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DA I LY  B I B L E  R E A D I N G  

DATE SCRIPTURE DATE SCRIPTURE 

Sunday, April 19 2 Samuel 11:1-11 Sunday, May 10 Exodus 3:1-14 

Monday, April 20 2 Samuel 11:12-27 Monday, May 11 Exodus 3:16-22 

Tuesday, April 21 2 Samuel 12:1-14 Tuesday, May 12 Exodus 4:1-9 

Wednesday, April 22 2 Samuel 12:15-25 Wednesday, May 13 Exodus 4:10-17 

Thursday, April 23 1 Chronicles 3:1-9 Thursday, May 14 Exodus 7:1-13 

Friday, April 24 Psalm 51 Friday, May 15 Exodus 13:17-22 

Saturday, April 25 Psalm 34 Saturday, May 16 Exodus 14:15-31 

Sunday, April 26 Genesis 20:1-7; 21:14 Sunday, May 17 Mark 5:1-20 

Monday, April 27 Genesis 20:8-17 Monday, May 18 
Matthew 8:28-34;  
Luke 8:26-39 

Tuesday, April 28 Genesis 21:1-7 Tuesday, May 19 Luke 8:40-56 

Wednesday, April 29 Genesis 21:8-21 Wednesday, May 20 Luke 9:1-2 

Thursday, April 30 Genesis 11:26-31 Thursday, May 21 Luke 9:37-42 

Friday, May 1 Genesis 12:1-9 Friday, May 22 Luke 10:1-9 

Saturday, May 2 Genesis 12:10-20 Saturday, May 23 Luke 10:17-24 

Sunday, May 3 1 Samuel 8:1-9 Sunday, May 24 1 Samuel 1:1-20 

Monday, May 4 1 Samuel 8:10-22 Monday, May 25 1 Samuel 1:21-28 

Tuesday, May 5 1 Samuel 9:16-10:1 Tuesday, May 26 1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Wednesday, May 6 1 Samuel 10:6-10 Wednesday, May 27 1 Samuel 2:11-26 

Thursday, May 7 1 Samuel 10:16-25 Thursday, May 28 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

Friday, May 8 1 Samuel 13:1-14 Friday, May 29 Psalm 18:1-15 

Saturday, May 9 1 Samuel 15:22-23 Saturday, May 30 Psalm 18:16-48 



GOING BEYOND THE SERMON      LIVING THE STORY: CHOOSING THE WRONG LEADER: SAMUEL AND SAUL 

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
 
S-Scripture: 1 Samuel 8:1-9 

When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name 
of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beer-sheba. 3 Yet his sons did not follow in his ways, but turned aside after 
gain; they took bribes and perverted justice. 
 
Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said to him, “You are old and your 
sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.” But the thing displeased 
Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the Lord, and the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen 
to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from 
being king over them. Just as they have done to me, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking 
me and serving other gods, so also they are doing to you. Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn 
them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.” 

Notes: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
This chapter marks a turning point in the entire story of God as recorded in the Scriptures. Up until now, God has been 
the king of Israel. The nation was created from the beginning to be different from all the other nations. “From its incep-
tion at Sinai, it was understood that Israel was chosen by Yahweh and that this chosen community of covenant was not 
to be like the other nations. Rather, Israel was to order its life in the odd and demanding ways of Torah and to rely on 
the inexplicable love and the remarkable promises of Yahweh (Ex. 19:4-6; Deut. 7:7-11). In this dramatic confrontation 
the elders propose to abandon that self-understanding, that vocation which prized a peculiar form of social organiza-
tion. Samuel recognizes the implications of the request by the elders. Their request is nothing less than a change in Is-
rael’s foundational commitments (v. 6; cf. Jer. 2:11).” (Walter Brueggemann, First and Second Samuel p. 62.) In its more 
recent history, Israel was led by judges – Samuel was one – and this event occurs in a time of well being for the nation.  
Other than the narrator’s comment that Samuel was old and his sons were corrupt, we are given no reasons for the el-
ders to demand such a radical change at this time. The elders were the “leading and usually senior citizens” (The New 
Oxford Annotated Bible, NRSV, p. 410) and therefore, not the group that usually advocates for radical change. Samuel, 
according to Brueggemann, “embodies the old theological self-discernment of Israel,” thus the change that the elders 
demand “displeases” him. The demand for a king displeases God, too; but God allows the people to prevail in their re-
jection of Yahweh as their king. Verses 10 – 22 describe the warning that Samuel is instructed by God to give the people 
about what life under an earthly king will be like.  
 
