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The ministry of Jesus was something entirely new and unseen before his time.  He breaks the usual categories and defies the ac-
cepted religious customs.  The truth is Jesus isn't just some new, religious maverick - an outlier who refuses to observe expected 
religious standards.  No, what strikes Jesus' critics as disturbingly novel is his fidelity to God's will.  In Jesus, God's will is embodied 
in purity and fullness.  God is engaged on a wide-ranging assault on the powers that infect human life.  Jesus' mission is a mission 
of compassion that crosses the racial, societal, cultural, and religious boundaries -- a display of holiness that shatters former taboos 
-- something never seen before in Israel or anywhere else.  Our question is this: Are we allowing this same Jesus to infect our hu-
man lives, or have we tamed Jesus and become the old “religious institution?” 
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BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
 
S- Scripture – Mark 2:23 – 3:6  

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” 
And he got up and followed him. 

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. 
When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and 
learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 

Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but your disciples do not 
fast?” And Jesus said to them, “The wedding guests cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? 
The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. No one sews a piece of 
unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, for the patch pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear is made. Neither is new wine 
put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is 
put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.”  

 

W-What  (What Does It Mean?)  
 
The theme of this passage is radical discipleship. In it, Jesus draws a tax collector to his side and more “outsiders” 
come along. The Pharisees are shaken. Even John’s disciples, who are devoted and zealous for God are confused by 
Jesus.  Every custom, such as healing on the Sabbath, forgiving sin as well as restoring physical well being, is up for 
reevaluation by Jesus. All things are made new – closer to their original intention. The new covenant that God intro-
duces through Jesus calls for new ways of being God’s people. Both new believers, like Matthew, and long-time follow-
ers like John’s disciples and the Pharisees are being asked to look at God’s intentions and their faith practices with new 
eyes.   

The trouble with adopting radical discipleship as our new normal is our human condition.  Disciple Bible Study (Disciple 
One: Chapter 18) states it this way: “We are anxious, tied up in the status quo.  We conform to our culture, knowing all 
the while that it is sick and riddled with brokenness and confusion.  We walk in spiritual blindness.” Like Matthew and 
all those Jesus drew to himself, we are invited to accept Christ’s call to radical discipleship. 

If you have been reading Going Beyond the Sermon for the past few weeks, look for the thread running through it. 
Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6 in today’s passage and also in Matthew 12 (cited last week). “For I desire steadfast love and 
not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.” Throughout Scripture, God desires covenant loyalty – 
to both the old and new covenant that Jesus ushers in. 

 
(What Can I Obey?) 
 
“Perhaps Matthew’s Gospel resonates with us so deeply because the milieu of first-century Palestine resembles our 
own turbulent times,” writes Grace Imathiu in Matthew’s Message, Good News for the New Millennium. “We are ex-
periencing many of the changes that took place in first-century Palestine in terms of religious identity, culture, and 
relationships with peoples from whom we were previously separated. Matthew’s church was experiencing the same 
questions and growing pains that we are now laboring through. Just like us, Matthew faced two main issues: the col-
lapse of traditional paradigms and the practice of a Christian faith that included very different peoples and cultures 
and histories. So Matthew seems to know us and understand us; and he encourages us in our testimony for Jesus in 
the third millennium. First and foremost, Matthew affirms us in our differences. According to Matthew, “many will 
come from east and west and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven’ (8:11). Matthew is 
neither colorblind nor culture blind!” Think about the varied life experiences around the table with Jesus as he sat at 
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GOING BEYOND THE SER MON 

dinner with many tax collectors and sinners and the Pharisees and John’s disciples all gathered round.  Were they lis-
tening to one another? What would a similar gathering today be like? Would you be comfortable?  What settings can 
you put yourself in to experience fellowship with folks who are different from you? 

 

A- Apply 
 
Grace Imathiu is an African Christian. She writes about America’s Christianity and Africa’s Christianity. To America she 
writes, “The churches of the United States . . . have to prove their relevance to a post-modern generation. No longer 
can we take for granted that the church is an institution honored by the majority.” To Africa she writes, “we can no 
longer mimic other Christians in other places. This church must take seriously the context and search persistently for 
new ways; new structures; new concepts; new theologies; new language; new metaphors to speak directly, clearly, and 
meaningfully about God. We have to get new wineskins for this new thing God is doing.”  

Spend time this week with these questions, adding your own thoughts about what Jesus meant when he called for new 
wine in new wineskins. 

 

What is radical or distinctive about the discipleship Jesus called for?   
 

What does radical discipleship involve? 
 

Consider where you are in your own discipleship. What radical step could you take like Matthew did when he an-

swered Jesus’s call to follow him? 

 

What traditions do you follow in your church or family that may actually now be “ruts” – practices or rituals that no 

longer hold the same meaning or that no longer work? If you find some that you think should be changed, ex-

plain, and ask God for new, fruitful solutions. 

 

Why do you think the church often settles for making church members instead of making disciples? What new 

wineskins are helping you move closer to Christ as a radical disciple? How could you invite your fellow church 

members who might be stuck in a rut to join you on the journey? 

 

P – Prayer 

God, I want to drink the new wine of the new covenant. Show me how to shed the old wineskins that no longer work 
for my journey toward wholeness and help me embrace radical discipleship every day. In Jesus’ name, love, and 
strength, I pray.  Amen.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Go Beyond the Sermon Every Week 
Going Beyond the Sermon is written by Teresa Rossy, Chapelwood’s Director of Grow Ministries,  

using various commentaries and sources cited above. Going Beyond the Sermon is supplemental and does 

not necessarily reflect the thought or intent of the preacher of the day. 

 

Go to www.chapelwood.org/sermon to access the sermon audio and video archives,  

Bible S.W.A.P. tool, and daily text message options.  

E-mail lfrost@chapelwood.org to receive “Going Beyond the Sermon” in your inbox. 

 

Visit www.chapelwood.org/mynextstep or download our smart phone apps for the Bible reading plan, tools 

for finding your place on the path, and suggestions for your next step of faith.  

Look for CW Discipleship and Chapelwood Children in the app store.  
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