
 

 

 
GOING BEYOND THE SERMON 

October 30, Where Politics and Religion Meet 
Dr. John Stephens 

 

Our October sermon series will be aligned with United Methodists across our nation. 

In the spring, a group of UMC pastors worked together on a sermon series that we 

believe we all need in our country as we move toward another divisive election sea-

son. We encourage everyone in our community to follow the direction of Micah 6:6-8:  

 

“What does the Lord require?  

Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.” 

 

Christians can make a profound difference in our culture  

around what divides so many.  

 



BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S-Scripture: Luke 20:21-25  
 
So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you are right in what you say and teach, and you show deference to no 
one, but teach the way of God in accordance with truth. 22Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 
23But he perceived their craftiness and said to them, 24"Show me a denarius. Whose head and whose title does it 
bear?” They said, “The emperor’s.” 25He said to them, “Then give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s.”  

 

Notes 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
 
In Luke’s version of this story, the scribes and chief priests sent spies who pretended to be honest to trap him, so that 
they could hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the governor. IN Mark’s version, the representatives of 
both the Jerusalem priestly establishment and Herod Antipas’s regime conspire to entrap Jesus into giving some pre-
text to arrent and kill him.  Later in Luke 23:2, he is falsely accused of telling the people not to pay taxes.  

They start by buttering him up: “Teacher, we know you are right in what you say and teach . . .”  Their question 
whether or not it is lawful to pay taxes to the emperor reflects a genuine dilemma of the Jews in Roman-occupied 
Israel. Some faithful Jews did not use Roman coins; instead they traded with specially minted Jewish coinage. “In the 
strict adherence to the covenantal law (commandment) of Moses, supposedly advocated by the Pharisees them-
selves, it was not lawful (to pay taxes) because God was their exclusive sovereign. Yet the Romans treated nonpay-
ment of tribute as rebellion. Turning the trick question back upon the questioners, Jesus exposes their own collabora-
tion with the Romans by asking them to show him a coin – literally forcing their hand. Jesus ingeniously gives an am-
biguous answer that does not literally advocate non-payment of tribute to the emperor, but could be understood that 
way by those committed to the first commandment of the covenantal law of Moses: the things that are the emper-
or’s, i.e., nothing; the things that are God’s, i.e., everything.” (From notes on Mark 12:13-17, New Oxford Bible, NRSV, 
p. 1814-1815.) 

 

A-Apply 

 
“The question of paying taxes was a difficult one for devout Jews of the day. “If they were observing God’s law, how 
could they possibly agree to pay taxes to a pagan overlord? Especially when the coins they had to use flouted Jewish 
law by using a picture of a human being (Caesar) and by describing him in words that a Jew would regard as blasphe-
mous,” writes N. T. Wright in Luke for Everyone, p. 240. “The theme of ‘giving the Romans back what they deserve’ 
might have been heard as a sign that the revolutionaries, though wrong in their methods, were right in their belief 
that God’s people should not be crushed under pagan rule. But, on the other hand, the challenge to Jerusalem, the 
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Temple, its rulers, and their hypocritical underlings, are all concentrated in the second half of the command: give God 
back what belongs to him.  Jesus’ own accusation against his contemporaries is that they have consistently failed to 
worship their true and living God, and to live as his people before the world.” 

Wright goes on to say, “It is impossible to read out of this exchange a theory of ‘church and state’ or ‘Christianity and 
politics.’ It is too brief, dense and specific. However, every thoughtful Christian must sooner or later face those ques-
tions, and when that happens we should at least get the priorities right.’  

How do you engage with the tug of ‘rendering unto Caesar?” 

What do you think it means today to give to God what belongs to him?” 

What do you envision when you think of the church “living as God’s people before the world?” 

 

 

P-Pray 

Dear Lord, in these times, it feels as if we are being questioned about our faith and practices by those who want to trap 

us or label us, just as Jesus was in his day. Comfort us and enfold us with your love and wisdom. Give us confidence to 

trust you as people who are living in Your kingdom while also engaging as citizens in our city, state, and nation.   

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Going Beyond the Sermon 
 

Take notes and dig deeper using Bible S.W.A.P:  
Scripture, What Does it Mean, Application, Prayer 

 
To receive Going Beyond the Sermon in your inbox, e-mail Laura Frost, lfrost@chapelwood.org.  

GBS is written by Teresa Rossy, Director of Adult Discipleship,  
Chapelwood United Methodist Church.  



11140 Greenbay 
Houston, TX, 77024 

www.chapelwood.org     (713)354-3467 

Join Dr. John Stephens, Rev. Bob Johnson, Rev. Wick Stuckey and Teresa Rossy  

for a study for traditional Methodists who want to remain in the UMC.   

Each session will include teaching and time for small group dialogue about our theology,  

approach to Scripture, historical decisions on other divisive issues, and where the United 

Methodist Church finds itself now and where we may be headed as a denomination.  The 

curriculum these leaders have written is posted on www.chapelwood.org/umc.  

It will be our guide for the four weeks.  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chapelwood.org%2Fumc&data=05%7C01%7CJPinkerton%40chapelwood.org%7Cb273b06e42794b164b5908da96694616%7C6b7a0348f69f49eca36bb0521ab04612%7C0%7C0%7C637987676153154173%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ

