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When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered around him; and he was by the sea. 
22 Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet 23 and begged him 
repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, 
and live.” 24 So he went with him. And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him.  

25 Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. 26 She had endured much un-
der many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. 27 She had heard 
about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 for she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I 
will be made well.” 29 Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her dis-
ease. 30 Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, “Who 
touched my clothes?” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who 
touched me?’” 32 He looked all around to see who had done it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, 
came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith 
has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 

35 While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble 
the teacher any further?” 36 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, 
only believe.” 37 He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. 38 When they 
came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 39 When 
he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 
40 And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, and took the child’s father and mother and those who were 
with him, and went in where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, 
“Little girl, get up!” 42 And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this 
they were overcome with amazement. 43 He strictly ordered them that no one should know this, and told them to give 
her something to eat. 

Notes: 
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W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?
The larger section in Mark’s Gospel (4:35-8:21), in which today’s text falls, includes several crossings of the Sea of Gali-
lee. In this passage, the author notes he has “crossed over again to the other side” (the western, Jewish shore, 5:21).
This back and forth action is Mark’s way of saying that Jesus ministered on both the Jewish side and the Gentile side of
the sea. He went both to those inside the Jewish Law and to those who were outside the Law. He blesses without par-
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tiality both Jews and Gentiles, both the ritually clean and the ritually impure, both those who are deemed “near to 
God” and those who are considered “far from God.” The two stories in today’s text are Jewish in context and implica-
tion . . . involving a synagogue leader and his daughter . . . and a woman who is ritually unclean because she suffers 
from a flow of blood. 

This section utilizes a split-scene format often used in Mark’s Gospel. One story is split (vv. 21-24, 35-43) and another 
story inserted in the middle (vv. 25-34). This “sandwich-style” of telling two stories allows the first narrative thread to 
be interrupted for a moment by a second narrative thread, so that the pause builds anticipation for the conclusion of 
the first. It is a gifted storyteller’s way of creating tension and making the reader/listener hungry for the resolution of 
the first story. 

A-Apply
Read the passage looking for similarities in the two stories. Note what you find. Jerry Webber notices these similarities:

Both Jairus and the woman take the initiative with Jesus. Note how they physically approach Jesus. Think about your 
own pursuit of relationship and healing from the Lord.  

Both people are desperate and hopeless when they seek Jesus. When have you been driven to Christ out of despair? 

Both Jairus and the woman were surrounded by so-called experts who were oblivious to the power of Jesus and the 
work of God. The woman received divine healing that doctors and her money could not provide. Jairus’ associates ad-
vise him not to trouble the rabbi. How might Jesus offer you what experts cannot? 

Both characters come to Jesus in faith through action. And Jesus affirms their faith. To Jairus, he says “Do not fear, only 
keep on believing.” And to the woman, “Your faith has saved you.” How is Jesus commending your faith today? In what 
ways do you need encouragement to keep acting, living, pursuing Christ and His love by faith? 

Both scenes involve settings in which there is ritual uncleanness. The woman with the flow of blood would have been 
considered ritually unclean according to Jewish purity codes. And the dead body of Jairus’ daughter would also have 
been considered ritually impure, with persons prohibited from touching her. There is nothing that prohibits Jesus from 
healing. Is there any barrier in your life that keeps you from receiving God’s love, grace, and mercy? Can you see that 
barrier fading away? 

Both stories involve “daughters” . . . the daughter of a Jewish religious official . . . and the woman who Jesus identifies 
as a “daughter” of God (v. 34). What does this mean to you? 

P-Pray
Dear Jesus, give me faith that is actionable and compels me to seek you for understanding, for love, and for healing. Let 
me see myself as you see me — needy and yet worthy to receive wholeness in you.  In Your Name I pray. Amen.
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