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S—Scripture: Mark 8:22-26 
They came to Bethsaida. Some people brought a blind man to him and begged him to touch him. 23 He took the blind 
man by the hand and led him out of the village; and when he had put saliva on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he 
asked him, “Can you see anything?” 24 And the man looked up and said, “I can see people, but they look like trees, walk-
ing.” 25 Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he looked intently and his sight was restored, and he saw every-
thing clearly. 26 Then he sent him away to his home, saying, “Do not even go into the village.”[  

 

Notes: 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
If we view the Gospel story as an escalating series of steps, Mark 8:22—10:52 is the midway landing on staircase. This 
section is framed with two healings of blind men. The blind man in Bethsaida and the blind man named Bartimaeus on 
the road outside Jericho. The healings highlight the disciples’ misunderstanding of Jesus as a new prophet of the stat-
ure of Moses and Elijah and his eventual role of martyr-messiah of Israel. Read the whole section aloud to sense the 
direction in which Jesus is headed — to the cross — and his hopes for his disciples — understanding (seeing) his mis-
sion and identity. 
 
Like the man lowered through the roof in last week’s story, people bring the blind man to Jesus and ask Jesus to touch 
him. Jesus leads him out of the village and touches him not once, but twice as he gradually regains clear sight. Finally, 
Jesus sends the man home — not by way of his village. Like the story last week, we can “see” ourselves in the story in 
several possible roles.  Who am I bringing to Jesus for healing?  How is Jesus restoring my sight? What is there to avoid 
in my village?  Does one of these questions lead you to a new act of obedience to Jesus? 
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A-Apply 
Jerry Webber writes, “To be sure, the progressive healing of sight is essential not only for the blind man of Bethsaida, 
for Peter, or for the disciples who walked with Jesus. This is the ongoing discipleship task for everyone who would sit at 
the feet of the Rabbi . . . all who would be a devoted follower of Jesus. Jesus came to bring ‘recovery of sight to the 
blind’ in his liberating ministry of bringing freedom to those who are oppressed (Luke 4:18). Our Christian spiritual tra-
dition tells us that the goal of spirituality is to see more and more clearly. Everyone is on this journey to sight . . . on this 
continuum.” 
 
“In the church of my adolescence, we believed that God healed us and changed us and gave us sight all in an instant . . . 
at the altar call, or when praying the Sinner’s Prayer, or when joining the church . . . all the change God had in mind for 
us happened in an instant. Only later did I begin to understand the ongoing nature of salvation, that we are continuous-
ly being saved, and thus continuously being given new sight,” he concludes. (Notes on Mark 8:22-26, August 9, 2020) 
 
Perhaps the story suggests that we, too, must seek clear vision in an ongoing way and that might require us to “leave 
our village” and learn new ways of seeing the people who are walking all around us.  
 
Make your way through the following statements as a way of discerning the Gospel call to see God, yourself, others, 
and the world through the spiritual eyes of faith. 

To see God as God truly is . . . the center of life . . . overflowing in compassion, endlessly merciful, and full of 
steadfast love 
 

To see yourself as you truly are . . . a fallible human who is nonetheless loved and valued as a unique child of 
God . . . and the very hands, feet, and heart of Christ in the world . . . no better and no worse than anyone else 
 

To see others of every race and nationality as they truly are . . . fallible humans who are nonetheless loved and 
valued as unique children of God . . . no more and no less than you are . . . no better and no worse than anyone 
else 
 

To see the entire world as the domain of God . . . “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof, the world 
and all the people in it” . . .  

 

P- Prayer 
Create your own prayer using your responses to the statements above. 
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