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DA I LY  B I B L E  R E A D I N G  

DATE SCRIPTURE DATE SCRIPTURE 

Sunday, April 19 2 Samuel 11:1-11 Sunday, May 10 Exodus 3:1-14 

Monday, April 20 2 Samuel 11:12-27 Monday, May 11 Exodus 3:16-22 

Tuesday, April 21 2 Samuel 12:1-14 Tuesday, May 12 Exodus 4:1-9 

Wednesday, April 22 2 Samuel 12:15-25 Wednesday, May 13 Exodus 4:10-17 

Thursday, April 23 1 Chronicles 3:1-9 Thursday, May 14 Exodus 7:1-13 

Friday, April 24 Psalm 51 Friday, May 15 Exodus 13:17-22 

Saturday, April 25 Psalm 34 Saturday, May 16 Exodus 14:15-31 

Sunday, April 26 Genesis 20:1-7; 21:14 Sunday, May 17 Mark 5:1-20 

Monday, April 27 Genesis 20:8-17 Monday, May 18 
Matthew 8:28-34;  
Luke 8:26-39 

Tuesday, April 28 Genesis 21:1-7 Tuesday, May 19 Luke 8:40-56 

Wednesday, April 29 Genesis 21:8-21 Wednesday, May 20 Luke 9:1-2 

Thursday, April 30 Genesis 11:26-31 Thursday, May 21 Luke 9:37-42 

Friday, May 1 Genesis 12:1-9 Friday, May 22 Luke 10:1-9 

Saturday, May 2 Genesis 12:10-20 Saturday, May 23 Luke 10:17-24 

Sunday, May 3 1 Samuel 8:1-9 Sunday, May 24 1 Samuel 1:1-20 

Monday, May 4 1 Samuel 8:10-22 Monday, May 25 1 Samuel 1:21-28 

Tuesday, May 5 1 Samuel 9:16-10:1 Tuesday, May 26 1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Wednesday, May 6 1 Samuel 10:6-10 Wednesday, May 27 1 Samuel 2:11-26 

Thursday, May 7 1 Samuel 10:16-25 Thursday, May 28 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

Friday, May 8 1 Samuel 13:1-14 Friday, May 29 Psalm 18:1-15 

Saturday, May 9 1 Samuel 15:22-23 Saturday, May 30 Psalm 18:16-48 



LIVING THE STORY                       WHEN ALL YOU HAVE IS EMPTINESS: HANNAH 

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S-Scripture: 1 Samuel 1:4-18 

On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; but 
to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival used to pro-
voke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her womb. So it went on year by year; as often as she 
went up to the house of the Lord, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you 
than ten sons?” 

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was 
sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your servant, and remember 
me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite 
until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.” 

 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was praying silently; only her lips moved, 
but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 14 So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a 
drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.” But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply trou-
bled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord.  Do not regard 
your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.” Then 
Eli answered, “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.” And she said, “Let your servant 
find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance 
was sad no longer. 
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W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
This passage sets up a turning point in the entire narrative of the Hebrew Scriptures.  Jerry Webber, in his notes: When 
All You Have is Emptiness: Hannah, p. 7- 9, wrote an excellent summary that is presented here: 
 

The storyline for Israel after their deliverance from the oppression of Egypt is the story of God’s continual care 
and provision for the Hebrew people . . . leading the Hebrews through the Red Sea and away from the armies of 
Pharaoh . . . the revelation of God to Moses and the community at Mount Sinai . . . the forty years in the wilder-
ness experiencing God’s providence and care . . . the stunning conquest of Canaan and entry into the Promised 
Land.  

Through numerous episodes in the story of Israel, God’s story unfolded in the life of this people. God leads Isra-
el throughout, continually shaping this people to be the people of God. 



Once in the Promised Land, Israel did not have a human leader. God was their king. When the people were threatened by 
another nation or king, they would cry out to God and God would raise up a heroic leader (a judge) who led the people’s 
resistance to foreign powers. Judges like Deborah or Samson or Gideon would step out from among the people and act 
decisively in God’s name. Not only would these heroic judges deliver the people, but they would do so in God’s name. 
Their victories were always God’s victories. 

During the period of the judges (judges = arbiters of justice, not judges in the contemporary sense of presiding in a court 
of law), Israel operated unlike all the other nations, who had kings to lead their nations and to fight their battles. But in 
Israel Yahweh was king. There was no monarch over the entire nation (as we covered three weeks ago in the sermon on 
Samuel and the Israelite elders). The system of the judges more or less worked for a long period of time, especially when 
the judges honored God and upheld the place of Yahweh’s leadership among the people. Deborah, Samson, and Gideon 
would be examples of this kind of judge who impacted the nation in a positive way. These judges were often men and 
women of extraordinary character and valor. They highlight the period of the judges. 

But there were also judges who were lowlights . . . corrupt judges who do not honor God and who create more chaos 
than peace. And the societal system in which judges arose within Israel led to tribal fighting and lack of a coherent system 
of governance. There was nothing to check the power of a judge who arose and abused his or her leadership. Thus, the 
latter part of the book of Judges describes chaos, warfare among the tribes of Israel, and the brutal death of the Levite’s 
concubine. 

