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SERMON SERIES OVERVIEW 
 
Spiritual formation in the first century employed the rabbinical style of teaching. This teaching method used questions 
from the students to create discussion. Basically, people would get together and discuss how to interpret the Scrip-
tures and how to live out the interpretation in their lives.  The Jews of Jesus’ day championed the study of scripture.   
Their most gifted teachers walked from town to town teaching the Scriptures. Customarily the teacher (rabbi) sat on 
low pillows or chairs while they taught. Their disciples (listeners or students) sat on the ground or on mats around 
them. The expression of this practice was “to sit at his feet.” This expression is used in Acts 22:3 when Paul describes 
himself. “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, educated strictly ac-
cording to our ancestral law, being zealous for God, just as all of you are today.” 
 
The goal of the disciple was to learn from and become like the rabbi because a good disciple is one who learned from 
their rabbi what it means to become a living example of what it means to live out God’s Word in their life. As followers 
of Christ we are still called to discipleship, becoming like Him through the power of His Spirit at work within us. The 
question for us is this: Are we sitting at the feet of the Rabbi to hear his words … seeking to learn from him AND live 
like him?   

 
BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: Luke 10:38-42 

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her 
home. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha 
was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to 
do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried 
and distracted by many things; 42 there is need of only one thing.[l] Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be 
taken away from her.” 

Notes: 

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey? 
One of the most famous biblical passages that describes a disciple who sat at the feet of a rabbi is that of Mary at the 
feet of Jesus in Luke 10:38-42. Mary sat at the feet of Jesus while Martha ran around the house distracted by the nec-
essary work of a host. This setting goes along with another rabbinic saying attributed to the second century rabbi, Yose 
ben Yoser, which says, “Let your house be a meeting place for the rabbis, and cover yourself in the dust of their feet, 
and drink their words thirstily.” Martha, Mary, and their brother Lazarus used their home to host their rabbi, Jesus, on 
many occasions. In this particular story, Martha was not so thrilled that Mary had not helped with any of the prepara-
tions. So, she asked Jesus to get Mary to help her.  Jesus responded, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted 
by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from 
her.” Jesus didn’t condemn Martha, rather he commends Mary. He revealed that she chosen what is best, and that 
was to sit at his feet. By sitting at the feet of Jesus, Mary chose to learn from him. Just like any other rabbi and disciple 
relationship this wouldn’t be lecture style, but rather it would be a dialogue full of questions and discussion.   The fact 
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that Mary is a woman complicates the story for first century readers. Mishnah Abot says, “Let the house be a meeting 
house for the sages and sit amid the dust of their feet and drink in their words with thirst … but talk not much with 
womankind.”  Mary is acting like a man.  She neglects her duty and violates a clear cultural boundary.  She is bringing 
shame upon the house. Martha is acting appropriately in the culture as it is defined. Jesus sees that behind Martha’s 
work is distraction. John Stephens writes, “Jesus spoke earlier of the seed falling among thorns – too distracted by 
“cares and riches and pleasures of life” (Luke 8:14).  She is fulfilling her role, but secondary matters intrude to distract 
her from hearing God’s words.  One does not live by bread alone.” 

 
A-Apply 
Dr. Jerry Webber teaches folks to interpret Scripture in a “unitive” way, looking for “both/and” rather than “either/or” 
applications — especially in interpreting the stories about Jesus’ life and his parables in the Gospels. This passage is a 
good example of the principle. He writes, “It is common for preachers and teachers to suggest that because Jesus 
praised Mary as doing the “one thing necessary” and choosing “the better part” that he was telling Martha to put down 
her work and come sit at his feet, as Mary was doing. Therefore, this interpretation says, Jesus asks us to choose to be 
Mary and not to be Martha.  I want to suggest that Jesus was not asking us to choose between being Mary or being 
Martha. Rather, in a radical way, Jesus was asking us to hold Mary and Martha together. He was not separating the two 
in an either/or way, but was asking us to consider them as a both/and way of being in the world.” 
 
