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S – Scripture: Matthew 16:13-20 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell 
you, you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered 
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
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W- What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey? 
“The confession that “Jesus is Lord” is both disorienting and reorients our entire life and mission,” writes 
Matt Russell in his sermon notes.  “It is a creed that we say with our mouths, but it ends up putting our 
feet in a different place.  When Jesus talks to his disciples, he asks them “Who do you say that I am?” 
When Peter replies “You are the Christ, the son of the living God,” Jesus is stoked because they are 
starting to get it!  Ultimately this is not about ‘getting them out of the world’ but rooted in the world in a 
very different way. Jesus says, “I am going to build this new community (church) around these sets of 
relationships and the gates of hell shall not prevail against you.”  This creed is not only about the 
kingdom that is to come, but the transformation, life, and mission that he continues to call his disciples 
into -- in this life.  The church shows up at the gates of hell and bears witness to a different king, a 
different kingdom, a different Lord.” 
 
 

A-Apply 
The confession is Peter’s, the disciples’, and ours. The mission continues through us. Therefore, our 
answers are important to consider. Included here are some exercises that will help us hear the question 
with our minds and our hearts. 



Look online for a video reenactment of this scene.  I like the portrayal in “The Visual Bible: Matthew.” 
Watching Jesus interact with the disciples and with Peter in particular enlivens the interaction – taking it 
from an intellectual, almost classroom-type setting to one filled with the raw emotion of a person who 
sees Jesus as the “LORD” and as “my Lord.”  
 
Fill in seven different answers to the question: “Who do you say that I am?”  
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

 
Trevor Hudson, in his book, “Questions God Asks Us” says that to understand Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
the Messiah, we need both historical and personal knowledge of Jesus. Perhaps your seven answers 
reflect that.  Mark an “h” or a “p” by your answers according to the category in which each response 
belongs.   
 
Based on your answers, which aspect of knowing Jesus needs more attention in your life?  In what way 
do you need to get to know Jesus better? If you need more historical knowledge of Jesus’ life and 
ministry, then reading one of the four Gospels in one sitting is a wonderful way to grasp the scope and 
depth of Jesus’s humanity and divinity. Perhaps it would help you to join others in a Bible study group or 
spend time meditating on the teachings of Christ. 
 
If you need more personal experience of Christ, begin to set aside a time of solitude and silence for 
prayer, bringing your life before Christ in simple need. Ask Jesus to give you a word of comfort or 
guidance and look for ways that manifests in relationships and decisions throughout the day. Imagine 
Jesus walking beside you during your daily chores. Try writing Scripture passages with your name 
inserted.  “Teresa, peace I give you. My peace I give you.” (John 14:27) 
 
Look at your answers again and complete this question. “If I say Jesus is __________________________, 
then what needs to change in my life?” 

 
P-Pray 
Jesus, thank you for asking the disciples to stop and think about who You were to them. Thank you for 
asking me the same question. And thank you, for your patience as I arrive at my answer. Help me act in 
ways that reflect my relationship with you.” In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 

 