As a summary word about what the period of the judges had become, the final verse of the book of Judges – which are 
also the words that set the stage for the books of 1 and 2 Samuel – simply says: “In those days there was no king in Israel; 
all the people did what was right in their own eyes” (Judges 21:25).   

Judges ends on this sour note. And further, this sour note forms the context in which 1 Samuel begins. Over the next few 
chapters, we will learn that 1 Samuel will be concerned mostly with the next generation of leaders in Israel, which will 
form a monarchy: Samuel, Saul, and David . . . we will learn that the people call for a human king and reject Yahweh’s 
leadership over the country.  

But 1 Samuel does not take us immediately to Samuel, Saul, and David. 1 Samuel begins in limbo, in waiting, in a time of 
transition . . . between this time when there was no king in Israel and in which all the people did what was right in their 
own eyes . . . and the time when there would be a king to rule over Israel.  

Samuel, the last of the judges in Israel, will be the bridge in this time of transition and waiting from the period of the 
judges to the monarchy. He will be an inspired spiritual leader who also act as a priest and as a prophet. Samuel is truly 
one of the two or three most faithful characters in all of scripture . . . a person who earnestly sought to center his life in 
God at every turn. Samuel’s story is a highlight in the history of God’s people. 

Samuel would become a spiritual leader of the highest caliber in Israel; but he was also important politically in that his 
role within Israel would be to designate both the first king, Saul, and the second king, David. Samuel is a key figure in the 
movement toward monarchy. He argues that Israel should have only one king, and that king is Yahweh. He resists the 
monarchy until Yahweh relents and gives the masses what they want: A king like all the other nations. 

Most of the books of 1 & 2 Samuel will be about the rise of the monarchy, about the failed first king, Saul, and the as-
cendancy of the second king, David. Samuel, however, has his role in this drama – it is no mistake that these two books 
are named for him! – as the well-respected religious leader who is able to give legitimacy to Israel’s monarchy. 

So today’s text stands at a crossroads, between what has already transpired in the period of the judges and what is yet to 
come in the period of the monarchy. This is the in-between time, the time of waiting and patience. Eventually, Samuel 
will take center stage and lead the nation into the monarchy (if hesitantly at first!). But in good storytelling fashion, this in
-between time does not jump right into Samuel’s story, but rather begins with the woman who will be Samuel’s mother.

Her name is Hannah, which in Hebrew means “graced.” She is neither king, nor prophet, nor priest, nor judge, 
nor a husband . . . holding none of the roles that typically give authority in her society. She is a strong woman 
with an emptiness that has become her wound, but who also acted faithfully with God in a remarkable act of 
prayer and worship. Her story of pain and suffering is also a story of devotion, waiting, and faithfulness. Han-
nah is “graced,” and as God graces her with a son, so she offers that son back to God as an act of grace. 
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LIVING THE STORY WHEN ALL YOU HAVE IS EMPTINESS: HANNAH

A- Apply
I’ve known many parents who have included verses from this passage on birth announcements.  I never wanted to claim
these verses, because in my heart I knew that I could never do what Hannah did in dedicating her long-awaited child to
the Lord by leaving him with Eli to raise. Her response to God’s grace is remarkable. When examined closely, we see
that Hannah started her act of worship by presenting herself to God in a heart-felt, honest way that did not reflect the
rote prayers or reading from a scroll that was customary in that day.  Eli, the priest on duty to oversee that proper wor-
ship was followed, notices Hannah’s emotional prayer and assumes she is drunk.  She pours out her heart to Eli at that
point.  Before Hannah dedicated Samuel to God, she dedicated herself.

We read later in the text that upon their return home, Elkanah and Hannah have intercourse and Hannah becomes 
pregnant. Webber writes, “The verbs in verse 19 suggest parallel activity. Elkanah knew Hannah and God remembered 
her. These two verbs represent two aspects of this single work that is taking place within Hannah. The physical act of 
intercourse is the human component, the sexual drawing together of this husband and wife. But that alone is not 
enough for Hannah to bear children (we assume that to the end of helping Hannah bear children, Elkanah and Hannah 
had been sexually intimate often throughout their marriage). God has a role to play in the opening of Hannah’s womb, 
so there is also the Divine element. If God does not “remember” Hannah, it does not matter how often Elkanah and 
Hannah “know” each other. Know and remember are two aspects of the same act: Hannah’s womb is opened and she 
will bear a child. Know and remember go together, the heavenly dimension and the earthly dimension, and together the 
two verbs generate life.” 

This passage is filled with depth to ponder and apply to our own lives. Read 1 Samuel 1:1-28 several times this week and 

sit with at least one of these aspects of the story that shines back at you.  What do you discover about God? About 

yourself? About one of your human relationships?  About the creative activity of God in the world? 

Despite her pain, Hannah does not call herself worthless when she acknowledges her pain. 

Like Israel in the time between judges and kings, Hannah must wait for Samuel to be conceived and born. 

Hannah expresses her heartfelt cry of prayer in a real desperate situation and God graciously answers her prayer. 

There are parallels to Mary’s conception of Jesus and her offering of Jesus back to God. 

Write your own discovery from this passage. 

P- Prayer
God, you wait for us to turn to you with heartfelt cries of need. When we do, we find you are already present, prepared,

and providing for us.  Thank you, God, for hearing our cries.  In Jesus’ name. Amen


