
BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: Matthew 21:33-46 

“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in 
it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, 
he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he 
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 
killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will 
put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 
harvest time.” 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
    and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of 
the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When 
the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to 
arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
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W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
The parable of the wicked vineyard workers is also found in Mark 12:1-12. Matthew restates the parable and provides 
an explanation of its meaning. According to “The Interpreter’s One-Volume Commentary” p. 636-637, the description 
of the vineyard fits the conditions in first century Palestine, with its crude tower for watchmen, a protective hedge or 
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fence to discourage marauders, human or otherwise, and a wine press dug out of the soft limestone of the nearby hills. 
The fruit that is sought is not the grapes, but the income from the sale of the wine. 

We see the progression of evil actions. First the tenants beat, stone and kill the owners servants. Finally the sone of the 
owner is put to death, on the assumption that with the heir of of the owner gone, the tenants can claim the property 
by reason of their occupying it. Jesus asks the listeners to finish the story. They affirm that after all this death and de-
struction, the owner is justified in destroying the tenants and replacing them with trustworthy stewards who will act in 
his best interest. 

“The background of this image is the allegory of the vine in Isaiah 5, where it is explicitly stated stated that the vineyard 
is the house of Israel and the owner is the Lord of Hosts. The implication of Jesus’ parable is obvious: Israel’s role as the 
people of God has not been faithfully discharged; indeed, God’s servants have been rejected by Israel, which is soon to 
reject his Son . . . since Jesus was actually taken out of the city . . . and then killed.” (Interpreter’s, p. 637) 

Matthew goes on to quote Psalm 118:22-23 — a favorite of the early church, which speaks of the Messiah as the re-
jected stone now become the cornerstone of God’s new building. The church will replace Israel in the purpose of God 
and the Jewish leaders listening to Rabbi Jesus know that he was speaking about them. 
 

A-Apply 
At Chapelwood, we begin a new sermon series this week and celebrate World Communion Sunday — some from our 
homes and some in person. Our commitment to Christ is the same and we share it with people across the globe who 
we will never meet during our time on earth. As we learned through celebrating Easter in a global pandemic earlier this 
year, we now know more than ever before that our brotherhood and sisterhood in Christ is experienced in the Spirit. 
This seems to me to be the heart of Jesus’ parable. The tenants did not know the owner of the vineyard they were 
called to steward. They had no physical connection to him and yet they were expected to be loyal to him, to his repre-
sentatives, and certainly to his son. They failed miserably at their jobs as tenants because they disregarded their in-
tended relationship with the owner of the vineyard. If they had trusted the owner as the source of their own well-
being, all concerned would have prospered and benefited from the vineyard’s fruit.  

Matthew 6:33 reminds us to “Seek the kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you every-
thing you need.” (New Living Translation) As we take the sacred elements of bread and wine — reminders of our Sav-
ior’s sacrifice on our behalf, let us remember our calling as stewards and our strong connection to the Father, the Son, 
and the people all around the world who make up the body of Christ.  
 

 

P- Prayer 
Dear God,  
Help me keep the image of you as the owner of the vineyard that supplies all my needs ever present in my mind and 
my heart. Assure me of your love and care for me when I feel disconnected from you and from my fellow Christians. 
Thank you for sending your Son to represent you to the world and to me. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 
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