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GOING BEYOND THE SERMON ׀ENCOUNTERING JESUS 

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into be-
ing 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what 
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.  

Notes: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
The Prologue of John, verses 1-18, set the course for the Gospel by introducing the themes throughout the book.  The 
entire book is meant to be read aloud with the purpose stated at the very end in John 20:30-31: “Now Jesus did many 
other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.” 
The reader is then expected to begin again and read the book aloud.  Try it! “John has informed you that he writes, not 
to add to the annals of history, but to persuade you about the identity of Jesus and to cause an encounter between you 
and the risen Christ through the text of the Gospel. He wants you to ‘believe’ . . . a verb, action . . . and that believing 
leads to life. Abundant life, embodied life, eternal life, precious life,” writes Jaime Clark-Soles in her book, “Reading John 
for Dear Life.” 

Our sermon series is called Encountering Jesus, with each message marking an encounter between Jesus and one of the 
characters in John. The prologue briefly mentions John the Baptist, whose story is told further in this Gospel and the 
Synoptic Gospels. The reader gets a glimpse of a “man sent from God to testify to the light . . . so that all might believe 
in Him.” The mention of John the Baptist in the prologue hints at one of the book’s theme that Jesus is the Light that is 
greater than all lights. John is able to witness or testify to the preeminence of Jesus because he has seen His glory. Keep 



reading John 1 and watch John the Baptist continually declaring what he has seen, heard, and come to understand 
about Jesus. His testimony is borne of an awe-inspiring relationship with Jesus, who he declares is the Messiah. John’s 
experience is so revelatory, that he points his own disciples to Jesus, saying, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”  
(John 1:36). 

 

A- Apply 
Make time this week to read aloud or listen to the entire Gospel of John. Then, go back and carefully read John 1:1-18 
and jot down anything that strikes you. Underline these words in the Prologue:  word, life, light, darkness, believe, 
know, testify, his own, fullness, and heart (breast). They will be repeated throughout the Gospel.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Use the daily reading guide provided with these notes to stay in the book of John throughout the series. As you im-
merse yourself in the Gospel, begin to notice when you are moved to believe (a verb, an action) in Jesus in new, more 
meaningful ways.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
John 1:14 is the clearest statement of Jesus’ humanity. The meaning of “dwelt or lived among us” is literally “tented 
among us” just as the “glory of the Lord” took up residence in the tent of meeting in Exodus 40:34. How does this 
strike you? What does it mean to you that Jesus “tabernacled” among us?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do glory, grace, and truth describe the life of discipleship for you right now? Why or why not? What words would you 
use to describe your current discipleship journey? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
P- Prayer  
God, by the light of Christ, I am able to see you. Continue to shine the light of your glory, your grace, and your truth in 
my heart, so that I may believe more fully every day.  In the name of Jesus, the Word, Amen. 

FEBRUARY 9: JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST  



GOING BEYOND THE SERMON ׀ENCOUNTERING JESUS       

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: John 3:1-15 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart 
from the presence of God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without 
being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with every-
one who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testi-
mony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heaven-
ly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And 
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life. 
Notes: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
The encounter between Jesus and Nicodemus occurs in the narrative after “the third day” in which John has given the 
readers John the Baptist’s testimony on Day One, recruitment of the disciples on Day Two, and the first of the signs, 
turning water into wine at a wedding, on Day Three (chapter 2). Sandwiched between these important markers in the 
Gospel and the nighttime meeting with Nicodemus is the story of Jesus overturning the money changers in the Tem-
ple during the first of three Passovers recorded in the Gospel. The reactions to Jesus are also recorded. The first disci-
ples believed and followed, and believed even more deeply after spending time with him and seeing his signs. The 
Jews, religious authorities of the day, also saw the signs and challenged Jesus. Many of the people in Jerusalem for 
Passover “believed in his name.”  
 
And then in John 2:24-25, we read this puzzling statement: “But Jesus on his part would not entrust himself to them, 
because he knew all people and needed no one to testify about anyone; for he himself knew what was in everyone.” 
M. Robert Mulholland, Jr. in “Invitation to a Journey,” points out that this is rendered in the original text as Jesus did 
not “believe himself to them. . . John is pointing to a failure of believing. The people ‘believed’ in Jesus, but in a way 
that prevented Jesus from entering into vital relationship with them — ‘believing’ himself to them. A closure of that 
belief relationship from Jesus’ side was not possible. What was the problem? Nicodemus is the example of the prob-
lem!”  (p. 174)    
 
Much is made of the fact that Nicodemus seeks Jesus at night. Jesus speaks to him about being “born from above” 
which Nicodemus misunderstands to mean being born again as a human child. So Jesus tries again, speaking to him of 
the need to be born of water and Spirit to enter the kingdom of God. And speaking of the wind (same word as spirit, 
pneuma) which blows where it chooses. This invitation to Nicodemus to step into the exciting, unpredictable life of 
the Spirit confuses him further. “How can this be?” he responds. Jesus continues to challenge Nicodemus to believe, 
to engage, to give himself to God as God gave himself to the world through His son (John 3:16). But, we hear nothing 
further from Nicodemus past verse 9.   



FEBRUARY 16: JESUS AND NICODEMUS 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A- Apply 
Nicodemus shows up again in John 7 and in John 19. Read his entire story and decide what you think about this “open-
ended” character in John’s Gospel.  Jaime Clark-Soles offers these application questions in “Reading John for Dear 
Life.”  

