
 
GOING BEYOND THE SERMON 

Freely Receive, Freely Give 
January 22, The Way of the Healer 

 

“As you go, proclaim:  

‘The realm of the heavens has come near.’  

Heal the sick, cleanse lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons.  

Freely you received, freely give.”  

~ Matthew 10:7-8   



BIBLE S.W.A.P. 

S-Scripture: Mark 8:22-26 (NRSV) 

They came to Bethsaida. Some people brought a blind man to him and begged him to touch him. He took the blind 
man by the hand and led him out of the village; and when he had put saliva on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he 
asked him, “Can you see anything?” And the man looked up and said, “I can see people, but they look like trees, walk-
ing.” Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he looked intently and his sight was restored, and he saw every-
thing clearly. Then he sent him away to his home, saying, “Do not even go into the village.” 

 
Notes 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
Bethsaida was a fishing village on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee. It was the hometown of Simon Peter, Andrew, 
and Philip (John 1:44) and was a considerably larger village than Capernaum. The blind man was brought to Jesus by 
some of the citizens of Bethsaida who begged Jesus to heal him and restore his sight.  
 
“Jesus led the man by the hand outside the village, which became the setting for this healing story. Mark does not tell 
us why Jesus wants the man to be outside the village . . . nor do we have a specific word about why Jesus tells the 
man not to return to the village after the healing. There is a possibility that there were social or cultural factors within 
the village that conspired to hinder the man from receiving healing . . . social factors that kept him locked in his infir-
mity or that made it difficult for him to trust that he could be healed. We do not know . . . except what is given to us, 
that Jesus wants the man outside the village, both for the healing itself and for the man’s well-being post-healing,” 
writes Jerry Webber in his notes on this passage. 
 
Similar to Jesus washing the disciples’ feet at the Last Supper, this is an enacted parable that includes a physical 
demonstration of a spiritual truth. Jesus leads the man outside the village by taking him by the hand, placing saliva on 
the man’s eyes, and laying hands on the man’s eyes. 

 
“Jesus then asks the man, ‘Do you see anything?’ (Mark 8:23). It is a question that has a long history among the Israel-
ites and has prophetic overtones. See Amos 8:1-3 and Zechariah 4:1-7. “When Jesus asks the blind man this question, 
the man looks up and looks around him. He can now see, but not clearly. He sees without focus, so that people look 
like walking trees. 

24 The man looked up and said, “I see people, but they look like trees walking around.”  
(Mark 8:24, CEV) 

“The man is no longer blind, but neither can he see clearly. His sight is partial. His ability to see is incomplete. He has 
received healing, but not complete healing.  
 

25 Then Jesus placed his hands on the man’s eyes again, and his eyes were opened. His sight was completely 
restored, and he could see everything clearly. (Mark 8:25, NLT) 
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“This blind man’s healing is progressive. He is healed, but his healing does not come in a flash, in a single instant. His 
healing must grow and develop. To be sure, there are stories in the four Gospels of Jesus healing persons who are 
physically blind in an instant. Jesus certainly had the power and the will to do so. But in this case, the eyes of the man 
who is blind are opened progressively. He is able to see gradually, in stages,” explains Webber. “Most all of the com-
mentaries see this as a very intentional device . . . recognizing that not only is this man’s healing of eyesight gradual 
and in stages . . . but so will be the spiritual vision of the disciples and of those of us who follow Christ today.” 

 
A-Apply 

Mark 8:22 – 10:52 is a section of the gospel that is bookended with stories of blind men regaining sight. In the midst of 
these stories are examples of the disciples acting in ways that reveal their lack of understanding (partial blindness) of 
who Jesus truly is. Their discipleship journey is marked by incredible experiences with Jesus, such as feeding 4,000 peo-
ple, witnessing healings, proclaiming Jesus as Messiah, and seeing him speaking with Moses and Elijah and yet display-
ing unwillingness or inability to perceive who Jesus is and what his mission will entail. 

