
 

 

 
GOING BEYOND THE SERMON 

October 23, Love Your Neighbor 
Dr. John Stephens 

 

Our October sermon series will be aligned with United Methodists across our nation. 

In the spring, a group of UMC pastors worked together on a sermon series that we 

believe we all need in our country as we move toward another divisive election sea-

son. We encourage everyone in our community to follow the direction of Micah 6:6-8:  

 

“What does the Lord require?  

Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.” 

 

Christians can make a profound difference in our culture  

around what divides so many.  

 



BIBLE S.W.A.P. 

S-Scripture: Mark 12:28-34 
 

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, he 
asked him, ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, 
the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” There is no other com-
mandment greater than these.’ Then the scribe said to him, ‘You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that “he is 
one, and besides him there is no other”; and “to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with 
all the strength”, and “to love one’s neighbour as oneself”,—this is much more important than all whole burnt-
offerings and sacrifices.’ When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom 
of God.’ After that no one dared to ask him any question. 

 

Notes 
________________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
 
Mark, Matthew, and Luke retell versions of this story. In each setting, Jesus is being tested by the religious leaders of 
his day with back-and-forth questioning. In the Mark and Matthew accounts, he is asked which commandment in the 
Law is most important. In Luke, he is asked what the law says one must do to inherit eternal life.  In all cases, Jesus 
responds with what we call the Great Commandment, summed up as Love God, Love Neighbor. The scribes, Phari-
sees, Sadducees, and lawyers who probed Jesus would know that Jesus was quoting Deuteronomy 6:4 (the Shema) – 
a good Jewish answer. However, when Jesus adds that love of God means love of neighbor by reciting Leviticus 19:18, 
he inserts a section of the law that lines out a series of rules condemning exploitation and oppression of the poor. It’s 
interesting that all the religious experts who question Jesus agree with him that love of God and love of neighbor are 
more important than the extensive sacrifices required by Jews in the Temple – from which many of them derive their 
living and standing in the community. 

Luke’s version (10:25 – 37) concludes with Jesus’ example of the Good Samaritan.  After telling the story, Jesus asks 
the lawyer who questioned him, “Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

A-Apply 

 
“According to Scripture, God’s justice, compassion, and righteousness manifest in an active, real-world response. This 
is not a God who offers sympathy, best wishes, or cruel character-building exercise. This is a God who wants evildoers 
brought to account and vulnerable people protected – here and now!” 
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“Knowing the pain is real, God doesn’t spiritualize the suffering of injustice. God knows the whip is real, the fist hurts, 
torture kills, and injustice can so brutalize our spirit as to make us feel forsaken by the heavenly Father,” writes Gary A. 
Haugen in Good News about Injustice. He uses this modern-day example: “The US civil rights leader Martin Luther King 
Jr. would often refer to the Jericho Road (traveled by the Samaritan, the robbers, the priest, the Levite and the victim in 
the parable) in his sermons. He would say he didn’t just want to be the Good Samaritan – he was tired of seeing people 
battered, bruised, and bloody along the dangerous Jericho Roads of life. Instead he wants to fix the road, pave it, and 
add streetlights to allow everyone safe passage. (From Dr. King’s final speech, “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop,” and 
other sermons). 

What are some ways you and your church can love your neighbors – to fix the road they must travel to get through 
their daily tasks? 
 

Read Mark 12:30 slowly, aloud. What speaks to you spirit about each element of loving God: 

With all my heart 

 

With all my soul 

 

With all my mind 

 

With all my strength 

 

If each of these ways of loving God expanded in your life, how would that change the way you treat your neighbor? 

 

 

P-Pray 

Lord Jesus, I humbly ask you to reveal to me ways  to “go and do likewise” in regard to my neighbor.  I need forgiveness 

for my lack of love for my neighbor and I need your love, kindness, and mercy to grow in me, so that I may embody 

these acts for the sake of others. Help me, Lord, to love you more by loving my neighbor more.  It is in your Name that I 

pray and give thanks. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Going Beyond the Sermon 
 

Take notes and dig deeper using Bible S.W.A.P:  
Scripture, What Does it Mean, Application, Prayer 

 
To receive Going Beyond the Sermon in your inbox, e-mail Laura Frost, lfrost@chapelwood.org.  

GBS is written by Teresa Rossy, Director of Adult Discipleship,  
Chapelwood United Methodist Church.  



11140 Greenbay 
Houston, TX, 77024 

www.chapelwood.org     (713)354-3467 

Join Dr. John Stephens, Rev. Bob Johnson, Rev. Wick Stuckey and Teresa Rossy  

for a study for traditional Methodists who want to remain in the UMC.   

Each session will include teaching and time for small group dialogue about our theology,  

approach to Scripture, historical decisions on other divisive issues, and where the United 

Methodist Church finds itself now and where we may be headed as a denomination.  The 

curriculum these leaders have written is posted on www.chapelwood.org/umc.  

It will be our guide for the four weeks.  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chapelwood.org%2Fumc&data=05%7C01%7CJPinkerton%40chapelwood.org%7Cb273b06e42794b164b5908da96694616%7C6b7a0348f69f49eca36bb0521ab04612%7C0%7C0%7C637987676153154173%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ

