
 
GOING BEYOND THE SERMON 

Freely Receive, Freely Give 
January 15, The Way of the King 

 
 

“As you go, proclaim:  

‘The realm of the heavens has come near.’  

Heal the sick, cleanse lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons.  

Freely you received, freely give.”  

~ Matthew 10:7-8   



BIBLE S.W.A.P. 

S-Scripture:  
Matthew 9:32-38 (NRSV) 

After they had gone away, a demoniac who was mute was brought to him. And when the demon had been cast out, 
the one who had been mute spoke; and the crowds were amazed and said, “Never has anything like this been seen in 
Israel.” But the Pharisees said, “By the ruler of the demons he casts out the demons.” 

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the 

kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, be-

cause they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
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W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
“The crowd who witnessed this miracle was amazed and spoke well of Jesus. They recognized the uniqueness of Je-
sus’ action among them. They did not necessarily come to faith in him, but they did stand in awe and wonder at his 
miraculous works.  
 
“But Matthew tells us that the religious leaders, the Pharisees, had a different appraisal of Jesus’ activity. Contrary to 
the crowds, they were not amazed; instead, they attributed the wondrous works of Jesus to the powers of darkness,” 
writes Jerry Webber.  
 
“These Pharisees of clouded vision and off-based guidance are likely those who Jesus will refer to later in the passage, 
when he says of the people that they are like “sheep without a shepherd.” The religious class in Israel should have 
been shepherds to the hurting, broken population. Instead, they saw Jesus’ mercy, compassion, and healing as the 
work of the devil.” 
 
Through his actions, Jesus demonstrates what the kingdom of God is like and what he, as Christ the King, came to do.  
He casts out demons, heals the sick, proclaims the Good News of the kingdom, teaches in the synagogues, and goes 
out to be with people, for whom he has compassion. 
 

A-Apply 
Webber continues, “The Pharisees attributed Jesus’ power to the “prince of demons.” They saw in Jesus’ life-giving work the pow-
er of evil. They themselves could not even discern good from evil. If their statement about Jesus represents the kind of leadership 
they are providing to the people, it is little wonder the people are harassed, troubled, and confused wandering aimlessly like 
sheep without shepherds.  
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“This text is part of a larger calling and commissioning passage. Jesus is calling and commissioning his apostles, and 
sharing with them the shape of the work they are to engage in the world. They are not only to do what Jesus has been 
doing . . . they are to do this deeds with the same spirit and heart of Jesus . . . that is, with compassion.  
 
“These persons who are like a flock of sheep are now envisioned by Jesus as a bounteous harvest. In his compassion, 
Jesus sees beyond their obvious aimlessness and confusion and declares that they are ready for the message of the 
kingdom of God. What looks like a very desperate situation becomes the appropriate moment for mission, the time for 
harvest.  
 
“The problem, Jesus acknowledges, is that the laborers are few.  
 
“So Jesus does something surprising. When he says to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few,” 
we expect him then to say, “Therefore, YOU go into the fields and gather the harvest.” But he does not say that. In-
stead, Jesus calls the disciples to prayer. “Pray to the Lord of the harvest, then, to send out workers into the harvest 
field.” The first act Jesus calls his disciples to engage is prayer. Before the apostles are commissioned, Jesus pointedly 
reminds them that the mission is God’s, not the disciples’. They are to be engaged in God’s work, not going under their 
own power and understanding.”  
 

As you seek to follow the way of Jesus, how are you growing in compassion for those who are most in need of Jesus’ 

healing and teaching? 

 

 

Ask God to raise up more workers in God’s kingdom by writing your own prayer. 

 

 

How has God uniquely equipped you to answer his call and commissioning as a disciple? 

 
 
 

P-Pray 

Lord, give me eyes to see you and your work clearly. Fill me with compassion for those most in need of you. Fit me, 

equip me as a laborer in the harvest fields and send out workers as only you can. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Going Beyond the Sermon 
Take notes and dig deeper using Bible S.W.A.P:  

Scripture, What Does it Mean, Application, Prayer 
 

To receive Going Beyond the Sermon in your inbox, e-mail Laura Frost, lfrost@chapelwood.org.  

GBS is written by Teresa Rossy, Director of Adult Discipleship,  
Chapelwood United Methodist Church.  



Want to go further with Bible study?  

Chapelwood Adult Discipleship Bible Studies  

Spring 2023 

Sunday  

Disciple 1 Fast Track, 5:30-7:00 p.m., LC214-215  

Monday  

Monday Morning in the Word: Gospel of Matthew, 10:00-11:30 a.m., LC211-212 and Zoom  
 with Tammy Heinrich 
Women’s Lunch study, 12:15-1:45 p.m., LC202-203 (begins Jan. 23) 
 with Nicole Nehring 
 

Tuesday 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast and Golf, 7:00-8:00 a.m., Fireside Room, 2nd/4th Tuesdays 
 with Phil Grose 
First Place 4 Health Women's health and wellness Bible Study, 12:15- 1:30 p.m., LC214 (begins Jan. 17) 
 

Wednesday 

Women’s Evening study, 6:30-8:00 p.m., LC202-203 (begins Jan. 25) 
 with Nicole Nehring 
Men’s Wednesday Night study, 7:30-8:30 p.m., Fireside Room and Zoom (begins Jan. 18) 
 with Chris Ferguson 
Lenten study sponsored by Adult Discipleship and The Center, 6:30-8:00 p.m., Anchor House (begins Mar. 1) 
 

Thursday 
 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00-8:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall and Zoom 
 with Andy Noel 
Joy of the Lord Women’s Bible Study: Book of Acts, 9:30-11:00 a.m., various rooms  
 with Cindy Pujol 
Pastors Bible Study: Gospel of Mark, 10:00-11:30 a.m., Fireside Room and Zoom  
 with Josef Klam 
Second Touch Spiritual Formation Group, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., W201 and Zoom  
                  with Mary Lou Strange 
 

Friday 
 

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Bible, 12:00-1:00 p.m., Zoom only  
 with Matt Russell 

 
For more information, contact Laura Frost, lfrost@chapelwood.org or  

go to https://www.chapelwood.org/sanctuary/adult-studies/ 

https://www.chapelwood.org/sanctuary/adult-studies/

