
Pentecost Sunday, June 9, 2019                                                        Riding the Wind of the Spirit 

Going Beyond the Sermon 
Sermon Summary from Dr. John Stephens 
 
Jesus says, "The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where 
it comes from or where it goes.  So it is with everyone born of the spirit."  The power of the Holy Spirit 
has led Chapelwood for 70 years.  The lives that have been impacted for Jesus, the ministries created, 
and the difference made in our community have been profound.  The world is changing...churches are 
changing...it seems like the future is dim and uncertain.  The power of the Holy Spirit is a mystery 
beyond our control, but if we continue to open ourselves to the work of the Spirit - Jesus will continue to 
offer new life and new birth!  Let's begin to envision together the Next 70 at Chapelwood empowered 
by the wind of the Holy Spirit. 

Scripture: John 3:1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said 
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs 
that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born 
after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus 
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that 
I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound 
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 
the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher 
of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not 
receive our testimony.  If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
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W – What Does It Say? 
In this passage that includes the most famous Bible verse of them all, Jesus speaks emphatically to 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews who knew the Hebrew Scriptures inside and out. Jesus is wooing, 



inviting, appealing to this seeker’s intellect and to his heart. Three times in the passage, Jesus 
emphasizes his words by saying, “Very truly, I say to you . . .” 
 
Pay attention to what Jesus emphasizes to Nicodemus about the mystery of being born again by the 
Holy Spirit, for this is the way we are all to live. 
  John 3:3 Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above. 
  John 3:5 Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and     
Spirit. 
  John 3: 11 Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do 
not receive our testimony.  If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 
 
Nicodemus pressed into Jesus with his questions and Jesus spoke to him of the mystery of being born 
again. He spoke of the Holy Spirit blowing where it wishes without revealing its source or direction and 
he spoke of faith, belief, salvation, and eternal life. Jesus, the rabbi, taught Nicodemus, the Pharisee, 
deep truths about himself, God, and the Holy Spirit. And he challenged Nicodemus to believe in the 
triune God. 
 

What can I obey?  
Read the passage again, looking for the places Jesus challenges Nicodemus to embrace this new way of 
believing God. In John 3:7, Jesus says, “Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’” 
In John 3: 13-15, Jesus expands on an Old Testament story to appeal to the Pharisee: “No one has 
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life.” Jesus appeals to Nicodemus’ intellect and yet urges him to trust in mystery 
and walk by faith. This is the way that we can also obey Christ and be led by the Spirit. 

A - Apply 
On the Pentecost Sunday that this sermon is preached, Chapelwood will celebrate our 70th birthday. In 
the 70 years of our existence as a church in Houston, Texas, the Holy Spirit has led us in ways we could 
never have imagined. Truly, the wind blew where it wished, we heard the sound of it, and we were 
carried by the Spirit into places only God could see. Thankfully, our church was full and is still full of 
people who are born again, filled with the Holy Spirit, and trusting and obeying God. Yes, each one of us 
must be born again by water and the Spirit. Have you received Christ by faith in your heart? John 3:16 
says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life.” 

As a body of believers, Jesus will continue to transform us into the same kind of church that changed 
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, so that many will hear God’s word, be added to our fellowship, and 
join us in “feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs taking place . . . praising God and having 
favor with all the people.” (See Acts 2:37-47) 
 

P- Prayer  
Dear God, we thank you for the faith of those in our church who sought you like Nicodemus and 
believed in Jesus, were baptized, and joined in establishing and building Chapelwood. Fill us with your 
Holy Spirit, so that we too will be led in the ways and places You want us to go. In Jesus’ name. Amen 
 

 


