
January 3, 2021 

Celebration of Holy Communion and Covenant Renewal Service  

S – Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46 (NRSV) 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of 
his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats 
at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, 
or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 
you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 
you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are 
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did 
not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 
Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 
or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

W – What Does It Mean?  
Our preacher for the day is Rev. Tammy Heinrich. She writes, “Jesus told his followers that those who 
want to be his disciples must deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow him.  The ‘deny’ aspect is 
not about being denied a particular material gain, power, prestige, achievement, success, etc.  It is to 
consciously choose to cease to be the object of one’s own life.  For some, this humble approach to life 
comes very naturally; they seem to be wired this way.  For others, it requires a lifetime of difficult, even 
painful, transformation.  Living like a sheep means trusting you already have everything you need at the 
hand of the Shepherd.  It frees you to turn your attention to the needs of others.  What will be your 
legacy – sheep or goat?  And in what ways are you willing to be formed by God to bring this 
transformation about?” 

A – Apply 
Today, we apply the Bible’s teaching through two “acts” during worship. We receive Holy Communion 
and we renew our faith in a Wesley Covenant Service. So, whether you are worshiping in person or at 
home, gather what you need – juice and bread – and fully give yourself in this act of worship. Read along 
from the Communion Liturgy and know that the invitation, confession, pardon, retelling of salvation 
history, and receiving the elements are truly FOR YOU and for your household. See yourself as grace-
filled, forgiven, free from the burden of sin and free to love your neighbor as yourself. 

Leader: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek 
to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 



People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to 
be an obedient church. We have not done your will; we have broken your law; we have rebelled against 
your love; We have not loved our neighbors; and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we 
pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Leader: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

All: Glory to God. Amen. 

Leader: Today’s Great Thanksgiving incorporates some of language from the original Wesley Covenant 
Service.  We hope and pray that as we recite our salvation history  together and offer our thanks to God 
in this way, you will feel especially blessed.  

L: The Lord be with you. 

P: And also with you 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

P: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

L: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. As we renew our covenant today, we acknowledge you as our Lord and 
God; and surrender ourselves to you, body, and soul.  

P: We will serve you all the days of our lives. 

L: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna is the highest. 

L: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and 
resurrection you gave birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us 
a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

L: On the night in which he gave himself up for us he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
gave it to his disciples, and said: ”Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 



When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: ”Drink 
from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as holy and living sacrifice – put us to doing, put us to suffering, let us have all things, let us 
have nothing – in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

P: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

L: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for 
us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his 
blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  Through your Son Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

P: Amen. 

L: And now with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray:   “Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen.” 

 
P – Pray 
A COVENANT PRAYER IN THE WESLEYAN TRADITION  PAGE 607 UM HYMNAL 

I am no longer my own, but thine. 
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, 
exalted for thee or brought low by thee. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and heartily yield all things 
to thy pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 
let it be ratified in heaven. 
Amen. 

 



More about the Wesley Covenant Renewal Service 
The first celebration of the Covenant Service in the Methodist movement was held on Monday, August 
11, 1755, and the tradition quickly caught on in the Methodist revival movement. It is centered in John 
Wesley’s Covenant Prayer. 
 
Wesley found the service rich and meaningful, as expressed in his Journal: "Many mourned before God, 
and many were comforted" (April 1756); "It was, as usual, a time of remarkable blessing" (October 
1765). "It was an occasion for a variety of spiritual experiences ... I do not know that ever we had a 
greater blessing. Afterwards many desired to return thanks, either for a sense of pardon, for full 
salvation, or for a fresh manifestation of His graces, healing all their backslidings" (January 1, 1775). In 
London these services were usually held on New Year's Day. Around the country the Covenant Service 
was conducted whenever John Wesley visited the Methodist Societies. 

“John Wesley clearly understood that covenant cannot be manufactured or maintained by structural, 
administrative or compulsory means.  He knew that covenant-making and covenant-keeping were 
spiritual matters—a function of offering one’s life to God and to God’s purposes above all else,” wrote 
Council of Bishops President Bruce Ough in his New Year 2018 letter. 

More than 200 years later, “the words are powerful and provocative.  I believe they may hold the key to 
our seeking a way forward.  They invite a measure of humility, integrity, denial, and surrender that is 
often discomforting and disorienting to our pre-conceived, siloed positions.  They clearly remind us that 
we belong to Christ, and that to give ourselves to Christ in all things is the heart and soul of all 
covenantal relationships within our great United Methodist Church,” said Ough. 

Link to Order of Service: https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/covenant-renewal-service 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/covenant-renewal-service

