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S—Scripture: Luke 19:1-10 

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and 
was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stat-
ure. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house to-
day.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to 
be the guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I 
will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said 
to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to 
seek out and to save the lost.” 

Notes: 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?
The story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-10 follows the story of the rich ruler in Luke 18:18-30.  Jesus’ interactions with
both rich men speak to discipleship — he invites both the respected ruler and the disrespected tax collector to follow
him, to sit at his feet, and to walk in his ways. At the end of the story of the rich ruler, who is saddened by Jesus’ call to
let go of what he holds, Jesus suggests that it takes a divine miracle in order for rich people to enter the kingdom of
God. Zacchaeus is evidence of just such a miracle.

Zacchaeus is dishonored in the community as a traitor, as someone who is fleecing his fellow citizens on behalf of the 
hated Roman Empire in his role as a chief tax collector. His actions in this story show his desire to see and be seen by 
Jesus. Today, we would call him a “seeker.” He runs through the crowd and climbs a tree to see Jesus. And Jesus sees 
him! When Jesus looks up into the sycamore tree and sees Zacchaeus perched on a limb, he bids Zacchaeus to come 
down immediately. Jesus intends to stay with Zacchaeus. The text says that Zacchaeus shimmies down the tree and 
welcomes Jesus gladly (lit., “He welcomed him, rejoicing,” or as Eugene Peterson says in The Message, “Zacchaeus 
scrambled out of the tree, hardly believing his good luck, delighted to take Jesus home with him.”) 

Notice that before the two men make it to Zacchaeus’ actual house, salvation comes to “this house.” While still stand-
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ing there under the sycamore-fig tree, Zacchaeus opens his heart and hands, vows to give to the poor and make gener-
ous restitution to those he may have cheated or overcharged in his tax-collecting endeavor (probably every customer). 
At the end of the narrative, Jesus declares that Zacchaeus has discovered his true identity. Jesus calls him a “son of 
Abraham.” And Jesus reveals his mission as the Son of Man “to seek and to save the lost.” 

A-Apply
If the story of Zacchaeus and Jesus were filmed from overhead by a drone, I imagine we would see the strong pull of
the two men toward one another. Zacchaeus urgently making his way through the crowd, one eye on Jesus and anoth-
er on the tree that would get him where he needed to be. We would see Jesus, surrounded by a crowd making his way
down the road, scanning up and down for the tax collector. As Jerry Webber describes it, “Zacchaeus’ interest in Jesus
is met by Jesus’ interest in Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus does his part . . . he puts himself in a place where he can be found by
Jesus . . . he does not play hide and seek with God. And in turn, Jesus sees him. Jesus does not overpower or coerce
Zacchaeus . . . or any of us. He sees us, seeks us . . . but he also waits for our openness, for the moment when we are
open to his presence with us.”

The strange paradox of the Gospel is that we, like Zacchaeus, may begin the spiritual journey by thinking we’re the 
seekers. But by the end of this Gospel story, we learn that “the Son of Man seeks and saves the lost” . . . that all along, 
we like Zacchaeus, have been sought by the Son of God.” 

He adds, “It is interesting that when Jesus announces Zacchaeus’ salvation, he says, “Today salvation has come to this 
house . . .” (v. 9). Traditionally, interpreters have thought of “house” in this context as the “household” of Zacchaeus. 
That may be so. But in the way we are talking about “house” here, it indicates that Jesus has touched the deepest part 
of Zacchaeus. Jesus is calling out of Zacchaeus his true identity. He has touched the “beloved-child-of-God” part of Zac-
chaeus that has lain latent within him for decades while Zacchaeus has pursued career and riches.  

“In this same way, Jesus desires to remake the inside of each of our “houses,” to call out of us our truest, God-created 
selves . . . the truest version of our selves . . . apart from our careers and finances and successes or failures . . . to call 
forth from each of us our true selves. This is the work of the Rabbi in us.” 

P-Pray
Dear Jesus, stir up in me the desire to see you and to be seen by you. I invite you come into my “house” and remake
and call out the truest, God-created part of me. Come to my house, today.  Amen.
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