
G O I N G  B E Y O N D  T H E  S E R M O N  

Take Them to Jesus 
July 21, 2019 

Dr. Wick Stuckey  

For the past 70 years, Chapelwood has seen its mission to be an instrument in God’s hands to take people to Jesus for 
healing, wholeness, forgiveness, and salvation.  We want to continue to do that for the next 70 years and beyond. We 
do not believe in Christ simply for our own benefit, but that others, beyond ourselves, might find healing and whole-
ness in Him. We, now, are Christ’s hands, feet and body in the world and part of our identity is seeing ourselves as 
sources of life or avenues of healing and wholeness for others. We do this by “taking them to Jesus.” 
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BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
 
S- Scripture –  Mark 2:1-12 and 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27  

Mark 2:12 

When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 2 So many gathered around 
that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was speaking the word to them. 3 Then 
some people[a] came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 And when they could not bring him to 
Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat 
on which the paralytic lay. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now 
some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blas-
phemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these 
questions among themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, 
to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’? 10 But so that you 
may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, stand 
up, take your mat and go to your home.” 12 And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of 
them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 

1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27 

 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so 
it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were 
all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

W-What  (What Does It Mean?)  
I often pray for a person to be made whole. When I pray that prayer, I usually sense some kind of brokenness that 

needs God’s healing touch and I want God to help the person who is sick, or a relationship that is strained, or a mind 

that is troubled. We know brokenness when we see it, but we seem to know little about healing and wholeness. The 

same was true in Jesus’ day. In the Mark passage, Jesus heals a man who is paralyzed. Before he restores his ability to 

walk, Jesus forgives his sins.  Blasphemy! Strict Jews who followed Jesus around looking for his misdeeds immediately 

reacted with indignation. These same religious enforcers perpetuated the belief that physical ailments were the result 

of a person’s or person’s parents’ sins. Jesus deftly answers, “Which is easier – to say a person is forgiven or to heal 

the person’s body?” With that reply, he turned to the man and told him to pick up his mat and go home. So, in this 

case, a man who was paralyzed was now free to walk, run, and live a full life.  

 

The paralytic did not come to Jesus on his own steam.  He was incapable of such movement.  This is the man, remem-

ber, who was lowered through the roof of the home where Jesus stayed in Capernaum by his four friends. They 

worked hard on his behalf – for his healing. Wick Stuckey sees the United Methodist vows of church membership at 

work here: “They take this man to Jesus  through their presence (they walk with him, indeed carry him to Jesus for 

healing). It is only logical that they pray for him too. They serve him (they are doing this for his benefit not theirs), and 

their very acts are a witness to their faith that Jesus is a healer.” Imagine the joy they experienced when their friend 

WALKED HOME! The man, his friends, his parents, and the entire community represent the body of which Paul writes 

in 1 Corinthians 12 when he says, “Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. . . and each one of 

you are part of it.” 

(What Can I Obey?) 
The passages we are studying this week raise our attention to the care, concern, and appreciation we are to show one 
another. Wick leads Chapelwood’s pastoral care staff. He and his team of pastors and lay leaders share Christ’s healing 
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message and power by visiting and praying with the members of our local church body who are sick and hurting in 
body, mind, and spirit. Wick coordinates hospital visits, trains Stephen Ministers, refers counselors, and assists grieving 
families with end-of-life needs. He writes, “In my experience, we don’t find healing alone. At least, we don’t find it as 
readily as if we have another believer walking alongside us to provide spiritual/soul care at times in our lives when we 
feel upside down spiritually, physically, emotionally, or mentally.” Caring for one another in times like this communi-
cates that when one of us is hurting, the whole body is affected. We can each offer pastoral care by doing likewise in 
our friendship networks – and also by letting the church know of needs, so that each valued member of our body is 
cared for in time of need. 

 
A- Apply 
A few months ago a headline in the Houston Chronicle grabbed my attention. “Rise of the Haphazard Self is Ruining our 
Culture,” read the title of the opinion piece by David Brooks, a well-known author and columnist for the New York 
Times.  I’ve read many of his pieces and appreciate his insights.  In the column, Brooks cites a study that examined the 
lives of 107 working-class men and the attachments in their lives to occupations, family life, and church. The economy 
and cultural forces led the men to pursue many occupations at once (side hustles) with little professional continuity. 
They express a desire to be good fathers but demonstrate little commitment to the women who had given birth to the 
children. Their conception of faith is so individualized that there is nobody else to practice it with. “I treat church just 
like I treat my girlfriends,” one man said. “I’ll stick around for a while and then I’ll go on to the next one.” The research-
ers emphasize that while economic forces have disrupted the men’s lives, they are insufficient to explain the detached 
mode of life that has become common. The researchers called the mode “the autonomous generative self.” Brooks is 
advocating for creating “thick” communities across the country, so everybody, including detached young men, will have 
a chance to be enmeshed in thick and trusting relationships. He adds, “the autonomous life is not the best life. The en-
meshed life is.” Check out Brooks’ movement called Weave: the Social Fabric Project. 

I hung on to this article (I actually clipped it out of the paper and couldn’t bring myself to toss it!). This week, reading 
the Mark and the 1 Corinthians passages, I was reminded of this concept.  What Jesus envisioned and demonstrated 
and died for and advocates for now through the Holy Spirit living in us is this: a thick, enmeshed community that pro-
vides care, love, support, healing, and wholeness for all. 

Wick provided the following questions to help us think through how we have been carried to Jesus by a caring commu-
nity and how we might offer that to others. 

Who has God used in your own life to “carry you to Jesus”? What did that look like? How did you experience that? 
What was that like for you? 

 
Do you feel that you have ever “taken another person to Jesus” through your prayer, personal presence, witness? 

How was that person’s life changed? 
 
What difference does it make in a person’s life to have a person of faith walking alongside them at a time of per-

sonal brokenness, pain, or loss? 
 
What sort of resources can a Christian caregiver offer to help a hurting friend ? 
 
Is there someone in your life right now that God may be inviting you to “take to Jesus” for healing or wholeness? 

 

P – Prayer 
God who heals, we thank you for loving us so much that you desire us to be whole – in body, mind, and spirit. You 
placed us in community. You call us a body of believers, the body of Christ. Make us one with you and one with each 
other. In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen. 

 

 



Go Beyond the Sermon Every Week 
Going Beyond the Sermon is written by Teresa Rossy, Chapelwood’s Director of Grow Ministries,  

using various commentaries and sources cited above. Going Beyond the Sermon is supplemental and does 

not necessarily reflect the thought or intent of the preacher of the day. 

 

Go to www.chapelwood.org/sermon to access the sermon audio and video archives,  

Bible S.W.A.P. tool, and daily text message options.  

E-mail lfrost@chapelwood.org to receive “Going Beyond the Sermon” in your inbox. 

 

Visit www.chapelwood.org/mynextstep or download our smart phone apps for the Bible reading plan, tools 

for finding your place on the path, and suggestions for your next step of faith.  

Look for CW Discipleship and Chapelwood Children in the app store.  
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