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A Guide to Using the Lectionary 

For the last three Sundays of the church calendar, let us try using the lectionary for Scripture meditation and prayer. 
Churches worldwide follow the Common Lectionary for Scripture reading and preaching. There are four passages 
listed for each of the Sundays. The passage marked with an asterisk is the sermon scripture. Your guide also includes  
reflection passages, and a benediction. Make note of any other Scriptures or thoughts that the readings bring to mind. 
It is suggested that you read the Psalm daily for the week, finding time for solitude, silence, and stillness each day.  

 
All references are from A Guide to Prayer, Upper Room, editors Rueben Job and Norman Shawchuck. This is an excel-
lent lectionary resource for daily devotional use. 

 

Lectionary Readings for the 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

* Haggai 1:15b-2:9 NRSV 

In the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the Lord 

came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son 

of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say, Who is left among you that saw this house in 

its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as nothing? Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, 

says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says 

the Lord; work, for I am with you, says the Lord of hosts, according to the promise that I made you when you came 

out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I 

will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure 

of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house with splendor, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold 

is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The latter splendor of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of 

hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts. 

Psalm 90 (Read daily) 

2 Thessalonians 1:5-12 

Luke 19:1-10 

 

Reading:  

“Lord, help me faithfully to journey along my road, holding my rightful place in the great procession of humanity; help 

me above all to recognize you and to help you in all my pilgrim brothers.” 

                          - Michel Quoist as quoted in Prayers and Thoughts from World Religions by Sid G. Hedges 

 

“The faith that a man must put in God reaches above earth and sky, stretches beyond the farthest outlying star of the 

creatable universe. The question is not at present, however, of removing mountains, a thing that will one day be sim-

ple to us, but of waking and rising from the dead now.” 

            -From Creation in Christ by George MacDonald 

Benediction: 
May grace, mercy, love, and peace flow through your life and ministry all the day long. Amen. 

November 6                             For All the Saints 



November 13                  A Fullness of Life 

Lectionary Readings for the 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

* Isaiah 65: 17-25 NRSV  

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a 
delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the 
cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a 
lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be 
considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall 
not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my peo-
ple be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calami-
ty; for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while 
they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the 
serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. .   

 

Psalm 82 (Read daily) 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  

 

Luke 21:5-19 

 

Reading: 

“Only by denying the world can you live in it, that only by surrounding yourself by an artificial, self-induced quietude 

can you live in a spiritual life. A real spiritual life does exactly the opposite: it makes us so alert and aware of the world 

around us, that all that is and happens becomes part of our contemplation and meditation and invites us to a free and 

fearless response.” 

 -From Reaching Out by Henri J.M. Nouwen 

 

Grant me, O Lord, to know what I ought to know,  

to love what I ought to love, 

to praise what delights thee most, 

to value what is precious in thy sight, 

to hate what is offensive to thee. 

Do not suffer me to judge according to the sight of my eyes, 

nor to pass sentence according to the hearing of the ears of ignorant men; 

but to discern with a true judgment between things visible and spiritual, 

and above all, always to inquire what is the good pleasure of thy will. 

 -Thomas à Kempis 

 

Benediction: 
Today walk in the power and presence of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen 

 



November 20                    Christ the King—All Things 

Lectionary Readings for the Reign of Christ 
 
*Colossians 1:11-20 NRSV  

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure 

everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of 

the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his be-

loved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 

all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, 

and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 

and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 

through the blood of his cross. 

 

Psalm 95 (Read daily) 

Jeremiah 23:1-6  

Luke 23:33-43 

 

Reading: 

Prayer life has its own laws, as all the rest of life has. The fundamental law in prayer is this: Prayer is given and or-

dained for the purpose of glorifying God. Prayer is the appointed way of giving Jesus an opportunity to exercise his su-

pernatural powers of salvation. And in so doing he desires to make use of us. 

 -From Prayer by O. Hallesby 

 

Govern all by thy wisdom, O Lord, so that my soul may be serving thee as thou dost will, and not as I may choose. Do 

not punish me, I beseech thee, by granting that which I wish or ask, if it offend thy love, which would always live in me. 

Let me die to myself, that I may serve thee, who in thyself art the true life. Amen 

 -St. Teresa of Avila 

 

 

Benediction: 
Go forth to serve in the strength, love, and presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 

 


