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DA I LY  B I B L E  R E A D I N G  

DATE SCRIPTURE DATE SCRIPTURE 

Sunday, April 19 2 Samuel 11:1-11 Sunday, May 10 Exodus 3:1-14 

Monday, April 20 2 Samuel 11:12-27 Monday, May 11 Exodus 3:16-22 

Tuesday, April 21 2 Samuel 12:1-14 Tuesday, May 12 Exodus 4:1-9 

Wednesday, April 22 2 Samuel 12:15-25 Wednesday, May 13 Exodus 4:10-17 

Thursday, April 23 1 Chronicles 3:1-9 Thursday, May 14 Exodus 7:1-13 

Friday, April 24 Psalm 51 Friday, May 15 Exodus 13:17-22 

Saturday, April 25 Psalm 34 Saturday, May 16 Exodus 14:15-31 

Sunday, April 26 Genesis 20:1-7; 21:14 Sunday, May 17 Mark 5:1-20 

Monday, April 27 Genesis 20:8-17 Monday, May 18 
Matthew 8:28-34;  
Luke 8:26-39 

Tuesday, April 28 Genesis 21:1-7 Tuesday, May 19 Luke 8:40-56 

Wednesday, April 29 Genesis 21:8-21 Wednesday, May 20 Luke 9:1-2 

Thursday, April 30 Genesis 11:26-31 Thursday, May 21 Luke 9:37-42 

Friday, May 1 Genesis 12:1-9 Friday, May 22 Luke 10:1-9 

Saturday, May 2 Genesis 12:10-20 Saturday, May 23 Luke 10:17-24 

Sunday, May 3 1 Samuel 8:1-9 Sunday, May 24 1 Samuel 1:1-20 

Monday, May 4 1 Samuel 8:10-22 Monday, May 25 1 Samuel 1:21-28 

Tuesday, May 5 1 Samuel 9:16-10:1 Tuesday, May 26 1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Wednesday, May 6 1 Samuel 10:6-10 Wednesday, May 27 1 Samuel 2:11-26 

Thursday, May 7 1 Samuel 10:16-25 Thursday, May 28 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

Friday, May 8 1 Samuel 13:1-14 Friday, May 29 Psalm 18:1-15 

Saturday, May 9 1 Samuel 15:22-23 Saturday, May 30 Psalm 18:16-48 



GOING BEYOND THE SERMON         LIVING THE STORY: THE MESS WE MAKE: ABRAHAM AND SARAH 

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 

S—Scripture: Genesis 20:1-7; 21:14 

From there Abraham journeyed toward the region of the Negeb, and settled between Kadesh and Shur. While residing 
in Gerar as an alien, Abraham said of his wife Sarah, “She is my sister.” And King Abimelech of Gerar sent and took Sa-
rah. But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, “You are about to die because of the woman 
whom you have taken; for she is a married woman.” Now Abimelech had not approached her; so he said, “Lord, will you 
destroy an innocent people? Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ I 
did this in the integrity of my heart and the innocence of my hands.” Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know 
that you did this in the integrity of your heart; furthermore it was I who kept you from sinning against me. Therefore I 
did not let you touch her. Now then, return the man’s wife; for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall 
live. But if you do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all that are yours.” 

So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoul-
der, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 

Notes: 
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W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
Sadly, this isn’t the first time Abraham lied and called Sarah his sister. The question is why is this story coming back 
again? We must go back to Genesis 11:26, when Abraham is introduced for the first time. With Abram and Sarai, God is 
starting over the story of humanity by calling this couple to “be a blessing to all the families of the ground. . . All human 
beings are created from dust of the ground (Genesis 2:7).” This theme is repeated in the stories of Cain and Abel and 
Noah and when Abram is called to be a blessing in Genesis 12:1-3, we are hearing “a new attempt on the part of God to 
reconstitute the harmony of the creation. This is a missionary call and will be echoed throughout the biblical story (see, 
for example Isaiah 49:6 and Matthew 28:19).” (The Storyteller’s Companion to the Bible: Genesis, pp. 67-68.) 

Almost immediately after Abram and Sarai leave Ur and begin traveling through the land God promised to them and 
their descendants, the couple flees to Egypt to escape a famine. Notice, there are not yet any descendants, because 
Sarai, we are told in Genesis 11:30, is barren. When they arrive in Egypt, Abram forgets God’s promise to preserve them 
for a future blessing, and scared for his provision, cooks up a plan to present Sarai as his sister. Pharaoh takes her into 
his harem and showers gifts on Abram. God hasn’t forgotten the promise; however, and to protect Sarai for her future 
role as the mother of a great nation, God sends plagues on Pharaoh and his household. One wonders at this point in the 
story why God chose Abram – a liar and a coward. 

By the time we hear the second story of Abraham passing off Sarah as his sister, many things have happened to the cou-
ple. God has repeated the covenant on several occasions. “His (Abraham’s) stature has increased in the eyes of the 
reader after his demonstration of wonderful hospitality to the three strangers in the desert and after his lesson to God 
about the necessity of divine justice in the world.” (Storyteller’s Companion, p. 104) In this telling, set in southern Israel, 



God quickly intervenes by warning Abimelech in a dream that he has been deceived. Abimelech defends his innocence 
before God; and unlike Pharaoh in Genesis 12, Abimelech is not punished for taking Sarah into his harem.  

 
A- Apply 
Both of these stories are called “endangerment of the matriarch” passages. The point seems to be that God is the cov-
enant keeper for Abraham and Sarah and their descendants and that like King David’s sin with Bathsheba, no human 
being is immune to sin.  Not the most revered, and not us. “No matter how impressive we may be at times in our lives, 
the fact remains that our deceptions and weaknesses are never far below the surface. Abraham may be able to call 
the Holy One to account for divine justice, but we must never think that his boldness somehow makes of him a divine 
person. He is human, all too human, as are we all. The child to be born (Isaac) comes from fully human stock; there is 
no place else from which he could come. Chapter 20 is a warning: Abraham is a mighty character, but he remains hu-
man through and through.” (Storyteller’s Companion, p. 106)  

 
What “deceptions and weaknesses” are you prone to turn to when under stress? 

 

When are you most likely to be driven to “save your own skin” no matter the cost? 

 
How has God protected you from sinful tendencies?  How has God protected the loved ones under your care from 
your self-destructive behaviors?  Write about those blessings. 

 

Is there anyone with whom you need to make amends due to your own self-serving behaviors? 

 

Read Genesis 15:1-6, Romans 4:1-8, and James 2:21-24. What do you learn about God in these passages? What is the 
role of faith in Abraham’s relationship with God? How do you think Abraham’s works (behaviors, choices) affect his life 
and the great nation that comes from him? In what ways does Abraham’s story build your faith? 

 

God’s promise was to Sarah as well. Read Genesis 21 to see how the covenant is fulfilled in the birth of Isaac. What do 
you learn about God’s grace from Sarah’s and Hagar’s stories?  

 
 
P- Prayer  
God, I am aware that I am made of dust. Thank you for keeping your promises to Abraham and Sarah and all their de-
scendants, including me. Amen. 
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