“The healing story in front of us is parabolic, for it suggests that if a blind man can have his physical eyesight healed 
progressively, then the understanding of Peter, James, John, and the rest of the disciples might come gradually as well. 
The story suggests that perhaps we see God and the spiritual world out of focus at the moment . . . we do not see 
clearly the activity of God in the world . . . we see violence and destruction and compulsive dishonesty, but notice little 
of the love, mercy, and compassion that characterize God’s kingdom. But, if we stay with Jesus, if we stay open to the 
presence of Christ within us, we have the hope of clear perception . . . of hearing and seeing clearly,” says Webber. 
 
In this section of Mark, Jesus patiently, yet firmly, teaches and shows the disciples that they need not fear lack – lack of 
food (Mark 8:14-21), nor his coming passion (Mark 8:31-33), nor their own suffering for his sake (Mark 8:34-38). Be-
cause we also struggle with doubt and fear, one area of discipleship that develops in stages for most of us is that of 
generosity – of financial stewardship.  This sermon series is being preached at Chapelwood United Methodist Church 
during our Stewardship of Gifts emphasis for 2023. How might Webber’s call to “notice the love, mercy, and compas-
sion that characterize God’s kingdom” help you see your need to serve Christ through giving more clearly? 
 
Which of the following statements best describe where you are on the giving pathway? 
 

I contribute financially whenever I attend worship. 

I am giving financially more and more regularly. 

I am tithing or moving toward it, and I examine how I spend the other 90% of my resources. 

I am tithing and reordering my life to free up even more for God’s use. 

 

Spend time with the Lord asking, “What do I need to see more clearly?” 
 

“Where do you want me to be in my giving?”  

 

P-Pray 

Dear God, there are many ways that I am unable to see clearly. Help me continue to seek the complete healing that 

you desire to give me in all areas of my life, including my need to give back to you from what you have given me.  

Thank you for continuing to open my eyes to see your love, mercy and compassion.  In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen 

 
To receive Going Beyond the Sermon in your inbox, e-mail Laura Frost, lfrost@chapelwood.org.  

GBS is written by Teresa Rossy, Director of Adult Discipleship,  
Chapelwood United Methodist Church.  



Want to go further with Bible study?  

Chapelwood Adult Discipleship Bible Studies  

Spring 2023 

Sunday  

Disciple 1 Fast Track, 5:30-7:00 p.m., LC214-215  

Monday  

Monday Morning in the Word: Gospel of Matthew, 10:00-11:30 a.m., LC211-212 and Zoom  
 with Tammy Heinrich 
Women’s Lunch study on Isaiah, 12:15-1:45 p.m., LC202-203 (begins Jan. 23) 
 with Nicole Nehring 
 

Tuesday 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast and Golf, 7:00-8:00 a.m., Fireside Room, 2nd/4th Tuesdays 
 with Phil Grose 
First Place 4 Health Women's health and wellness Bible Study, 12:15- 1:30 p.m., LC214 (begins Jan. 17) 
 

Wednesday 

Women’s Evening study on Isaiah, 6:30-8:00 p.m., LC202-203 (begins Jan. 25) 
 with Nicole Nehring 
Men’s Wednesday Night study, 7:30-8:30 p.m., Fireside Room and Zoom (begins Jan. 18) 
 with Chris Ferguson 
Lenten study sponsored by Adult Discipleship and The Center, 6:30-8:00 p.m., Anchor House (begins Mar. 1) 
 

Thursday 
 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00-8:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall and Zoom 
 with Andy Noel 
Joy of the Lord Women’s Bible Study: Book of Acts, 9:30-11:00 a.m., various rooms  
 with Cindy Pujol 
Pastors Bible Study: Gospel of Mark, 10:00-11:30 a.m., Fireside Room and Zoom  
 with Josef Klam 
Second Touch Spiritual Formation Group, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., W201 and Zoom  
                  with Mary Lou Strange 
 

Friday 
 

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Bible, 12:00-1:00 p.m., Zoom only  
 with Matt Russell 

 
For more information, contact Laura Frost, lfrost@chapelwood.org or  

go to https://www.chapelwood.org/sanctuary/adult-studies/ 

https://www.chapelwood.org/sanctuary/adult-studies/

