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July 10 - The Vision of Love 
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July 17 - The Engaging Work of Love 
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Join us on Sundays, June 12 - August 7 

as we discover the boundlessness of God's love. 

Exploring the book of Acts, we will look into the  

core values of community and how God expands  

our preconceived ideas about boundaries. 



BIBLE S.W.A.P. 

S-Scripture: Acts 10:24b-35 

The following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and 
close friends. 25 On Peter’s arrival, Cornelius met him and, falling at his feet, worshiped him. 26 But Peter made him get 
up, saying, “Stand up; I am only a mortal.” 27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found that many had assem-
bled, 28 and he said to them, “You yourselves know that it is improper for a Jew to associate with or to visit an outsid-
er, but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without 
objection. Now may I ask why you sent for me?” 
 
30 Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I was praying in my house when suddenly a man 
in dazzling clothes stood before me. 31 He said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your alms have been re-
membered before God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is called Peter; he is staying in the home of 
Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ 33 Therefore I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now 
all of us are here in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.” 
34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone 
who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 
 

Notes 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
The entire story of Cornelius’ conversion is found in Acts 10:1-48. It is preceded in Chapter 9 with a story of Peter 
healing two people – Aeneas the paralytic who walks and Tabitha (Dorcas) the faithful disciple who died and was 
raised to life.  These two miracles cause many people in the area of Lydda and Joppa to believe in Jesus. Cornelius was 
a Roman centurion – a middle-ranking military officer in charge of 100 men. He was a Gentile posted to Caesarea – a 
key port city in the same region. Like the Ethiopian eunuch, Cornelius was a Gentile, God-fearing person who prac-
ticed Jewish piety. He was not circumcised. 
 
The story of Cornelius and his family – and of Peter’s vision which preceded it – are key events in the spread of and 
practice of Christianity. As with Saul’s conversion, God is acting on many fronts to bring together outsiders with estab-
lished Jewish believers, so that all would recognize Jesus as God’s promised Messiah. Many see Peter’s vision on the 
roof of the great sail descending from heaven with unclean food on it as a call to tolerance of all practices and even of 
universalism – all religions leading to salvation. N.T. Wright, in Acts for Everyone, Part 1, responds, “No: what is at 
stake here is not the eighteenth-century principle of ‘tolerance’, but the glorious first-century truth that, in Jesus the 
Messiah of Israel, God has broken down the barrier between Jews and Gentiles, humiliating both categories (Jews, 
because they apparently lose their privileged position; Gentiles, because they have to acknowledge the Jewish Messi-
ah) in order to reveal God’s mercy to both.” (p. 164) 

 
A- Apply 

Imagine the setting of this pivotal story. Peter is summoned by a well-respected Roman centurion to attend to the 
holy task of discerning the meaning of an angelic proclamation. In the same period, God gives Peter a vision of un-
clean animals that he is instructed to kill and eat. With no time to process the meaning of the vision before Cornelius’ 
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messengers show up, Peter brings a team of respected Jews from Jerusalem and Joppa, where his is staying, to join 
him. They surely discussed Peter’s vision on their way to Caesarea. Meanwhile, Cornelius and his gathered friends and 
relatives must have been buzzing with excitement in anticipation of the Jewish delegation whose visit was arranged by 
a “holy angel.” 
 
The solemnity of the occasion is well put by Cornelius, who says, “So now all of us are here in the presence of God to 
listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.” And Peter responds, “I truly understand that God shows no par-
tiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable him.” Both the Roman centurion 
and the Jewish leader must humble themselves in the sight of God. 
 
A final important sign of God’s intention toward Gentile believers is the filling of the Holy Spirit that Cornelius and his 
entire group experienced. Before Peter finished sharing the Gospel with the Gentiles, “the Holy Spirit fell upon all who 
heard the word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God.” (Acts 10:44-
46 ) Peter makes the decision to baptize them, as he recognizes that these outsiders had received the Holy Spirit just as 
he and his Jewish companions had. The Acts accounts show no consistent order of redemptive moments in a person’s 
life. Faith, repentance, forgiveness, baptism, and the coming of the Spirit all happen when a person receives Christ, but 
not always in the same pattern. 
 
