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DATE SCRIPTURE DATE SCRIPTURE 

5-Jan-20 Revelation 21:1-6 23-Jan-20 2 Corinthians 8:3-5 

6-Jan-20 John 3:16 24-Jan-20 2 Corinthians 8:7-9 

7-Jan-20 1 John 4:19 25-Jan-20 2 Corinthians 8:12-15 

8-Jan-20 Luke 18:27 26-Jan-20 
Luke 6:12-13 
Luke 11:9-10 

9-Jan-20 1 Kings 8:22-24 27-Jan-20 Genesis 12:2 

10-Jan-20 Matthew 6: 19-20 28-Jan-20 Matthew 1:24-25 

11-Jan-20 Matthew 6: 21-24 29-Jan-20 Genesis 32:28 

12-Jan-20 
Genesis 1:26-27  
Matthew 6:25 30-Jan-20 Hebrews 11:1-3 

13-Jan-20 Colossians 4:2-4 31-Jan-20 Luke 1:38 

14-Jan-20 1 Chronicles 29:9 1-Feb-20 Genesis 22:15-18 

15-Jan-20 2 Corinthians 9:7-8 2-Feb-20 
Mark 10:17-22 
Mark 12:15-20 

16-Jan-20 1Chronicles 29: 11-13 3-Feb-20 John 6:8-9 

17-Jan-20 1 Chronicles 29:14-16 4-Feb-20 Luke 12:15-21 

18-Jan-20 Philippians 4:4-11 5-Feb-20 Luke 11: 41 

19-Jan-20 
Philippians 4:12-13 
Luke 17:11-19 6-Feb-20 John 10:27 

20-Jan-20 1 Thessalonians 5:15-18 7-Feb-20 John 14:16-21 

21–Jan-20 Psalm 100 8-Feb-20 Matthew 19:13-14 

22-Jan-20 2 Corinthians 8:1-2   

DAILY BIBLE READING  

     THE IMPACT OF GENEROSITY 

More About Going Beyond the Sermon  
 

The notes in this series are excerpted from “The Generosity Challenge, 28 Days of Gratitude, Prayer, and Faith”  
by Scott McKenzie and Kristine Miller. You can access all 28 daily devotionals at www.chapelwood.org/devotional.  

 
Download the Chapelwood App or go to www.chapelwood.org/sermon to access the sermons, Bible Reading Plan,  

and  Bible S.W.A.P. guide. E-mail lfrost@chapelwood.org to receive Going Beyond the Sermon in your inbox. 
Text “sermon” to 555-888 for daily snippets from the sermon. 

 
Visit www.chapelwood.org/mynextstep for help with your next step of faith.  

Scripture references are New Revised Standard  Version unless otherwise noted.   

mailto:lfrost@chapelwood.org


Series Summary 

You were born to be generous.  You were born in the image of a loving and generous God.  In 2016, a national survey 
revealed 81 percent of people desired happiness over great achievement.  We want to be happy, but we don't know 
had to get there.  In this series, based on the 28-day devotional  A Generous Life, we will discover the abundance of 
gifts given to us all by God, listen for God  through prayer to direct us on how to return God's blessings, and be chal-
lenged to live out God's will in our lives.  Our desire is that this series will set the table for 2020 and lead us to a place 
of meaning, happiness, and fulfillment. 
 

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture:  Genesis 1:26-27; Matthew 6: 25 
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

So God created humankind in his image,  
in the image of God he created them;  
male and female he created them.                                                                      Genesis 1:26-27  
 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what 
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?   
                                                                                                                                                  Matthew 6:25  

W-What  (What Does It Mean?)  
The writer of 1 John put it clearly, “We love because God first loved us” (4:19 CEB). In keeping with that sentiment, the 
first chapter of Genesis would suggest that we give because God first gave to us. To be human, made in God’s image, is 
a wonderfully positive identity! However, to be made to love and give like God seems counter to the chronic cynicism 
of our society and even sometimes our own self-image. But this is how the Bible begins: “In the beginning God ...” and 
within the first chapter, “Let us make humankind in our image ...” (Genesis 1:1, 26 NET). All creation is given. Light, 
water, air, and land. The birds and fish and animals. The seas and mountains, valleys and rivers. Our bodies and minds, 
hearts and souls. They are all a Divine Gift. And in some mysterious way, we were put here to tend and care for this 

incredible world, made in the image of God. We give because God first gave to us.       Franklin “Zip” Long 

(What Can I Obey?) 
When you look in the mirror, can you say, “I am born in the image of God, created to be loving and generous”? What 
are the greatest gifts in your life? What abilities, talents, relationships, and accomplishments have come your way? 

