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The Student Ministry Summit Mission equips youth from our church and their friends to serve communities in need. This year, they 

have been in the Dickinson area of Houston working on Harvey restoration teams. Rev. Sarah Pattillo will be joined by others who 

served to share testimonies of how lives were changed through service in the name of Christ. 
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BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
 
S- Scripture – Matthew 7:24-29  
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house 
on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, be-
cause it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them 
will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!” 
 
Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, for he taught 
them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 
 

W-What  (What Does It Mean?)  

And thus ends the Sermon on the Mount and the first “book” of Matthew.  Scholars believe that Matthew’s 

gospel was divided and arranged in a particular order that makes it possible to memorize the entire Gospel – 

go ahead and try it!  The central section from chapter 3 to 26 contains the phrase “when Jesus had finished” 

five times: 7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1. This phrase may signal the end of one “book” and the beginning of 

another within Matthew. The idea of five books is important for Matthew’s Jewish background in the He-

brew Scriptures and their emphasis on Torah – the first five books known as the law. “Most of the Torah was 

given to Moses on a mountain at Sinai and then taught to the Israelites. There are parallels between 

Matthew and the Torah. Matthew sees his gospel as an act of God’s supreme love because it is the way to 

know God’s will. Jesus, who is the fulfillment of God’s promise, gives the church — as the new community of 

God’s people — instructions and teachings so they can know and do the will of God.  The church in turn is to 

teach the entire world (28:20),” writes Grace Imathiu in Matthew’s Message, Good News for the New Millen-

nium. Jesus indicates the importance of this new teaching when he says, “Everyone then who hears these 

words of mine and acts on them . . .” 

 

(What Can I Obey?) 

In this final illustration from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus stresses both the wisdom of obeying God’s 
Word and the foolishness of disregarding his teaching. With authority, Jesus used every means possible to 
communicate God’s loving intentions toward humankind and God’s desire for how humans are to love one 
another. In the Sermon on the Mount, he used narrative and parables to illustrate truth. With authority, He 
healed people’s diseases and through other actions he demonstrated what love looks like.  With authority, 
Jesus summed up the law this way: Love God, Love Neighbor (Matthew 22:37) and sent the disciples on mis-
sion to make more disciples (Matthew 28:18-20). In Seeing with the Soul, J. Barrie Shepherd writes, “What I 
began to discover is that the essence, not just of Jesus’ teachings or miracles, but of his whole ministry and 
mission was in a fundamental sense parabolic. He came to tell us, and show us, that life has another mean-
ing; that just beneath the surface of what we usually call ‘reality’ there is a dimension of depth and wonder 
awaiting our discovery, a dimension in which the ultimate reality – God—is revealed to all who are willing to 
see.” Perhaps the best way to obey the example of the house built on rock and the house built on sand is to 
see God as the real Rock of stability in any and all circumstances that life sends our way. 
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GOING B EYOND THE SER MON 

A- Apply 

What a vivid picture is painted by Jesus’ words in Matthew 7:24 – 29.  You don’t have to tell Houstonians 
what it’s like when the rain falls, and the winds blow and beat on a house. Our students have been out this 
week repairing houses damaged by Harvey.  The reality of hurricane-force destruction is still looming large in 
our midst. They’ve chosen this Bible example and their theme: Rock of Ages. I’m sure their presence and help 
for those still recovering are tangible reminders of Christ, our solid rock. 

When Harvey came and the reports began to emerge of so many without flood insurance, I commented to a 
handful of friends about the “foolishness” of not having this kind of protection in a city located 50 miles from 
the Gulf of Mexico, sitting at sea level. Flood insurance had helped us so much when our house flooded in 
2009 and I knew what a difference it made for us.  Within a week of Harvey, I began to obey the voice of God 
telling me to BE QUIET about flood insurance.  These comments were disparaging, uncompassionate, ill-
timed, and rude. No one is capable of preparing for every possible calamity of life.  Insurance coverage, sup-
port networks of friends and family, working at the best job we can achieve, taking care of our health, edu-
cating our children and ourselves are just a few examples of what humans attempt in order to protect our-
selves. Some are better protected than others, but we are all vulnerable to storms in life. Jesus taught this 
parable to remind us to trust God with our whole selves by knowing God’s word and acting on that truth. 
What I’ve learned from the storms I’ve faced is that God is my ever-present help in all situations.    

 

P – Prayer 

You know, O divine Carpenter, 

the condition of my soul. 

Your expert eye detects those places – 

far too many, I am certain – 

that may be soft and crumbling 

and requiring prompt attention. 

Join your craftsman’s hands to mine 

to help me build a structure 

that can stand the tests  

of tempest and of time, 

until you welcome me 

into that house not made with hands, 

the heavenly home in which, 

I pray, you have prepared 

a place for me. 

Amen. 

 

The prayer is excerpted from Day Six/Morning, Construction, Luke 6:46-49 in Seeing with the Soul by J. Barrie 

Shepherd, Upper Room Books , 1991, p. 40. 

 

 

 



Go Beyond the Sermon Every Week 
Going Beyond the Sermon is written by Teresa Rossy, Chapelwood’s Director of Grow Ministries,  

using various commentaries and sources cited above. Going Beyond the Sermon is supplemental and does 

not necessarily reflect the thought or intent of the preacher of the day. 

 

Go to www.chapelwood.org/sermon to access the sermon audio and video archives,  

Bible S.W.A.P. tool, and daily text message options.  

E-mail lfrost@chapelwood.org to receive “Going Beyond the Sermon” in your inbox. 

 

Visit www.chapelwood.org/mynextstep or download our smart phone apps for the Bible reading plan, tools 

for finding your place on the path, and suggestions for your next step of faith.  

Look for CW Discipleship and Chapelwood Children in the app store.  
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