texas. It is designed to draw persons 
deeper into the Scripture, looking for meaning, personal application, and prayer that draws disciples of Je-
sus closer to God, self, others, and the created world. The notes are compiled by Teresa Rossy, Director of 
Grow Ministries. To receive Going Beyond the Sermon in your inbox, e-mail Laura Frost, 
lfrost@chapelwood.org to be placed on the distribution list. 