A- Apply 
What does it mean to be created in God’s image? What does being made in God’s likeness have to do with being gen-
erous? While donors have their own personal reasons for giving, there are some common themes: 

 A young couple eagerly participates in a Habitat for Humanity build once a month: “We wanted to give back.” 

 A successful businesswoman talks about a major gift to her church: “I’m paying it forward.” 

 A skilled and committed teacher explains why he works hard, more than 50 hours every week with middle schoolers: 
“I wanted to respond to the blessings I received.” 

P- Prayer & Challenge 
God, thank you for creating me in your image, created to be loving and generous. Amen. 
 
Place a sticky note on your mirror and every morning say to yourself, “I am born in the image of God, created to be 
loving and generous.” 

GOING BEYOND THE SERMON ׀  THE IMPACT OF GENEROSITY              JANUARY 12: BORN TO BE GENEROUS 



GOING BEYOND THE SERMON ׀THE IMPACT OF GENEROSITY        JANUARY 19: GROUNDED IN GRATITUDE  

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: Philippians 4:12-13; Luke 17:17-19 
I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the se-

cret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through him who 

strengthens me.                                                                                        Philippians 4:12-13 

 

Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return 
and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made 
you well.”                                                                                                                    Luke 17:17-19 

 
W-What   
Paul truly knew hardship: he endured whippings, beatings, shipwrecks, and a stoning, as well as hunger and 
thirst; he wrote this letter from a prison cell. Yet, at the same time, he learned to be grateful for and to accept 
the abundant generosity of the church at Philippi as they had ministered to his needs. That is why he could say in 
the verses just prior to the ones above, “I have learned to be content with whatever I have” (v. 11). The good 
news for us is this: Paul was not promising that believers can do anything and everything because of Jesus. Rather 
he was saying that because Jesus is sufficient for all our needs, we can be content in every circumstance in which 
we find ourselves.           M. Thomas Norwood Jr. 

 
A-Apply 
There are many Americans who know the words “I can do all things ...” not because they heard them read from a 
church pulpit, but because they have seen them written on the shoes of NBA All-Star Stephen Curry. Curry has 
been writing some variation of that Bible verse on his sneakers before each game since his college days, and he 
continues to use it for motivation and inspiration. 
 
But as Curry found out the hard way after his Golden State Warriors blew a 3–1 series lead and lost the 2016 NBA 
title to Cleveland, the words of Philippians 4:13 do not ensure winning an NBA championship every season! 
What, then, of the promise that we can do ALL things through Christ? Paul’s own life and circumstances provide 
the key to understanding his message. 
 

What does Christian contentment look like? How can we experience the joy of grateful living for God in 
all areas of our lives? Why do we find it hard to accept generosity from others? 

P- Prayer & Challenge 
God, thank you for both the ups and the downs in my life that have led me to depend on You and thank you for provid-
ing for my needs. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

In your journal, chronicle your life’s journey toward finding contentment up to this point. What ups and 
downs have you experienced? 



GOING BEYOND THE SERMON ׀THE IMPACT OF GENEROSITY      JANUARY 26: REVEALED THROUGH PRAYER  

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: Luke 6:12-13; Luke 11:10 

Now during those days he went out to the mountain to pray; and he spent the night in prayer to God. And when day 
came, he called his disciples and chose twelve of them, whom he also named apostles.                           Luke 6:12-13                                                                        
 
For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be 
opened.                                 L                                                                                                                                     Luke 11:10 

 
W-What   
Most of us are good at the first baby step of prayer. It is easy to ask God to do something! Unfortunately, after the 
asking, we think that we are finished; we think that since we have already asked, we are expected to do nothing 
more. 
 