Traditionally, Mary is viewed as an inward-focused, introspective contemplative follower of Christ while Martha is seen 
as an outward-focused, service-oriented active follower. Some compare Mary as an introvert and Martha as an extra-
vert. We often hear in Bible discussions of this passage: “Are you a Mary OR a Martha?” Sometimes entire Christian 
communities or churches go in one direction OR the other in their ministry focus. Webber writes, “To take either Mary 
or Martha without the other leads to a life lived out of balance. If the two are not held together, you will fall into a 
ditch on one side of the road or the other.  
 
“To nurture only the Mary part of you means you can easily become a reclusive hermit . . . not engage the brokenness 
of the world . . . stay separate from others . . . remain distant from the challenges and brokenness of the world . . . 
make prayer the only thing . . . so that your Christ-embodying life never touches the world.  To nurture only your Mar-
tha is to become out of balance in the other direction . . . only action, only service, only doing good in the world, but 
without any inner center to fuel the social action. This can easily lead to burn-out . . . to the weariness that comes from 
doing good for the sake of doing good . . . but doing so without any spiritual center. Without an inner spiritual center, 
our own false self gets entangled in the good we do – often doing the good for the sake of our own false self or fragile 
ego, rather than from a spiritual center which thrusts us into the world with the energy and vision of God – and so very 
often our doing-good becomes toxic to others because our works become so enmeshed in our own shadow self.” 
 
How can you nurture the devotional, contemplative part of your heart that yearns to sit at the feet of the rabbi? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
How can you nurture the example of the rabbi to feed the hungry, heal the sick, cast out demons, and proclaim the 
kingdom of God? (Luke 9:1-2)How might you do this work without becoming distracted from taking time to sit at the 
feet of Jesus?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

P- Prayer 
Jesus, draw me to yourself to hear your words and learn from you in a quiet place and send me out to work in your 
world without losing my focus on You.  Amen. 



BIBLE S.W.A.P. 

S—Scripture: Mark 1:4-11 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized 
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming 
up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

Notes: 

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
The book of Mark begins with a proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ. “In this book Jesus of Nazareth is not 
merely the Jewish Messiah: he is the strong Son of God, able to deliver us from the powers of evil around us that hold 
us in bondage to them.” (“The Gospel According to Mark” by Lindsey P. Pherigo in “The Interpreters One Volume 
Commentary on the Bible,” 1971, p. 645) Before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist, dressed like the 
prophet Elijah, calls the people of Israel to repentance that is enacted with a baptism with water for the forgiveness of 
sins. People came from Jerusalem and the countryside to renew their covenant with God. Jesus came from Galilee to 
participate in this renewal movement. The lesser John will baptize the greater Jesus with water in the Jordan River 
and here, when Jesus comes up out of the water, the gospel story begins in Mark. “He saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.’” (vs. 10-11) 
 
Jesus’ experience at his baptism is described by Mark as a personal one. He sees the heavens opened and the dove 
descending. He hears God’s voice speaking to him. The trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit commune here at the 
Jordan River. Later, at the Transfiguration (Mark 9:2-8), Jesus will again experience this kind of vision. Saul, on the 
road to Damascus sees a light from heaven and hears Jesus’ voice speaking to him. (Acts 9:1-9) Later Paul calls his en-
counter a “heavenly vision” in Acts 26:19.  In Matthew and Luke, the presence of Holy Spirit and Father at Jesus’ bap-
tism is told as an objective event that bystanders observed; but in Mark, the encounter is personal, observable only by 
Jesus. And yet, this personal experience marks the beginning of his very public ministry.   

A- Apply 
Hebrews 2:10 and 12:2 call Jesus the pioneer of our salvation who was made perfect through suffering and the cross. 
His baptism is an early indicator of his leadership – submitting to a public display of faith and obedience in his commu-
nity. “In the life of faith, he is the trailblazer where other will follow. He does what his people must do,” writes John L. 
Hiigel in Partnering with the King, page 26. “The beloved Son of God lived a normal human life in a small Galilean 
town. He went regularly to synagogue and learned the Scriptures (Luke 4:16), as any good Israelite young man would 
have done. Jesus identified with the people. He was baptized into solidarity with us, and he lived our life so we could 
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learn to live his. God is well pleased with Jesus, and he has set out to form a whole people with whom he can be well 
pleased. . . God is on the move to have his beneficial way on the human scene. We ready ourselves by opening the way 
for him in our hearts.” 
 