Is Nicodemus a failure or a success when it comes to modeling solid discipleship?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What if the . . . lack of closure is a rhetorical technique that invites the reader to imagine the narrative time extending 
beyond the Gospel and directly into the reader’s own life? What would we do if we were Nicodemus?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What are we doing, as a matter of fact? Is our witness timid and halting or bold and risky? Or something in between?” 
Perhaps, as Clark-Soles suggests,  you can sit with Nicodemus and “turn him round and round like a prism, seeing the 
different angles, and in doing so, catch a glimpse of the complexity of your own motives and the potential cost of fol-
lowing Jesus.” (p. 28) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

P- Prayer 
Jesus, sometimes I come to you by day, full of light and hopefulness, and sometimes I come by night, not sure what I 
think or believe. Thank you for engaging with me and leading me to entrust my whole being to you.” Amen. 

  



GOING BEYOND THE SERMON ׀ENCOUNTERING JESUS                  

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: John 4:7-15 
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city 
to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samar-
ia?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and 
who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living wa-
ter.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living wa-
ter? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from 
it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water 
that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up 
to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep com-
ing here to draw water.” 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
For the full story of this encounter with Jesus, read John 4:1-30 aloud. In her book, “Reading John for Dear Life,” Jaime 
Clark-Soles writes, “If you want one story from this Gospel that serves as a microcosm, this is it. The Gospel wouldn’t 
work without her.” She points out that the story intertwines political/national, religious, and personal aspects. In con-
trast to Nicodemus, the woman and Jesus arrive at the well during the brightest time of the day. The well is Jacob’s 
well – a common ancestor for Jews and Samaritans – and the interaction is between a man and a woman. “Jesus 
pushes forcefully across the boundaries in order to give life,” Clark-Soles writes. The woman is tired, barely surviving, 
and yet she is versed in Scripture, theologically inquisitive, and thoroughly honest with Jesus. In response to her en-
gagement with him, Jesus reveals his identity – “I am he.” “I am” is a divine revelatory phrase that God uses  
(see Exodus 3:14; Isaiah 41:4;43:10; 46:4) and Jesus applies to himself elsewhere in John (see John 6:20; 8:24, 28, 58; 
13:19; 18:5). 

In response to this theophany, the woman leaves her water jar (her earthly sustenance) and runs to testify to her larg-
er community. She trades survival and sustenance for abundant life.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A- Apply 
As a result of her encounter with Jesus, the Samaritan woman trades survival and sustenance for abundant life. 
“What if we left behind our water jars – which, truth be told, really never head all that much water anyway – and in-
stead let the living waters wash over us like a blessing, refreshing, cleansing, softening?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________



FEBRUARY 23: JESUS AND THE SAMARITAN WOMAN 

What’s your water jar? What is it you’re holding on to that you think is providing you security but is really enslaving 
you and keeping you from receiving something more important, something better, something living?” (Clark- Soles, 
pp. 39-41) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

And secondly, as a result of her encounter with Jesus, the woman shares her new life with community, inviting them 
to “Come and see.” She knows with certainty that Jesus can meet their need as he did for her. Their response is en-
couraging. They welcome this good news and follow her so that they may encounter Jesus for themselves. How might 
you invite those around you to “Come and see” the Jesus who has changed your life? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

P- Prayer  
Dear God, thank you for giving your Son to the world and sending him to the tough places and situations that history, 
politics, religion, and personal hardships have created. Thank you for washing all things clean with living water. Amen. 



DATE SCRIPTURE DATE SCRIPTURE 

9-Feb-20 John 1-18 20-Feb-20 John 3:31-36 

10-Feb-20 John 1:19-34 21-Feb-20 1 John 5:1-13 

11-Feb-20 John 1:35-51 22-Feb-20 John 4:1-6 

12-Feb-20 John 2:1-12 23-Feb-20 John 4:7-15 

13-Feb-20 John 2:13-25 24-Feb-20 John 4:16-26 

14-Feb-20 Matthew 21:12-17 25-Feb-20 John 4:27-42 

15-Feb-20 Mark 11:15-19 26-Feb-20 John 4:43-54 

16-Feb-20 John 3:1-15 27-Feb-20 John 5:1-18 

17-Feb-20 John 3:16-21 28-Feb-20 John 5:19-46 

18-Feb-20 John 3:22-30 29-Feb-20 John 6:1-21 

19-Feb-20 Mark 6:14-29   

DA I LY  B I B L E  R E A D I N G  

Encountering Jesus  

NEXT SERMON SERIES 

Signs: 7 Miracles about Something More 
Sundays, March 1 - April 12 

In the Gospel of John, the miracles of Jesus are called signs. Join us for more stories from the Gospel of John.  
 
 

Download the CWDisc App or go to www.chapelwood.org/sermon to access the sermons, Bible Reading Plan,  
and  Bible S.W.A.P. guide. Text “sermon” to 555-888 for daily snippets from the sermon.  

E-mail lfrost@chapelwood.org to receive Going Beyond the Sermon in your inbox. 
 

Going Beyond the Sermon is written by Teresa Rossy, director of Grow Ministries, Chapelwood United Methodist Church. The notes 
in this series draw from several sources, primarily “Reading John for Dear Life” by Jaime Clark-Soles, Westminster John Knox Press, 

2016. All Scripture is from the New Revised Standard Version.  
 
 

 

Try reading the passages aloud!   

mailto:lfrost@chapelwood.org

