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Join us on Sundays, June 12 -  August 7 

as we discover the boundlessness of God's love. 

Exploring the book of Acts, we will look into the  

core values of community and how God expands  

our preconceived ideas about boundaries. 



BIBLE S.W.A.P. 

S-Scripture: Acts 2:42-47 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 Awe 
came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 All who believed 
were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the pro-
ceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at 
home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
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W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
In this passage, Luke lays out what are known as the “four marks of the church” – the apostles’ teaching; the common 
life of those who believed; the breaking of bread; and the prayers. In today’s parlance, we might call them the core 
values of the church. While these values are accepted today by Christians worldwide, imagine this pattern being 
adopted in a world where this kind of living had never been seen before. This is what was happening in the early 
church after Pentecost. No one had seen people so in love with God and each other that they worshiped together dai-
ly, listened and learned from their leaders about Jesus’ life and teachings and mission (now empowered by resurrec-
tion); ate together in their homes, often reenacting the disciples’ last meal with Jesus; lived their lives in common with 
each other; and prayed together – in the evening, morning, and mid-day in the custom of 1st Century Jews.  
Because the early church practiced what they valued, including selling extra property, and sharing the proceeds in 
their community with any who had need – they were noticed! “When Jesus’ followers behave like this, they some-
times find, to their surprise, that they have a new spring in their step. There is an attractiveness, an energy about a life 
in which we stop clinging on to everything we can get and start sharing it, giving it away, celebrating God’s generosity 
by being generous ourselves. And that attractiveness is one of the things that draws other people in. They were prais-
ing God, says Luke (verse 47), and stood in favour with the people; and day by day the Lord was adding to their num-
ber those who were being rescued,” writes N. T. Wright in his commentary Acts for Everyone, Part 1,p. 47. “Of course 
they were, and of course he did. That’s how it works.” 

 
A- Apply 

Wright continues, “Where the church today finds itself stagnant, unattractive, humdrum and shrinking – and sadly, 
there are many churches, in the Western world at least, of which that has to be admitted – it’s time to read Acts 2:42-
47 again, get down on our knees, and ask what isn’t happening that should be happening. The gospel hasn’t changed. 
God’s power hasn’t diminished. People still need rescuing. What are we doing about it?” 
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He suggests these application questions. Will you prayerfully answer and consider how God is calling you to respond? 
Look at each of the four marks of the church and ask the following questions about each one. 

 

 The apostle’s teaching 
The common life of those who believed 
The breaking of bread (both Holy Communion and shared meals in church members’ homes) 
Prayers  
 

1. What risks does a church face if any one of these is absent or neglected? 
 
2. Which of these four is weakest in your Christian community and how might it be strengthened? 
 
3. What steps can you take to live more fully in and with your Christian community? 
 
4. What do you imagine the response of outsiders might be to your faith community, and therefore, to God, if 

      you demonstrated these values?  
 

P-Pray 

Lord, you started the church in dramatic, fresh, and inspiring ways. Fill me with your spirit and help me live with other 
Christians in ways that draw others to you in this day and age. Bless our local church so that we might be a blessing to 
others. I pray on behalf of the church, trusting you to use us for your glory. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
 S-Scripture: Acts 4:13-22  
Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they 
were amazed and recognized them as companions of Jesus. 14 When they saw the man who had been cured standing 
beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15 So they ordered them to leave the council while they discussed 
the matter with one another. 16 They said, “What will we do with them? For it is obvious to all who live in Jerusalem 
that a notable sign has been done through them; we cannot deny it. 17 But to keep it from spreading further among the 
people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 18 So they called them and ordered them not to 
speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in God’s sight to 
listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; 20 for we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and 
heard.” 21 After threatening them again, they let them go, finding no way to punish them because of the people, for all 
of them praised God for what had happened. 22 For the man on whom this sign of healing had been performed was 
more than forty years old. 
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W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
The background for this story starts in Acts 3:1, when Peter and John heal a lame man on the Temple steps “in the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.” This healing provokes public astonishment, followed by Peter’s powerful sermon 
that links Jesus with the patriarchs and Moses. He is immediately arrested for making the claim that, “this man is 
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead . . . for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”  

Their boldness, called “courageous frankness,” by Scot McKnight in his commentary on Acts, p. 56, is what caused the 
religious leaders to realize that Peter and John had been companions of Jesus. “Book learning is often a poor substitute 
for firsthand experience if you really want to get inside a subject or have it inside you,” writes N. T. Wright, p. 67. 
“Clearly they hadn’t been to rabbinical school to study the scriptures . . . they were ‘untrained, ordinary men.’ What’s 
more they had come out with a shrewd use of a Psalm, such as you might expect to get only if someone had sat in class 
and learned about various types of biblical interpretation. But they hadn’t. What on earth was going on? . . . Peter and 
John had a secret – a secret that enabled them to run rings round the book-learning of the authorities. They had been 
with Jesus . . . night and day. They had seen and heard him pray. They knew how he read the scriptures, in his fresh, 
creative way, drawing out their inner message and finding his own vocation in the middle of it.” Wright makes the 
point that the resurrection gave Peter and John an additional edge – clarity – “a definite point at which to stand. And 
the authorities knew it.” 

Their “with-Jesus” experience had to give them one more quality in addition to healing and preaching power. They had 
to have the courage to defy the authorities and obey God instead. “Where God’s power is at work to bring real change, 
real healing, real new life, there the people who are naming the name of Jesus to bring it about can stand up before 
judges, whether political or religious, and say with integrity that they are speaking for God. It will be costly; that’s part 
of the deal. But it will be true,” Wright, p. 69. 

 
A-Apply  
The modern-day Christian’s response to this powerful passage – with a pattern that plays out repeatedly in Acts – is to 
testify to what you have seen. Like Peter and John, as we spend time with Jesus, we too can testify to what we have 
seen and heard. We are able to see God at work in the present age and can choose to point to those things. And we 
can decide that we are not going to stop, even when the culture screams at us to be quiet about our Savior. 

 What miracles have you seen or experienced?  Have you testified about this? 

  
 What parts of scripture make sense to you in light of your relationship with Christ?  Have you taught anyone 
 else what God’s word means to you? 

  
 What aspects of Christ’s life are being formed in you?  Do let those inward changes of more love, joy, peace, 
 patience, kindness, gentleness, generosity and self-control shine through your words and actions? 

  
 Have you ever been silenced by those in power? What kind of courage do you need God to give you to face 
 that situation? (This question is from Acts by Scot McKnight, p. 57.) 

 
 

P-Prayer 

Jesus, I ask you to fill me with boldness, courage, and frankness as I testify to others about you. I desire to spend more 

time with you, so that your character and love are formed in me. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth I pray. Amen. 

 
To get Going Beyond the Sermon in your inbox, e--mail Laura Frost, lfrost@chapelwood.org. 

Going Beyond the Sermon notes are written by Teresa Rossy, Chapelwood’s Director of Adult Discipleship. 