Meditating on the baptism of Jesus helps to connect us with this transformative experience.  Here are a couple of ways 
to immerse yourself in the power of Jesus’ act.  

Find an icon from the Orthodox tradition to help you imagine the scene.  There are many images and explanations of 
the images available online. Sit with the picture and the Scripture passage from Mark. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Read all the baptism of Jesus passages in the Gospels (Mark 1:1-11; Matthew 3:13-17; Luke 3:21-22). What are the sim-
ilarities and differences? What part of this story do you notice for the first time?  Can you picture the scene? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Romans 6:4 says, “Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.” Recall your own baptism. Imagine 
yourself being immersed in the River Jordan along with Christ. Get a small bowl of water and dip your finger in the wa-
ter and make the sign of the cross on your palm or your face and shoulders. Thank God for your salvation and what 
that means to you today. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If you have never been baptized, and desire to commit your life to Christ, please contact a pastor to talk and pray 
about your decision. Being baptized and joining a local church will enable you to live out your faith in covenantal com-
munity as Jesus did.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

P- Prayer 

Jesus, thank you for leading the way for your followers, including me. You are the Son of God, the anointed 

King of Israel in whom the Father is well pleased and on whom the Spirit rests. Open the heavens and pour 

out your Spirit in and through me and through your Church. In Jesus’ name. Amen 
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JULY 12                    ENOUGH OF DROWNING  

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: Matthew 14:22-33  
Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 
And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 
there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 
And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 
they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, 
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out 
of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became 
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”  Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught 
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in 
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey? 
In Matthew’s Gospel, this is the second time the disciples are terrified on the stormy sea. In Matthew 8:23-27, Jesus is 

with them in the boat and they are afraid of drowning. He calms the storm and chides them for their “little faith.” This 

time, “Peter admirably explores the limits, trying to apply the lesson Jesus has taught repeatedly: the power Jesus ex-

erts is available for his disciples to exert. (See also Luke 9:1-2) He says, ‘Tell me to come to you on the water,’ and Jesus 

says, ‘Come.’ The power that Jesus grants to disciples is never independent of him. Faith is to keep our eyes fixed on 

Jesus. Fear is to look away from him and stare instead at the daunting circumstances. Peter walks in faith – oh, what a 

moment! – and then sinks in fear. Jesus rescues him and says, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ We may imagine 

that Jesus’ face is not stern, but tender.” (Partnering with the King, p. 137.) 

 

In this passage, we see the developing faith of Peter. He is still a man of “little faith,” but he is actively trying to be like 

Jesus and to be with Jesus. He gets out of the boat and begins to walk on water! And then doubt creeps in and sinking 

begins; but, Peter takes another step of faith – he cries out to Jesus for help. We would call this prayer. Finally, Jesus 

reaches out to Peter and together they walk on water back to the boat. The part of the scene when Jesus reaches his 

hand out to a sinking Peter reassures both Peter and the other disciples that with Christ, all things are possible. Their 

faith is growing.  

 
A- Apply 
““This is that crazy story of Peter walking on water.  A story about the places where God calls us to stand (on) some-
thing that does not look like it should support, something that is not able to hold our weight, but still he calls,” says 
Xach Blunt of Iconoclast. “To stand there we have to be rooted in the alternative vision of this radical brown Jewish 
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dude who holds life in his being.” He points to a poem by David Whyte, “The Truelove.” Blunt continues, “There is 
something about having ‘had enough of drowning’ that really catches my eye.  I think our black and brown brothers are 
saying this, I think addicts who get sober are saying this, I think folks that walk away from greed are saying this, I think 
folks that are working to change systemic policies are saying this. And where we step should not support us (at least 
that is the lie we believe) but it does if we take the hand of the One who calls us into this new reality, this new world.” 

