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Sermon Summary 

 

Abraham’s family is no different than most of ours. They have scandalous stories that probably 

shouldn’t be spoken of in front of the kids. For instance, there’s the one where Father Abraham 

sleeps with Sarah’s maidservant at her urging. That’s weird. And it unsurprisingly puts a strain 

on their marriage, though not on God’s gracious call upon their lives. What’s more interesting, 

however, is how Abraham’s God reveals Himself as the God of this mistreated and objectified 

concubine, Hagar. Through her trauma, she experiences God as the God who sees her, and is 

reconciled with her peculiar family. 

 

S-SCRIPTURE 

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no children. She had an Egyptian slave-girl whose name was 

Hagar, 
2 
and Sarai said to Abram, “You see that the LORD has prevented me from bearing 

children; go in to my slave-girl; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram 

listened to the voice of Sarai. 
3 
So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, 

Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her slave-girl, and gave her to her husband Abram as a 

wife. 
4 

He went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and when she saw that she had conceived, she 

looked with contempt on her mistress. 
5 
Then Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me 

be on you! I gave my slave-girl to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she 
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looked on me with contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!” 
6 
But Abram said to 

Sarai, “Your slave-girl is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with 

her, and she ran away from her. 

7 
The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to 

Shur. 
8 
And he said, “Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you 

going?” She said, “I am running away from my mistress Sarai.” 
9 
The angel of the LORD said to 

her, “Return to your mistress, and submit to her.” 
10 

The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I 

will so greatly multiply your offspring that they cannot be counted for multitude.” 
11 

And the 

angel of the LORD said to her, 

“Now you have conceived and shall bear a son; 

    you shall call him Ishmael,
[a]

 

    for the LORD has given heed to your affliction. 
12 

He shall be a wild ass of a man, 

with his hand against everyone, 

    and everyone’s hand against him; 

and he shall live at odds with all his kin.” 

13 
So she named the LORD who spoke to her, “You are El-roi”;

[b]
 for she said, “Have I really 

seen God and remained alive after seeing him?”
[c]

 
14 

Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-

roi;
[d]

 it lies between Kadesh and Bered.  (Genesis 16:1-14, NRSV) 

 

W-WHAT  
(What Does It Mean?) 

Rev. Mike Whang, who preaches on this text at Chapelwood on Sunday, July 15, describes the 

scenes in Genesis from Abraham’s family as “weird.” And, he’s right. To our minds, the habits 

and practices surrounding marriage and family life in those days and places are strange – almost 

other worldly.  Read the text carefully, looking for context clues. How did Abram and Sarai 

come to have an Egyptian slave woman? Look up Genesis 12:20. It’s possible that Hagar became 

a slave to them as they were leaving Egypt after that other “weird” episode when Abram passed 

off Sarai as his sister to the pharaoh. Like other slaves (Joseph, Daniel) who rose to prominence 

in the Bible stories, Hagar probably made herself useful and proved herself trustworthy, thereby 

becoming Sarah’s maidservant, a position of some importance in the household. (Women of the 

Bible by Jean E. Syswerda, p. 21)  

 

“According to ancient surrogate motherhood customs, a wife could give her maid to her husband 

and claim the child as her own (see Genesis 30:3, 9),” The New Oxford Annotated Bible, NRSV, 

p. 33. A woman’s status depended on having children and surrogate motherhood allowed a 

barren woman to improve her status. Both Sarah and Hagar were diminished women in this story 

– Sarah due to her inability to bear a child and Hagar by slavery – in need of a change of status. 

Abraham also is tested through the dealings with Hagar and Ishmael. This story affirms the 

biblical motif that the heroes in the book of Genesis are almost all born under unusual or special 

circumstances involving the mother. Recall the births of Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+16%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-393a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+16%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-395b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+16%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-395c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+16%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-396d
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Once Hagar becomes a mother she finds her mistress “to be of less worth in her eyes.” Sarah, in 

turn afflicts Hagar, who flees to the wilderness. It is in the wilderness that we begin to see the 

heart of God. “The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness . . . and He 

said, “Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?” “There 

by a spring of water God appears to her in the first of the annunciation scenes in Genesis. She is 

told about the son to be born and, like Abraham, is promised a multitude of descendants and 

declares that she has seen God. After the son Ishmael (“God will hear”) is born, Abraham and 

Sarah are visited by three men, manifestations of God, who announce that a son will be born to 

them . . .  In these scenes the women see God and confront God; they demand and receive some 

answers.” (From Women’s Bible Commentary, Genesis, by Susan Niditch, p. 21). Later on in the 

story, God again seeks to find and rescue Hagar and her son, Ishmael. Read Genesis 21: 8-21 and 

find these kind words, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy 

crying as he lies there. Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great 

nation.”  

