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Sermon Summary 

 

For Abraham and Sarah, their Family of Origin had an incredibly messed up past.  But 

God had a different destination in mind. God called Abraham and Sarah, "Leave your country, 

your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.” They didn’t get to 

choose the destination, but they had to choose whether they wanted to follow this God or not.  

Whether to be part of this grand plan to conquer sin. God wants to use their little family, 

beginning with just the two of them, to change the world. God wants them to be “blessed to be a 

blessing,” but it means leaving the safety of their family of origin for God’s destination. God’s 

secret weapon for changing the world is to start with a family and to start with one person in that 

family. 

 

S-SCRIPTURE 

1Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 

to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 

your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one 

who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
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4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 

old when he departed from Haran. (Genesis 12:1-4, NRSV) 

 

W-WHAT  
(What Does It Mean?) 

 

Genesis 11:31-32 tells us that Abram’s father, Terah – who lived in Ur of Sumer, or what 

is today southern Iraq near Basra - took his family out of Ur and travelled northwest to Haran. 

Secular history tells us of political and economic disruptions taking place in ancient Sumeria 

about this time. Perhaps that is why Terah moved his family. We don’t know. But it was there in 

Haran the Bible reveals clearly that God became directly involved with Terah’s son, Abram  

  

Abram heard a voice or had an inner sense of God’s directing him. When God calls him, 

it is not exactly an invitation. It is more like a summons, like a master calling a servant. “Get 

yourself” over there is near to the connotation of the way God speaks; there are more polite ways 

of bidding someone to go somewhere, and God uses none of these. It is a straight, peremptory 

bidding, a little like the risen Christ’s “call” of Saul the Pharisee. 

  

God wants to make Canaan a base of operations for fulfilling the divine purpose in the 

world. The Scriptures never give any indication why that should be. Maybe geography provides a 

reason; within the eastern hemisphere, Canaan is the crossing point of east and west, north and 

south. Or maybe the choice was random. Whatever the reason for making Canaan a base, why 

didn’t God use someone already living there? The Bible never tells us. Maybe calling Abram is 

a sign that God is doing something new.  

  

In this new country God intends to make Abram a great nation. Taking Abram out of his 

“natural” place in this world does not mean God is taking Abram out of the world of the nations. 

The idea is rather to give him a prominent place in that world. He is to be not merely a nation, 

but a great nation. 

  

It would be reasonable for Abram, later renamed to Abraham, to react by thinking, “Oh 

yeah?” and later the story will hint that he did think that way. It would be all the more tempting a 

reaction given that his wife cannot have children, which makes God’s intention to work with 

Abraham seem not only puzzling but irrational. Why not settle on someone whose wife could 

bear children? But God is not especially inclined to do things the obvious, sensible, or easy 

way.  

  

God promises to bless Abraham and to make his name great. God will ensure that he has 

a legacy. God has surely done so, because there are few people better known in world 

history than Abraham! He is the person who demonstrates the basic nature of the relationship 

with God that God invites us into. Paul calls him the father of all believers (Romans 4:11). 

  

God’s making Abraham’s name great sets up a contrast with the story about the Tower of 

Babel in Genesis 11. The people who wanted to settle down in that valley in Shinar (i.e., Sumer) 

wanted to make a name for themselves; they wanted to leave a legacy. They did so, though not in 
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the sense they intended. The desire to leave a legacy can not only skew your work and your 

life; it can be self-defeating. 

  

Genesis provides another illustration of a characteristic feature of God’s work in the 

world: taking hold of some people in order to make them a blessing to other people. Genesis 

has told us nothing about Abraham that indicates he deserves to be singled out to be the recipient 

of God’s blessing. It has told us nothing of what Abraham previously knew of God or how 

Abraham had previously related to God. Abraham is not being blessed because he has 

deserved it. That point is fundamental to an argument Paul formulates in Romans. God made 

promises to Abraham before Abraham did anything to merit God’s approval, not after he had 

merited it. Abraham is often referred to as “the father of the faithful,” for this reason. But even 

after God hauled him from Haran to Canaan, Abraham was not brilliant at being faithful, at 

doing the right thing, as Genesis reveals in the chapters that follow. Perhaps there was something 

that commended Abraham personally to God, but if so, Genesis does not tell us what it is, which 

suggests this was not a key factor in what happened. God simply settled on Abraham. 

  

That God settles on some people rather than others is not to exclude the others but to 

include them. It’s just that God has a particular way of going about this inclusion. God settles on 

one person in order to make him or her the way in to including others. That is a 

characteristic feature of God’s work in the world. 

  

The Bible never tells us why God chooses to work this way, but it does seem to be a 

consistent feature of God’s way of working. It binds us together as people and makes us indebted 

to one another. Another person of whose legacy I am aware is the pastor who married Susan and 

I, Rev. Bill Thielking. He was the pastor at her church, First UMC of Glassboro, NJ. Bill, who 

passed away in 2011, is the one who began to enthuse me about studying the Bible. When Susan 

and I began dating, I went to a Bible study Bill was leading, and I got hooked. There is 

something wonderful about the fact that I gained this enthusiasm for the Bible (this blessing) 

through another human being. It will be even greater if some of the people I have taught in my 

Bible studies gain it through me.  In that way, I was blessed (by Bill) to be a blessing (to you). 

It’s the way God works. 

 

(What Can I Obey?)  

 
Through what words or ideas in this scripture is the Holy Spirit tapping on your shoulder? Where 

do you find yourself resisting? What do you hear the Spirit calling you to surrender to God to be 

truly free? 

 

A-APPLY 

 

What will it take for God to begin using your family to change the world? Will you allow Him to 

start with you? 
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P-PRAYER 

 
O God, as you blessed Abram and his family, you have blessed me and my 

family. As you blessed Abram to be a blessing, so you have blessed me and my family to 

be a blessing. I commit to bless someone this week. In Christ I pray. Amen. 

 
 
(This material is written by Bob Johnson, adapted from the Genesis commentary in the “For Everyone” series written by 
retired Professor John Goldingay, who until 2018 was the David Allan Hubbard Professor of Old Testament in the School 

of Theology of Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California. It is intended to be supplemental, not a recap of the 

sermon.) 
 

 

Next week’s Scripture: Genesis 16:1-14. Click the links below to access the sermon 

audio, video, and other helps. 
 

 
 

 

 

TO CATCH THE SERMON AND OTHER HELPS 

 
Click here to listen to the audio version. 

 

 

Click here to watch the video version.  

 

 

 

Text “sermon” to 555-888 to receive snippets from the sermon Monday-Friday. 

 

E-mail lfrost@chapelwood.org to receive the “Going Beyond the Sermon” in your inbox. 

 

 

 Click here to learn more about Bible S.W.A.P., a simple method to encounter Scripture. 
 

http://www.chapelwoodonline.org/podcast/070818.mp3
https://vimeo.com/channels/chapelwood
mailto:lfrost@chapelwood.org
http://www.chapelwood.org/am-site/media/pdfhow-to-swap-a-simple-method-for-bible-encounterrevised.pdf
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