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Sermon Summary 

 

Moses reveals for us a model for daring and insistent prayer that moves God. 

 

 
 

S-SCRIPTURE 
Exodus 33:11-19 
Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then he would 

return to the camp; but his young assistant, Joshua son of Nun, would not leave the tent. 

 

Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let 

me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have 

also found favor in my sight.’ Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so 

that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.”  

 

He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to him, “If your 

presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have found 

favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I 

and your people, from every people on the face of the earth.” 
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The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor 

in my sight, and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” And he said, 

“I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The 

Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will 

show mercy.  

 

W-WHAT  
(What Does It Mean?) 

 

In Exodus 32 – 34, Moses has just come down from Mt. Sinai where he met with God and 

received the 10 Commandments.  Upon his return down the mountain, tablets in hand, he 

discovered that during his 40-day absence the people had made an idol – a golden calf – which 

they were worshiping. “Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets from his hands and 

broke them at the foot of the mountain. He took the calf that they had made, burned it with fire, 

ground it to powder, scattered it on the water, and made the Israelites drink it.” (Exodus 32:19-

20) After more punishments, the Lord told Moses to take the people to the land which God had 

promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But this time, God was sending an angel to accompany 

them. “I will not go up among you, or I would consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-

necked people.” (Exodus 33:3) Needless to say, Moses was discouraged.  He was near the end of 

his long life of serving God. He had demonstrated great leadership abilities developed over many 

years: He was 40 when he ran away from Egypt, and subsequently shepherded in Midian for 40 

years; 80 when he saw the burning bush and led people out of Egypt; and 120 years old when he 

prepared to lead the people into the Promised Land. And now, he had to see his people punished.  

 3,000 people were killed and more were “smote” in a plague. (Ex. 32: 27- 35) 

 The tent of meeting was moved outside the camp. (Ex 33: 7 – 11) 

 God refused to go any further with them.  (Exodus 33: 1-5)   

In the words of Charles Spurgeon, “God never permits his people to sin successfully.” 

 

And yet, Moses and the people were not satisfied with an angel as an escort. They wanted the 

real thing!  Moses boldly asked God how he was going to lead the people without God.  God had 

been with them every step of the way.  Moses reminded God of God’s promises. Moses wanted 

to please God. At an old age, with great experience, Moses knew he still needed God’s 

guidance. Moses told God that he and the Israelites would not go out without God. They knew 

firsthand the reality of God’s presence because they had experienced it – in the tent of meeting, 

in the pillar of cloud by day and the fire by night, in the taste of manna in their mouths, by the 

glow on Moses’ face after he met with God. Like their father Abraham who saw God’s promise 

in the vast stars in the sky and whose faith was “reckoned to him as righteousness,” Moses and 

the Israelites knew the difference it makes to have God’s presence with you.  

 

So, adding trust upon trust, Moses boldly asks God this question: “Show me your glory, I pray.” 

This prayer is laden with trust. It is filled with expectation. God does not disappoint. “I will make 

all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The Lord’; and I will 

be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.” God 

even gives Moses a safe place in the cleft of the rock from which to watch the glory pass by.  
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This description of God’s glory is repeated throughout Scripture. It should sound familiar to 

Bible readers. James Kugel writes in The Bible as it Was, “This revelation was altogether 

extraordinary: nowhere else had God’s traits of character, as it were, been set forth as such. It 

was as if . . . God now revealed to His prophet something of His very nature. From earliest times 

this self-revelation was deemed to have the highest importance. Moses himself alludes to it 

somewhat later in the Pentateuch (Numbers 14:17-19). What is more, in numerous later biblical 

verses, this same revelation of God’s nature and characteristics is repeated or alluded to, and in 

the same order. It seems that, from a very early period, the qualities of divine mercy and 

compassion mentioned in this verse, along with God’s assertion of his faithfulness to Israel and 

willingness to forgive sins, became central items in the Israelites’ thinking about God, ideas that 

were returned to again and again.”  For further study, see Joel 2:13, Jonah 4:2, Micah 7:18-20, 

Psalm 86:15, Psalm 103:7-10, 2 Chronicles 20:9, 2 Corinthians 3:12-18.  

 

(What Can I Obey?) 

Moses wanted the mark of God – he and the people were used to being distinguishable from 

society and wanted to keep it that way. What distinguishes you from those around you? Are you 

willing to draw so close to God that God’s character is absorbed into your own, and therefore, 

reflected back to those around you? What might our life look like after you’ve experienced 

God’s glory? Anne Graham Lotz puts this idea in the context of her marriage. “If my husband 

doesn’t see a change in me in a year’s time, what is happening with my spiritual life?”  

 

Harry Emerson Fosdick said, “Atheism is not our greatest danger, but a shadowy sense of God’s 

reality.” Moses’ story inspires all of us to expect to see God’s glory – to know and experience 

God as a reality in our lives. Part of that expectation of the very real presence and power of God 

involves prayer.  We can learn to pray like Moses – with honesty, faith, and hope of receiving 

the favor of God. 

  

A-APPLY 

 

How might you pray like Moses did?  This would be a great “every morning” prayer:  “God, I 

don’t want to go anywhere without you today.”  God knows you by name and wants to 

accompany you on life’s journey. How can you begin to live into a relationship with God like the 

one Moses had – as one speaks to a friend? 

 

We may think God’s glory is a mystery – only revealed in the mountaintop experiences like 

Moses receiving the 10 Commandments on Mount Sinai, or Jesus’ transfiguration, or even an 

emotional experience in our own life. But this passage reassures us that God’s glory is God’s 

character and that these traits of  goodness, mercy, compassion, lovingkindness, forgiveness, and 

truth are often revealed in the daily happenings all around us.. We need to cultivate “eyes to see 

His glory.” 

 

P-PRAYER 

 
Like Moses, we pray, “God, you are my friend. I don’t want to make a move without you. I want 

to be a reflection of you to those around me. Show me your glory, I pray. Amen. 
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(This material is written by Teresa Rossy, adapted from various commentaries and sources cited above. It is intended to be 

supplemental and not necessarily to reflect the thought or intent of the preacher of the day.) 

 

 

 

 

TO CATCH THE SERMON AND OTHER HELPS 

 
Click here to listen to the audio version. 

 
 

Click here to watch the video version.  

 

 

 

Text “sermon” to 555-888 to receive snippets from the sermon Monday-Friday. 

 

E-mail lfrost@chapelwood.org to receive the “Going Beyond the Sermon” in your inbox. 

 

 

 Click here to learn more about Bible S.W.A.P., a simple method to encounter Scripture. 
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