As you read this poem, imagine Jesus reaching out his hand to you – to keep you from drowning – and showing you 
that you can walk by faith across the water as He does. 

P-Pray 
Like the poet, let your response to  Matthew 14:22-33 be your prayer today. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

There is a faith in loving fiercely 
the one who is rightfully yours, 
especially if you have 
waited years and especially 
if part of you never believed 
you could deserve this 
loved and beckoning hand 
held out to you this way. 

I am thinking of faith now 
and the testaments of loneliness 
and what we feel we are 
worthy of in this world. 

Years ago in the Hebrides 
I remember an old man 
who walked every morning 
on the grey stones 
to the shore of the baying seals, 

who would press his hat 
to his chest in the blustering 
salt wind and say his prayer 

to the turbulent Jesus 
hidden in the water, 

and I think of the story 
of the storm and everyone 
waking and seeing 
the distant 
yet familiar figure 
far across the water 
calling to them, 

and how we are all 
preparing for that 
abrupt waking, 
and that calling, 
and that moment 
we have to say yes, 
except it will 
not come so grandly, 
so Biblically, 
but more subtly 
and intimately in the face 
of the one you know 
you have to love, 

so that when we finally step out of the 
boat 
toward them, we find 
everything holds 
us, and confirms 
our courage, and if you wanted 
to drown you could, 
but you don’t 

because finally 
after all the struggle 
and all the years, 
you don’t want to any more, 
you’ve simply had enough 
of drowning 
and you want to live and you 
want to love and you will 
walk across any territory 
and any darkness, 
however fluid and however 
dangerous, to take the 
one hand you know 
belongs in yours. 

THE TRUELOVE BY DAVID WHYTE 



JULY 19              THE CONVER SION OF JESUS  

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: Mark 7:24-27  
From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he 
was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard 
about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She 
begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the chil-
dren’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went 
home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the 
Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand 
on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched 
his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately 
his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the 
more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has 
done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
The location of these stories is important.  Look at the map in your Bible and notice that Tyre and Sidon are on the 
coast of the Mediterranean in present-day Lebanon – outside the boundary of Israel. When Jesus entered a house in 
Tyre, he was most likely in the home of a Gentile.  The woman who bows down to him on behalf of her demon-
possessed daughter is a Gentile, a Greek, a Syrophoenician.  Matthew’s gospel calls her a Canaanite.  All of these de-
scriptions mean “not a Jew.” Jesus’ reference to children being fed first and their food thrown to dogs symbolizes Israel 
as the children and Gentiles as the dogs, common expressions of the day.  “The emphasis is related to the general ac-
knowledgment of early Gentile Christianity that ‘salvation is from the Jews’ (John 4:22), or that the actual order of pri-
ority is “the Jew first and also the Greek’ (Romans 2:10).” (The Interpreters One-Volume Commentary on the Bible, 
1971, p. 656) 

The woman whose daughter was healed is the only person in Mark to call Jesus Lord.  The NRSV translates this word as 
Sir, but the meaning is Lord – and in Mark this recognition is credited solely to Gentile devotion and insight. Also, the 
woman’s persistent faith and belief in Jesus as Lord results in the healing of her daughter from a distance – a remarka-
ble miracle. 

This story is followed by another remarkable miracle in Gentile territory. Jesus, in a three-day healing sit-in recorded in 
Matthew 15:29-31, during which he heals the lame, the maimed, the blind, and the mute, puts his fingers into the ears 
of a deaf man with a speech impediment. He touches the man’s tongue, using his own spit, and implores God to open 
the man’s ears and tongue. Mark records the man’s immediate ability to hear and to talk plainly. The people – who had 
brought the man to Jesus and begged him to lay his hands on the man – proclaimed His healing gifts. 