Neither Samuel nor God is pleased about this new order of the life of God’s people. Samuel and God communicate in 
prayer about this leadership dilemma. There is something here for the reader to follow. Bring your concerns to God in 
prayer. Listen for the answer – it may surprise you – and obey. “As the narrative plays out beyond this text, Saul ends up 
being anointed king. He is physically impressive in stature and is a mighty warrior. But at this point in 1 Samuel, it is not 
as if the choice of Saul is the wrong choice and the choice of David or one of the sons of Jesse would have been better . . 
. or anyone else, for that matter. The text is explicit: Yahweh tells Samuel that the desire for a king is not a rejection of 
him (Samuel), but a rejection of God. And the choice of any king other than Yahweh was the wrong choice. 



The text, then, is truly a story about the central place of God in the lives of people. God asks not to be one loyalty 
among many loyalties . . . not to be one priority amidst all the many priorities of our lives.” (Jerry Webber, Notes on 

Choosing the Wrong Leader: Samuel and Saul, May 3, 2020, p. 12) 

 
A- Apply 
The elders’ motivation for demanding a king are unknown; but the times must have been troubling to cause the elders 
to advocate for such wholesale change. James D. Newsome, Jr., in his commentary 1 Samuel – 2 Samuel, p. 35, writes 
“Samuel foresees a time when freedom loving Israel will be enslaved by her own ruler. Beyond that, Samuel suspects 
spiritual difficulties also. Israel’s closeness to her God has been thus far preserved, in part, by her theocratic form of 
government which maintained that the Lord was her only king and that human instruments (judges) through whom he 
worked, such as Samuel, were just that and nothing more. For Israel now to be ruled by a human king would be as if a 
cloud were to pass between Israel and her God, for the human monarch would surely usurp many of the prerogatives 
of – and Israel’s loyalties to – her divine King. It is a torturing dilemma, but the urgencies of human life are strong.  
 
Webber explores the idea further: “The urgencies of human life often act like a tyrant over us, pressing us to decisions 
and choices in the moment we might not make otherwise. . . Discipleship begins by orienting life around God. And in 
order to orient our lives around God, we have to be honest about all the other things we tend to orbit around, all the 
other things that vie for our attention, all the other things that call for our resources, all the other places we tend to 
place our trust.”  
 
In naming some of the things that vie for our attention, we may notice a shift has taken place due to social distancing. 
What are some habits, activities, and patterns that you once “orbited around” that are no longer available to you?  
How has this shift affected your relationship with God? 
 
No matter what circumstances we find ourselves in, as the people of God, we need to be aware of how we choose. 
Following are some questions offered by Jerry Webber to discover what lies underneath the decisions you make.  

What is important to you in the choices you make?  
 

What do you value?  
 

What ideas, values, or relationships press upon you as you are considering a specific choice in a situation? 
 

What world-view (a way of seeing and thinking about the world, life, and reality) guides you? 
 

How can we live in an ongoing state of discernment for both the big decisions and the small everyday choices? Web-
ber suggests using a two-part process that will help you establish a discernment pattern in your life. 

What is God’s work in the world? What is God’s project for the world? What is God about in the world?  
Helpful tools for this step: Scripture, classic Christian theology, evidence in the contemporary world 
 
 

How am I invited to join God in what God is doing in the world?  For a group, how are we invited?  
Helpful tools for this step: Use the gifts and abilities God has given you or your group to participate with God 

 

 

P- Prayer  
Dear God, I want my life and my decisions to orbit around You as my center. Show me how to align my decisions and 

actions around your work and your character. Be with my faith community as we seek to walk together in your way.  

In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 
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