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Join us on Sundays, June 12 -  August 7 

as we discover the boundlessness of God's love. 

Exploring the book of Acts, we will look into the  

core values of community and how God expands  

our preconceived ideas about boundaries. 



BIBLE S.W.A.P. 

S-Scripture: Acts 8:26-40 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem 
to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of 
the Candace, the queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to wor-
ship 28 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Phil-
ip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited 
Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? 

        For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture he proclaimed to him the good news about Je-
sus. 36 As they were going along the road, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What 
is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eu-
nuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he was passing through the region he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 
 

Notes 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
Philip is an amazing person whose story shows his spiritual journey from a deacon, serving alongside Stephen and oth-
ers, to an evangelist, whose conversation with the Ethiopian eunuch opens the African continent to the Good News of 
Jesus. 
 
His story also gives us an example of listening, paying attention, and following the prompting of the Holy Spirit. He 
had already shared the gospel and healed diseases in Samaria, to which he had fled after the stoning of Stephen 
caused the early church leaders to be persecuted. From this we also know that he was attuned to the Holy Spirit when 
he heard “an angel of the Lord” tell him to leave Samaria and take the road from Jerusalem to Gaza.  
On the road he sees and hears an Ethiopian man seated in a chariot reading aloud from the prophet Isaiah. The text 
tells us that the court official to The Candace, queen of Ethiopia, had been to Jerusalem to worship. “The first non-Jew 
to come to faith and baptism in Luke’s great story is a black man from Africa. . . It is virtually impossible that he was 
Jewish or a proselyte to Judaism. He was an outsider to the Jewish system, but there was something about the Jewish 
God and the Jewish way of life that attracted him,” writes N.T. Wright, in the Acts for Everyone study guide, p. 46. As 
a castrated man, the eunuch would not be allowed to convert to Judaism (Deut. 23:1). It was common for men in the 
ancient Near East who had been castrated to serve in governmental positions. There is a passage in Isaiah 56 about 
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such persons, which reads in part, “do not let the eunuch say, ‘I am just a dry tree.” For thus says the Lord: To the eu-
nuchs who keep my sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant, I will give, in my house 
and within my walls, a monument and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name 
that shall not be cut off.” The New Oxford Annotated Bible suggests that this story in Acts may be a fulfillment of this 
passage. 

 
A- Apply 

The Ethiopian eunuch was reading from Isaiah 53: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent be-
fore its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.” The early church already recognized this passage as fulfilled in Jesus, 
giving Philip the perfect opportunity to help the African man understand the role of Jesus Christ in the great narrative 
of Scripture. Isaiah had written the “job description” of the Servant to come who would accomplish God’s will and res-
cue Israel and the world! (Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1, p. 135) “Jesus was the one through whom the slow and 
winding story of God’s people had reached its destination, and with it the moment of redemption for the whole world. 
No wonder the Ethiopian was excited. When you tell the story of Israel like that, with Jesus at its climax, it opens up to  
include everybody, including people like him, doubly excluded and wonderfully welcomed.” 
 
The sermon this week is titled, “The Prompting of Love.” When have you sensed the prompting of the Holy Spirit to go . 
. . do . . . say. . .interact . . . in a surprising way? How did you respond? 
 
The eunuch was also prompted by love to worship with people who were different from him. Have you ever wor-
shipped with a different people group? What did you learn about God’s boundless love from that experience? 
 
Like Philip, who jumped into the Ethiopian’s chariot when invited, how can you “get into someone’s chariot and ride 
along so that you have opportunity to tell the good news about Jesus Christ?” (Wright study guide, p. 47) 

 
P-Pray 

Holy Spirit, I ask that you empower me and my church community to follow your promptings of love to include ever 
widening circles of people in conversations that lead to you. Help us see and hear those around us who want to know 
you and want to understand the Scriptures. Bless our godly conversations, in Jesus’ name. Amen 
 

 

 
July 3                                      The Risk  of Love 

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
 S-Scripture: Acts 9:10-11  
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here 
I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a 
man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in 
and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many 
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem, 14 and here he has authority from the chief 
priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen 
to bring my name before gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he 
must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was re-
stored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
 
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the syna-
gogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 All who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made hav-
oc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them 



Notes 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey? 

“We don’t know how Ananias became a follower of Jesus. After this Scripture passage we never hear of him again. 
What we do know is that he was a believer, that he knew how to listen for the voice of Jesus, that he was prepared to 
obey it even though it seemed ridiculously dangerous, that he went where he was sent and did what he was told. And 
he did it with love and grace and wisdom. You can’t ask for more,” summarizes Wright, p. 50 of the Study Guide to 
Acts for Everyone.  
 
The fact that this Christ follower was still in Damascus is amazing; because he would have heard that the high priest 
gave authority to Saul of Tarsus to go into the temples and persecute believers. (Acts 9:1-3) When he does obey the 
vision within a vision in which he was involved, he goes to Saul and lays hands on him and calls him “Brother Saul”! 
Saul finds from the beginning of his relationship with Christ that he is part of a family. Remember Jesus told Saul that 
when he persecuted believers, he was persecuting Christ himself. That’s kinship. Once Saul saw (literally and figura-
tively) that Jesus and his followers were part of his family – his Jewish roots – he could see all that he needed to know. 
This “hard-line, fanatical, ultra-nationalist, super-orthodox Pharisaic Jew” would be the person God chose to reach the 
pagan world. After Ananias’ key role is played, we never hear of him again in Scripture; but God continues to shape 
Saul into Paul through persons, places, preparation, and persecution until it is clear that he is the perfect person for 
the mission God has assigned to him. 
 

A-Apply 

In this story, we see the Lord working every angle to ensure that Saul’s experience on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-
9) leads to real change. His was not to be a one-time emotional experience with no lasting fruit for Saul or for the 
world. No, Jesus himself prepares other disciples to take Saul under their guidance and love so that he becomes Paul, 
the apostle who takes the Gospel to the Gentiles. If you continue reading chapter 9, you find references to even more 
disciples in addition to Ananias who rescue Saul, protect him, and speak up for him. 
Being mentored by other Christians is vital for anyone seeking to follow Christ.  We each have a role to play in the pro-
cess. Reflect for a moment on your own spiritual journey. 
 
Who taught you the ways of Christ? 

Who explained the Scriptures to you? 

Who had your back when you were at risk of losing your faith? 

Who demonstrated how to draw even closer to Christ and to others as you grew and matured in adulthood? 

 

Now, go back and answer these questions from a mentorship perspective. Who have you nurtured in faith?  

Is the Lord speaking to you now – suggesting someone who needs your spiritual guidance? 

 

P-Pray 
Lord Jesus, I ask you to use me as you used Ananias, to come alongside your servants as a mentor, friend, and healer. 

Raise up unlikely candidates, like Saul, to become your followers and leaders in announcing the good news to the 

world. Amen. 


