
1 

 

www.chapelwood.org/sermon 

 

 “Living Fully Alive” 
By Rev. Lisa Michelle Wilson 

June 3, 2018 

Sermon Summary 

 

In the Bible, we find fascinating stories about people who lived fully alive. Joseph lived like God 

was with him, through the good times and the bad times. Esther lived like God had a plan for her 

and He did. She showed great passion and bravery. The early church lived like people mattered 

and invested in each other while carrying on the mission of Christ. Paul lived like he was part of 

a bigger story. He lived like he had been redeemed and changed by Christ. We are called to live 

fully alive because Jesus is alive. What is holding you back from living fully alive and actively 

participating in what God is doing in your church, in your family, in your community? The time 

is now -- to take the life you have been given and live it to the fullest. 

 

 

 
 

S-SCRIPTURE 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly. (John 10:10) 
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W-WHAT  
(What Does It Mean?) 

 

This week, we get to learn and worship alongside the children who are attending Vacation Bible 

School.  This year’s theme is “Amped – Living Fully Alive.” Each day they will learn stories 

from the Bible of people who God encouraged and empowered to live life to the fullest. There’s 

Joseph, who saved his family from famine. There’s Esther, who saved the Jews from extinction 

during exile. There’s Jesus, who came not just to die, but to live and teach us to live abundantly. 

There are the first believers who created the early church, who endured suffering for the sake of 

all the believers to come. And, there’s Paul, who lived in such a way that Christians everywhere 

still model their churches, their faith, and their holy habits after him.  

 

Where to find the stories 

Joseph: Genesis 30 - 37 

Esther: Esther 1 – 10 

Jesus: I Corinthians 15:3-8, Luke 24 

The Early Church: Acts 2:42-47 

Paul: I Timothy 4:11-15 

 

We’ve all heard the admonition, “Children learn by example.”  Jesus taught by example 

(remember last week’s Scripture that included Jesus washing the disciples’ feet and telling them 

that he “set an example” for them); likewise, we set an example for all the children in our lives 

and in our church for what Christians are like. During Vacation Bible School, we remember our 

own days in such settings and the earliest Bible stories and songs come to mind. When we 

baptize children, we make this pledge: “With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and 

live according to the example of Christ. We will surround these children with a community of 

love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their service to others. We will pray for them, that 

they may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.” (United Methodist Hymnal, p. 

40) This is a great week to reflect on how your faith was formed as a child. What markers of 

your faith development stand out in your mind? Who taught you about Jesus, Joseph, or Paul?  

Conversely, who have you passed these stories to and what could you learn from a child’s faith 

experience today? 

 

(What Can I Obey?)  
To truly learn from the life story of a person, we must spend time knowing as much as we can 

about that person. In the case of people in the Bible, the best way to soak up a story is to read and 

reread the sections of the Bible that pertain to them. Choose one of the week’s stories and read it 

every day this week. Imagine yourself as the person. What might the person hear, see, feel, or 

experience?  What the sights, sounds, smells, or touches does the story depict?  You might try 

reading the story aloud to get a feel for what was happening. (Esther is meant to be read aloud 

and acted out as a play). After you have experienced the story with all your senses, ask God to 

reveal something you can obey as Jesus, Paul, Joseph, Esther, or the early Christians did.  Notice 

how your life is opened up to God and to others through this way of reading Scripture. 
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A-APPLY 

 

This week, we can imagine ourselves as little children, who learn profound truths in simple 

ways.  The children in Vacation Bible School are going to be taught the “Bottom Line” for each 

day. How can you take the one-line phrases that summarize each day’s Bible character and apply 

this concept to your life?  Look for ways to make these simple Scriptural principals part of your 

attitudes and actions.  

 
The life of Joseph DAY 1: 

    Bottom Line: Live like you know God is with you. 
DAY 2: The life of Esther 
    Bottom Line: Live like God has a plan for you. 
DAY 3: The life of Jesus 
    Bottom Line: Live like Jesus is alive. 
DAY 4: The story of the Early Church 
    Bottom Line: Live like people matter. 
DAY 5: The life of Paul 
    Bottom Line: Live like you are part of a bigger story. 

 

P-PRAYER 

 
Dear God, thank you for giving us so many examples of persons who placed their whole trust in 

you and allowed you to fill them with the Holy Spirit. Help us to know their stories and see 

ourselves in their stories, so that the Bible’s message of abundant life is made real for this day 

and age, for our lives and families, neighborhoods and offices. We pray for the children and 

adults who participate in Vacation Bible School to be drawn to you in new ways – to trust you 

fully for eternal life and abundant life. In Jesus’ powerful name we pray. Amen. 
 

 
(This material is written by Teresa Rossy, adapted from various commentaries and sources cited above. It is intended to be 

supplemental and not necessarily to reflect the thought or intent of the preacher of the day.) 

 

Next week’s Scripture: Exodus 33:1-23. Click the links below to access the sermon 

audio, video, and other helps. 
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TO CATCH THE SERMON AND OTHER HELPS 

 
Click here to listen to the audio version. 

 
 

Click here to watch the video version.  

 

 

 

Text “sermon” to 555-888 to receive snippets from the sermon Monday-Friday. 

 

E-mail lfrost@chapelwood.org to receive the “Going Beyond the Sermon” in your inbox. 

 

 

 Click here to learn more about Bible S.W.A.P., a simple method to encounter Scripture. 
 

https://vimeo.com/channels/chapelwood
http://www.chapelwoodonline.org/podcast/052018.mp3
https://vimeo.com/channels/chapelwood
mailto:lfrost@chapelwood.org
http://www.chapelwood.org/am-site/media/pdfhow-to-swap-a-simple-method-for-bible-encounterrevised.pdf
http://www.chapelwoodonline.org/podcast/052018.mp3

