
 
GOING BEYOND THE SER MON  

 
July 24 - The Vulnerability of Love 

        Rev. Rachel Sciretti 
 

July 31 - The Prayer of Love 
                    Rev. Adam Hamilton 

 
August 7 — The Quality of Love 

                   Dr. John Stephens 

 
  

Join us on Sundays, June 12 - August 7 

as we discover the boundlessness of God's love. 

Exploring the book of Acts, we will look into the  

core values of community and how God expands  

our preconceived ideas about boundaries. 



BIBLE S.W.A.P. 

S-Scripture: Acts 16: 9-15  

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being con-
vinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to Phi-
lippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 
On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we 
sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen ea-
gerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged 
me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 

 

Notes 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
This story happens during Paul’s second missionary journey. Upon leaving Antioch where he had ministered with Bar-
nabas, Paul takes Silas to revisit the churches of the previous mission. As they are making their way through the interi-
or of Asia Minor to the Aegean Sea (please use the maps in your Bible!), they meet Timothy, who is called Paul’s “child 
in the Lord” at 1 Corinthians 4:17.  He comes along as well.   

So this team of Paul, Silas, Timothy, and probably Luke – based on the use of the word “we” in verse 11 – make their 
way to Macedonia (modern-day Greece).  Each step of the way, they had been paying close attention to the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, who directed them away from certain places and activities and towards others. The Holy Spirit gave 
Paul a vision during the night: A man of Macedonia pleaded with him to come there and help “us.” Now, equipped 
with direction from God, they go to Philippi, a seaside city of good size in this Roman province in Europe which also 
includes the cities of Thessalonica and Beroea.  

Their custom was to go to the Jewish synagogue first; it is unknown if Philippi’s place of prayer by the river included a 
building or not. Among the Jewish community there is Lydia. She is described as a worshiper of God. N.T. Wright de-
scribes her as a “God-fearer, a Gentile who had come to realize in Judaism something powerfully attractive and wise.” 
And the Scriptures say of her: “The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.” It is by now not 
surprising to readers of Acts to learn that this female, business-minded, head of household led her family to be bap-
tized at the same time that she was. Nor should we be surprised that the change God brought into her life caused her 
to open her home to the missionary team – or that they accepted her invitation to cross yet another boundary and 
stay in the home of a Gentile. 

       
 
 

July 24                                                    The Vulnerability of Love 



A-Apply 

Itis wise to look to the details of Lydia’s life for inspiration for our own faith. Here are some points that the 
Chapelwood pastors noted about her. 

She is another “outside person” who is brought into the Christian community 
God has been working ahead of the missionaries to draw Lydia to God 
She listened carefully and eagerly to the Gospel 
She responded with commitment – she was baptized and led her family to faith 
The result was mutual boundary crossing. Both Paul and his team and Lydia and her family abided with each other. 

The goal of Christian community is not toleration, it is intimacy 
Lydia prevailed upon her new friends. She was determined to be in community with them. 
This happened on the Sabbath day. 
She was still a supporter of Paul and Silas after their imprisonment. Her home was their place of refuge upon their 

release. (Acts 16:40) 

Which of the details about Lydia and her life stand out to you the most? Why?  

 

When have you seen a modern-day version of a household conversion?  When perhaps a teenager shares his or her 
new-found faith with a parent and their siblings or a grandparent’s faith influences the next generation? Make some 
notes about your own family’s conversion story. 

 

Lydia responded to her new life in Christ by opening her home in hospitality to the family of faith. What could you do 
to incorporate more practices of hospitality into your Christian life? 

 
P-Pray 

Holy Spirit, you guided and directed Paul in such specific ways – telling him where to go and where to avoid and who to 
talk to what to say that would draw them to Jesus. May it be so for me.  Open my heart to listen to spiritual teachers 
eagerly as Lydia did. Give me ever-increasing faith to respond wholeheartedly and openly to your call. Let the joy of the 
Lord overflow through me to my family and my community.  Give me the desire and capability to make my home a 
place of loving hospitality. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 
 

 

July 31 and August 7       The Prayer and Quality of Love 
For these two weeks, we will look at two very familiar passages of Scripture. In fact, they may be passages that we 

know “too well.” So, for a change of pace, let’s put the Lord’s Prayer and 1 Corinthians 13 side-by-side. We will use the 

New International Reader’s Version of the Bible so that the words are different than the NRSV we typically hear. 

S-Scripture: Luke 11:1-4 

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples spoke to him. “Lord,” he said, 

“teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 

Jesus said to them, “When you pray, this is what you should say.  

“ ‘Father, may your name be honored. 

May your kingdom come. 

Give us each day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

    as we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

Keep us from falling into sin when we are tempted.’ ” 



W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey? 

Compare the passages. Read them aloud slowly. Look for ways that the prayer pattern of Jesus and the love pattern of 
Paul speak to one another. How do the descriptions of love help you to be forgiven and be forgiving? 

Reread the passages again in other translations. If you speak another language, read them aloud in that language. 

 

A-Apply 

Write questions that help you dig deeper for each movement of the prayer and the love passage. For example, what 
does it mean to you that God is holy?  
 
Rewrite the Lord’s Prayer and the Love Passage in your own words. Read them aloud to a trusted friend or spiritual 
growth group. 

Next time you are part of a worship service or wedding where these passages are used, notice how you engage differ-
ently with them. How does this refresh of the familiar connect you with God in new ways? 

 

P-Pray 
Our Father in heaven, reveal who you are. 

Set the world right; Do what’s best —  as above, so below. 

Keep us alive with three square meals. 

Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. 

Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil. 

You’re in charge! You can do anything you want! You’re ablaze in beauty!  Yes. Yes. Yes. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer, Matthew 6:11-13, The Message 

Application questions and prayer exercises are from Ministry Matters, Jessica Miller Kelley, February 14, 2011. 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Suppose I speak in the languages of human beings or of 

angels. If I don’t have love, I am only a loud gong or a 

noisy cymbal. Suppose I have the gift of prophecy. Sup-

pose I can understand all the secret things of God and 

know everything about him. And suppose I have enough 

faith to move mountains. If I don’t have love, I am nothing 

at all. Suppose I give everything I have to poor people. 

And suppose I give myself over to a difficult life so I can 

brag. If I don’t have love, I get nothing at all. 

Love is patient. Love is kind. It does not want what be-

longs to others. It does not brag. It is not proud. It does 

not dishonor other people. It does not look out for its own 

interests. It does not easily become angry. It does not 

keep track of other people’s wrongs. Love is not happy 

with evil. But it is full of joy when the truth is spoken. It 

always protects. It always trusts. It always hopes. It never 

gives up. 

 

Love never fails. But prophecy will pass away. Speaking in 

languages that had not been known before will end. And 

knowledge will pass away. What we know now is not com-

plete. What we prophesy now is not perfect. But when 

what is complete comes, the things that are not complete 

will pass away. When I was a child, I talked like a child. I 

thought like a child. I had the understanding of a child. 

When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind 

me. Now we see only a dim likeness of things. It is as if we 

were seeing them in a foggy mirror. But someday we will 

see clearly. We will see face to face. What I know now is 

not complete. But someday I will know completely, just as 

God knows me completely. 

The three most important things to have are faith, hope 

and love. But the greatest of them is love. 


