
BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: Luke 9:1-6 
Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and 
he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. 3 He said to them, “Take nothing for your journey, no 
staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money—not even an extra tunic. 4 Whatever house you enter, stay there, and leave from 
there. 5 Wherever they do not welcome you, as you are leaving that town shake the dust off your feet as a testimony 
against them.” 6 They departed and went through the villages, bringing the good news and curing diseases everywhere. 

Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
This passage of sending is preceded by scenes of Jesus calling persons to follow him. Read Luke 6:12-6, Matt. 5:17-25, 
and Mark 1:16-28 to get a sense of the calling of the disciples and the beginning of their apprenticeship with Jesus. As 
Rev. Carolyn Moore writes in her book, Supernatural, from Luke 4 up to Luke 9:1-2, “it is wall-to-wall ministry. Then in 
Luke 9, there is a shift: Jesus recast the vision, but this time he did so by sharing power with his followers. He pulled the 
twelve disciples together, and he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he 
sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.” Jerry Webber points out that “the persons called 
by Jesus to follow him are also those who are sent into the world in Jesus’ name. But the calling and the sending are 
two different events. The in-between time (what Moore calls wall-to-wall ministry) is the period of preparation.” 
 
Just as Jesus was apprenticed to his heavenly father and then sent to the world to proclaim the Good News, Jesus calls 
his disciples to himself first to hear from their rabbi, to learn, observe, and practice alongside him. Then, he commis-
sions them and sends them — they are now apostles. They are filled with Jesus’ power and authority to proclaim the 
kingdom of God and bring all that entails — healing, freedom from demons and unclean spirits and diseases that de-
stroy.  Throughout this series, we have seen Jesus “crossing to the other side” geographically, culturally, religiously. 
Now he is sending this closest followers to do the same.  As Moore puts it, “There is a catch, of course, to this kind of 
sending. To drive out demons, you have to get within spitting distance of demon-possessed people. To heal, you have 
to touch people with all manner of disease. To proclaim the kingdom, you have to associate with heathens. You must 
get up close and personal with the poor, the prisoners, the blind, and the oppressed. That was and is the offer on the 
table because that, Jesus said, is how climates change and the kingdom comes.” (Supernatural, p. 14) 

A note about the meaning of the phrase “power and authority” in this passage. “The power Jesus gives his followers is 
the explosive power of dynamite (Greek: dunamis). But Jesus’ dunamis s not the power to demolish or destroy. The 
dynamic energy (dunamis) of Jesus is the power of love,” writes Jerry Webber. Moore emphasizes that the mark of the 
Holy Spirit on a person’s life is a supernatural ability to love (see Galatians 5:22-23). Authority is the Greek word exou-
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sia — the authority that one person has by virtue of his or her relationship to someone else who is in a position of pow-
er. For example, an ambassador acting of behalf of a country’s president in a foreign land. Webber explains the two 
concepts working together this way: “When Jesus ‘gives them authority,’ he is bestowing on the Twelve regency as 
they go out of mission. He is giving them the exousia that has been given to him by the Father. These apostles will 
speak and act with the authority of Jesus; that is, the very love, mercy, and compassion that filled Jesus would be com-
municated to the world through them.” 

 

A-Apply 
The process of discipleship is on display in this passage and the ministry that goes before it in the Gospels. It is helpful 
to examine your own calling by Christ. When have you sensed Jesus saying to you, “Come, follow me?”  

 

Where are you in the journey of sitting at the feet of the Rabbi? How are you being apprenticed by Christ?  Are you 
watching for proclamations of the Gospel in your daily life?  Do you sense opportunities to share Christ’s love with oth-
ers?  How are you practicing your faith, so that you are ready to be sent? 

 

If you are currently “on mission” for Christ, what are you relying on for your power and authority? Is the dynamic 
power of love flowing freely through you to others?  Are you representing Jesus with authority, knowing that it is your 
closeness to him that gives you supernatural power to proclaim the Kingdom, cast out demons, cure diseases, and heal 
the sick?  A way to check this is to examine during a day how much you are actually relying on your skills and abilities, 
your past successes, or your personality gifts in relationships and situations. Moore asks, “Let’s get honest here. Where 
in your life do you need to humbly admit that your ministry or work is more about natural effort and good intention 
and less about the power of God? Where have you become tired of the striving?” 

 

How are you engaging your calling and sending alongside your brothers and sisters in the church? Webber reminds 
us, “As Jesus gave the Twelve power to emulate his ministry, so Jesus gives to the Church power and authority to em-
body him in the world . . The Church is not constituted by Jesus as a volunteer, non-profit organization. The Church is 
constituted by the call and commission of Jesus. And the Church, if rightly connected in living relationship to her Lord, 
moves forward with the power and authority of Jesus. Only then are we able to fulfill the mandate we have received 
from Jesus to embody his life in the world.”  

 
Is it time for you to be a rabbi for someone else? Our sermon is titled, Being the Feet of the Rabbi. Jesus sent the apos-
tles to places he did not go and he is still sending apostles today. I have sat at his feet for decades now and have been 
called to teach others to serve in ministry. In this ministry training we learn to say, “Like Jesus, I am a rabbi, a teacher of 
the people of God.” It feels strange at first to speak this truth aloud, and yet; it feels right with time and practice. For 
whom are you a rabbi, a teacher of the people of God? 

 
P-Pray 
Thank you, God, for sending Jesus as an apostle into the world. Thank you, for calling me to follow Him, to learn from 
him, and to be sent by Him with supernatural power and authority. Lord, I humbly seek to fulfill that call alongside my 
brothers and sisters in Christ, so that the world may experience your Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. Amen  
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