The first step in any journey is critical. We do need to ask in order to receive. But asking is just the first step. It 
takes many more steps to continue a real journey of prayer. Jesus offers his disciples a model for such a prayer 
journey. Ask—yes, of course! But then seek. And finally, knock on the doors that you find. Seeking God’s will is 
much more work than simply asking; seeking takes time, attention, listening, looking, searching. That journey of 
prayer will lead us far past asking, deep into new paths of seeking God’s way for our lives. Along those paths we 
will discover doorways—places where choices and decisions must be made. Do we have the courage and commit-
ment to knock on those doors? And when those new doorways are opened, will we step into a new way of life? 
 
Simply asking demands little of us. Seeking means searching for God’s will in our lives, and such seeking will un-
doubtedly change us—redirecting us in God’s way. Knocking on the doors that God would open to us may well 
lead us down paths that we never imagined! We do not know what God has in store for us when we begin such a 
journey, but one thing is certain: such a journey of prayer will change our lives. After all, changing us has always 
been the real power of prayer.                                                             Mick Tune 

A- Apply 
A close friend of mine has an adult child who spent several years running from God. It wasn’t a series of short sprints 
either, but more like a marathon. Alcohol and recreational drugs were an easy trap for someone with addictive tenden-
cies and family history. New relationships always turned into broken relationships, and her two boys were pulled 
through the pain. She bounced in and out of rehab programs while her family kept encouraging her, loving her, and 
praying for her. For almost a decade, they wept through every setback, they scooped up the kids for time with the rest 
of the family, they kept believing that God wanted her to be free from the bondage, and they kept praying. 
 
Because I am one who has trouble remembering to pray for things for more than about a week, I can’t even wrap my 
head around “praying it through” for almost ten years. Maybe that’s why I usually only see God make the impossible 
become possible through the prayers of others. You guessed it—my friend’s daughter is a new creation. She has new 
purpose and direction in her life. She is chasing after God and expressing God’s love back to those who stayed beside 
her, fought for her, and refused to stop praying. 
 
Whenever I read these verses in Luke 6, I wonder about the mystery of prayer and what I might be missing. This is Jesus, 
the Son of God. Seems like he was well equipped to select the twelve apostles from among his disciples, on his own, 
right? Instead, he waited for this moment when he had spent the whole night praying to God.           Richard L. Rogers 

P- Prayer and Challenge 
God, lead me to your paths and open doors that I may go through and follow you. Amen 
 
During your prayer time, write down in your journal what you are asking and what you are given, what you are 
seeking and what you are finding, what doors you knock upon and what is opened to you. 



GOING BEYOND THE SERMON ׀THE IMPACT OF GENEROSITY                          FEBRUARY 2: SEALED BY FAITH 

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: Mark 10:17-22; Luke 12:15-20  
As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 
witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since 
my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money] 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and 
went away grieving, for he had many possessions.                                                                 Mark 10:17-22 
 
And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he 
thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, 
you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 
night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’       Luke 12:15-20 

 
W—What Does It Mean? 
He came to the correct person, Jesus, and he asked about the correct subject, eternal life. But when Jesus responds, 
“Why do you call me good? ... No one is good—except God alone” (v. 18), it seems strange. Most of us probably think 
Jesus is good, so what is Jesus attempting to teach that young man? The lesson Jesus is teaching is that in order to get 
eternal life, doing good or being good is not enough.  
 
Jesus goes on to remind the young man of the commandments that the young man had already accomplished. At first 
the young man is elated. He thinks he is in! “Teacher, ... all these I have kept since I was a boy” (v. 20). You can just 
imagine him pumping his fist and exclaiming “I made it!” Peering into him and loving him, Jesus says, “One thing you 
lack. ... Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me” (v. 21). 
 

A—Apply 
The young man finds himself at a crossroads and has to answer the question we all face. Do we believe our future will 
be good because God is with us? Or do we believe our future is secure because our portfolio is diversified enough and 
our assets are allocated sufficiently? Simply put, is our faith placed in God or in our stuff? In the end, the young man 
allowed his possessions to own him, and he missed life. God asked to be loved more than the young man’s stuff, and 
the young man was not able to do it.         Dale McConnell 
 

What is at the center of your life—God or your possessions? 
             

P—Prayer and Challenge 
Dear God, help me come to you with my questions, my struggles, and my fears and help me trust you 
enough to obey when you ask me to follow you.  Amen. 
 
Take a personal inventory of all of your possessions. In your journal, reflect on the question, “Is there any-
thing I would be unable to give up if God asked me to?” 
 
 