What does the phrase “God has no favorites” mean to you? 
 
In what ways might you or your community need to experience humility for the sake of the gospel – forgoing certain 
privileges or giving greater honor to others?  
 
N.T. Wright says it is a gospel truth that whenever we are talking Jesus with others the Spirit is at work. When have you 
seen this happen?  Do you trust this truth to be manifest in your life? 

 
P-Pray 

Dear God, like you did with Peter and Cornelius and their families, followers, and friends, please open my eyes and my 
heart where I have been closed to outsiders. Help me see people as you see them, as beloved by you and in need of 
the gospel. Thank you for the people who first brought the gospel message to my people, to my family. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen.  
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BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
 S-Scripture: Acts 11:19-26  
Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that took place over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, 
Cyprus, and Antioch, and they spoke the word to no one except Jews. 20 But among them were some men of Cyprus 
and Cyrene who, on coming to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists also, proclaiming the Lord Jesus. 21 The hand of the Lord 
was with them, and a great number became believers and turned to the Lord. 22 News of this came to the ears of the 
church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced, and 
he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast devotion, 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy 
Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were brought to the Lord. 25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for 
Saul, 26 and when he had found him he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they met with the 
church and taught a great many people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called “Christians.” 

Notes 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________



W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey? 

The story picks up where Acts left off in chapter 8 with the mission that expanded outward beyond Jerusalem follow-
ing Stephen’s death (8:1-4). Antioch was the third largest city in the Roman Empire, after Rome and Alexandria. It was 
the capital of the Syrian province and home to people from many other places. It was a Greek-speaking city, full of 
“Hellenists” who were non-Jewish, Greek speakers. As Christ-followers spread out beyond Jerusalem, a contingent of 
men from Cyprus (a nearby island) and Cyrene in Northern Africa came to Antioch to share the good news. They were 
so successful in sharing that “a great number became believers and turned to the Lord.” Barnabas, originally from Cy-
prus, came to visit the Christians there as a representative of the movement’s leaders in Jerusalem. 
 
Barnabas is worthy of study and inspiration. He is described as a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. These 
qualities helped him see what was happening in Antioch: The grace of God at work in non-Jews. Make note of Barna-
bas’ character traits and actions. What is here to inspire you? 
 

Barnabas came to Antioch. He acted!  
He was glad. He responded with his whole heart!  
He exhorted them to continue in faith through devotional means. He cared about their future!   
He went 200 miles to get Saul and bring him back as a teacher for the community. He discerned the Antiochian 

Christians spiritual needs!  
He and Saul stayed for a year. He was committed to the mission!  
He saw teaching capability in Saul. He mentored other leaders!   
He served as a liaison with the Jerusalem leaders for the mission in Antioch.  He advocated for the new church! 

 
 

A-Apply 

This passage is famous for the line, “it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called “Christians.” Scot McKnight, in 
his commentary on Acts, writes, “The disciples of Jesus, both Jews and Hellenists, are first labeled “Christians’ in Anti-
och (11:26), and the Latin ending makes clear the name came from the Roman leaders in the city. A new term was 
needed because the church in Antioch was comprised of both Jewish and gentile believers, and the term means parti-
sans of Christ. It indicates how Messiah-soaked their beliefs and practices were. Bill Shiell, on the basis of this text, 
asks an important question for us: The question is “When did you become a Christian?” but he means, “When did your 
faith become noticeable enough that people thought you were a Christian?” (Shiell, Acts, 92-94) (McKnight, Acts, 146) 
 
Many churches and Christians through the centuries have claimed to be “New Testament” churches and have tried to 
adhere to the practices of the early church. What do you think is the difference between trying to imitate what the 
early church did and learning to discern what the Holy Spirit is revealing in current situations as they did? 
 

How might you be inspired by Barnabas’ reliance on the Holy Spirit? 
 
Answer Bill Shiell’s question: “When did your faith become noticeable enough that people thought you  
were a Christian?” 

 

P-Pray 
Lord Jesus, fill me with your spirit, so that I am good, faith-filled, and able to see your grace at work all around me. 

May I be so focused on you that I yearn to encourage and support and sustain other believers all around me. Thank 

you for those who have mentored me in the faith. Amen 