 

Abraham and Sarah are the faithful patriarch and matriarch of the Biblical family; and yet, as we 

read this chapter of their story, we see it from the perspective of Hagar, the Egyptian concubine 

in the desert. “To her, God is the god of those deserted in the wilderness, of those on the fringes, 

who are usually in the Hebrew Scriptures not Ishmaelites, but Israelites.” (Niditch, p. 21)  

 

(What Can I Obey?)  
This story is sandwiched between covenant promises given to Abraham and Sarah in Chapters 15 

and 17. The promise God made was of descendants more numerous than the stars, land to 

possess, and descendants for years to come. In the middle of this “sandwich” is Sarah and 

Abraham’s doubt and fear. The introduction of Ishmael by way of Hagar was a tangible reminder 

of that doubt. While Abraham’s faith was continually tested throughout his life, he was made 

righteous by faith. See Genesis 15:6. How might God be calling you to trust and believe that 

God’s promises are real, reliable, and trustworthy? Where is God leading you into unseen 

realities?  

 

Both Hagar and Sarah suffered from haughty attitudes toward one another. What circumstances 

in this story led them to see the other as “lighter-weight?” Look for examples in your own life 

where you are tempted to hold another person in contempt.  Look again for times when you have 

been held in contempt by another person. How might God want to direct your thoughts or 

comfort your sorrows in these types of situations?  

 

A-APPLY 

When reading Scripture, look for the questions God asks. God asked Hagar: “Where have you 

come from? Where are you going?” She declared God’s name to be “El-roi” or God who sees.  

In your “wilderness,” what questions might God be asking you? Do you have a sense that God 

sees you – wherever you are and in whatever condition you may be? 

 

Hagar had little say in her situation. What do you think her reaction was to Sarah’s proposition to 

Abraham concerning her? What reaction do you have when you find yourself without control 

over your circumstances? How can God help you in times like that? 
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Many men and women today are in positions similar to Hagar’s – defenseless and in need of 

comfort. Read Genesis 21:19. “Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She 

went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.” How might God use you to 

remind a downcast person of God’s love and provision? 

 

P-PRAYER 
God, we don’t want to see ourselves as slaves – to another person, to sin, or to any circumstances 

beyond our control – but sometimes that is our condition. We ask for your help in the most 

desperate times of our lives and thank you for your promise of new life in Christ. Amen 
 
 
(This material is written by Teresa Rossy, adapted from various commentaries and sources cited above. It is intended to be 

supplemental and not necessarily to reflect the thought or intent of the preacher of the day.) 

 

 

Next week’s Scripture: Genesis 24. Click the links below to access the sermon 

audio, video, and other helps. 
 

 

 

 

 

TO CATCH THE SERMON AND OTHER HELPS 

 
Click here to listen to the audio version. 

 

 

Click here to watch the video version.  
 

 

 

Text “sermon” to 555-888 to receive snippets from the sermon Monday-Friday. 

 

E-mail lfrost@chapelwood.org to receive the “Going Beyond the Sermon” in your inbox. 

 

 

 Click here to learn more about Bible S.W.A.P., a simple method to encounter Scripture. 
 

https://vimeo.com/channels/chapelwood
http://www.chapelwoodonline.org/podcast/070818.mp3
https://vimeo.com/channels/chapelwood
mailto:lfrost@chapelwood.org
http://www.chapelwood.org/am-site/media/pdfhow-to-swap-a-simple-method-for-bible-encounterrevised.pdf
http://www.chapelwoodonline.org/podcast/070818.mp3