 

 



A-Apply 

Dr. Matthew Russell titled his sermon “The Conversion of Jesus.” He explains, “There is the story about Jesus going to 

the other side of the lake (a border crossing) were ‘those people’ live. He has been talking about the grace of God for 

the Jews and the folks ‘on his side’ but here is this women who has a sick daughter who is asking for her daughter to be 

healed -- and she is just banging on about it and the disciples are telling her and ask Jesus to tell her to shut up.(See the 

parallel passage in Matthew 15:21-28.)  Jesus uses this word (dogs) that would be equivalent to the “N” word in our 

culture and this woman turns the tables on Jesus in the amazing exchange. I think that Jesus, talking about this radical 

grace in his own culture thought it stopped at the border of Israel but then the Spirit, in a sense, taps him on his shoul-

der and shows him that grace is boundless; that it is in places where his own culture has told him it is not.  For Jesus to 

fulfill his own mission he must include this woman and her culture in the horizon of God’s activity in the world.  It’s the 

conversion (paradigm shift) of Jesus because even Jesus had to be stretched by the boundless grace of God that shows 

up in places that religion builds a wall and says, “not here.” 

 

What are some places, circumstances, or beliefs in your own life that the Lord is stretching you to see in new ways? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

P-Pray 
Lord, give me the faith of the Syrophoenician woman, the restored ears and tongue of the deaf man, and the obedi-

ence of Jesus to go where you lead me.  Amen  
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JULY 26          ALL THE LIGHT YOU CANNOT SEE  

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 

S—Scripture: John 8:1-11 

Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him and he sat down and began to teach 

them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery; and making her stand before 

all of them, they said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the law 

Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” They said this to test him, so that they might 

have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. When they kept on 

questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw 

a stone at her.” And once again he bent down and wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they went away, one by 

one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus straightened up 

and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, sir.” And Jesus said, 

“Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not sin again.” 

Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
Crowds of people followed Jesus wherever he went. Some came for learning – to sit at the feet of the rabbi. Some 

came for healing. In this story, the scribes and Pharisees come to test and trap Jesus. Jesus, aware of their motives to-

ward himself and toward the woman, applies his own test to them. He challenges the men to examine their motives in 

this action and their previous life choices and gives them the chance to act justly. Jesus looks at the heart and under-

stands the motivations held within. John 2:23-25 says that many were believing in his name because they saw the signs 

Jesus was doing, but “Jesus on his part would not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people and needed no 

one to testify about anyone, for he himself knew what was in everyone.” Jesus knew what was in the men who shoved 

the woman out for all the crowd to see. He knew that even though they addressed him as Teacher, they were not there 

to learn with open hearts. And yet, as he writes in the dirt, formulating his answer, he creates a learning environment 

that will teach the lesson he wants to convey. The message is received – let anyone without sin be the first to throw a 

stone. As all the men leave the scene, Jesus is left alone with the woman, who is also free from condemnation.  

 

A-Apply 
The story illustrates a consistent theme in all of Scripture – that God’s nature and Jesus’ character is to is to seek and to 
save the lost and to offer forgiveness and acceptance to all who will receive it – both the “sinner” and the “saint.” Think 
of Cain and Abel.  God’s first question to Cain when his offering was found to be unacceptable was, “Why are you an-
gry?” Right there, at that juncture, God gives Cain a chance to change, to repent. It is only later that Cain is asked, 
“Where is your brother?” In this story, Matt Russell writes, “the powerful men believe it is the woman who needs to 
change . . .  when in reality, they have failed to do the hard work of introspection, reflection, and knowing their own 
interior. For them, the problem is always "out there" and never "in here" within their own interior.  The step of faith 
we can apply from the story is to take the second look, the look deeper in at our own motivations.   I don’t know what 
Jesus writes in the sand, but it draws these men up short and they all drop their rocks, their weapons of death and 
slowly back out the oldest first to the youngest.” 
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The mercy of Christ is to give both the accused and the accuser the opportunity to receive forgiveness, redemption, 

and real change.   

Can you think of a time when you were wrong and you allowed the Holy Spirit to cleanse, heal, and change your atti-

tude and even your actions?   

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Can you recall a time when Christ protected you and confirmed your worthiness when you were falsely accused? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

P- Prayer
Dear God, I offer my heart to you in openness and reflection. Show me my motivations and the desires that drive them.

I offer them to you for change.  I sit at your feet, Lord Jesus.  Amen.
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