
 

GOING BEYOND THE SERMON 
Dr. John Stephens, 2019  

December 1: Advent Begins with the End 

Isaiah 64:1-9 

December 8: Advent Speaks Comfort to the Afflicted 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

December 15: Advent Speaks Release to Captives 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

December 22: Advent Speaks to God’s Promises Fulfilled 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

December 24: The Reflection of God’s Glory 

Hebrews 1:1-4 

 



Sermon Summary 

Anticipation is a powerful emotion.  It is hopeful expectation. Even in the midst of difficulty, when God seems absent, 
we can be hope-filled.  We need seasons of anticipation in life to keep us emboldened to move forward.  These sea-
sons prepare us for the work of God in our lives.  Advent is all about anticipation ... the emotion of hopeful expectation 
even in the midst of great difficulty.  

BIBLE S.W.A.P.          MY NOTES 
S—Scripture 
Isaiah 64:1-9  
64 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

    so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
2  as when fire kindles brushwood 

    and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

    so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

    you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4 From ages past no one has heard, 

    no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

    who works for those who wait for him. 
5 You meet those who gladly do right, 

    those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 

    because you hid yourself we transgressed.  
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 

    and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7 There is no one who calls on your name, 

    or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

    and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
8 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

    we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 

    and do not remember iniquity forever. 

    Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

W—What Does It Mean and What Can I Obey? 

The hopefulness of the Hebrews returning to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon shines through their confession of 

wrongdoing. Isaiah, speaking on behalf of the remnant who returned and are striving to rebuild their city and the tem-

ple, acknowledges that the people need and want God’s vindication and that “their own sinfulness landed them in this 

mess,” according to Leonora Tubbs Tisdale writing in “Preaching God’s Transforming Justice,” page 1. They deal with 

their spiritual dis-ease by “draw(ing) on their memories of God in the past – God as their creator/potter (v. 8b) and 
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God as their compassionate parent (v. 8a) – as they urge God to intervene in their future.” Professor Sandra Richter 

calls this chapter in Isaiah, “Israel Finally Understands: Our Father,” and they are headed home.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A— Apply 
So what about us? Do we see ourselves as part of the problem?  As being sinful and cut off from God? If we do 
acknowledge our rebellion from God, do we see it only as personal or as part of corporate sins of the church or commu-
nity or nation? In the United States, most folks are affluent by the world’s standards and self-sufficient. Especially dur-
ing Advent, we ramp up on spending, wrest control of personal circumstances, and concede to the culture of “more.” In 
the time of year when Christ is literally breaking through from heaven to earth, we rarely slow down enough to take in 
the meaning and purpose of God’s action toward us in Jesus. Could we pray like the Israelites: “O that you would tear 
open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence.” 
  

The story of the Israelites is one of never-ending hope and abundant love of God toward them. Melannie Svoboda 
writes in “Abundant Treasures,” The Chosen People turn away from God again and again. What does God do? Does 
God throw up his divine hands in disgust and cry, “Enough already?” and zap those Israelites into kingdom come? No, 
God continues to love them, taking them back again and again and again. There seems to be no end to God’s love. 
There is no end to God’s love.” 
 
Advent is a time to revisit the love of God toward us. Use these questions adapted from Brennan Manning in 
“Reflections for Ragamuffins” to guide you in this first week of Advent. 
 

Does faith permeate the whole of your life? 

 
How does faith form your judgments about death, success, the news? 

 
When things are turbulent on the surface of your life, do you retain a quiet calm, firmly fixed in ultimate reality? What 
practices could help you experience quiet calm? 

 
How might your faith shape your Advent season this year? 

 
 

P— Prayer 
God, you break through my sin, our society, our church, and our families in the form of Jesus of Nazareth. Break 
through my distraction, fear, and busyness to abide in my heart this Advent season. Amen.  
 

DECEMBER 1      ADVENT BEGINS WITH THE END 



Sermon Summary 

We have all experienced situations where it seemed no words or actions could bring comfort.  The words of Isaiah 40 
are written to the exiles in Babylon as they sit by the rivers and weep.  They were in what seemed a hopeless situation 
and yet God speaks comfort through the prophet.  And his words should resonate with us ... for we are the exiles of 
today.  We are finite ...  is grass and grass withers ... but the Word of God shall stand forever.  

 

BIBLE S.W.A.P.             MY NOTES 
S—Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11  
40 Comfort, O comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
    that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
    and all people shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out!” 
    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
    their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
    when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
    surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
    but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain, 
    O Zion, herald of good tidings;  
lift up your voice with strength, 
    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,  
    lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Lord God comes with might, 
    and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
    he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
    and gently lead the mother sheep. 
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W—What Does It Mean and What Can I Obey? 
Isaiah the prophet warned the Hebrews of the destruction that was to come. They were part of God’s plan to reveal 
sovereignty over Israel, the nations, and creation at large. This is the focus of Isaiah 1 – 33. Chapter 40 lies in the second 
half of the book that presupposes that the time of the restoration and the Lord’s revelation are at hand. (From the Ox-
ford Annotated NRSV, p 968.)  It’s helpful to read chapters 40 and 1 together. Look for words of a courtroom in Chapter 
1. Look for the words of pardon in Isaiah 40:1-11. What the prophet warned in the beginning or former days -- destruc-
tion of Jerusalem due to Israel’s covenant-breaking ways – happened. What the prophet predicts now in the last or 
latter days – comfort and restoration—will also happen. Because his words came true the first time, Isaiah’s message of 
hope is believable as well. God will restore Zion – this time through the people rather than through the king. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A— Apply 
Just what might this highway of the Lord be used for? For going home. And what of those who cannot walk the path set 
before them? God will carry them in his bosom and gently lead them. And what will this return signal? Good tidings of a 
good God. Sandra Richter writes in “Epic of Eden: Isaiah”, p. 104: “There are many among us who have found them-
selves in such a bad place that there seems to be no road ‘home.’ The addiction is so strong, the marriage so broken, 
the injury so deep, the shame so profound, there is simply nowhere to go. And when the scenario is such that you know 
that it was you who got you here? Well, that only makes the iron bars of despair all the stronger. How can this ever be 
fixed? How can I ever feel whole again? The answer is right here in this oracle. Ours is a God who does the impossible. 
And he starts his story with slaves, prisoners, and exiles. In fact, he specializes in breathing hope into the very lungs of 
despair; lighting lamps in the darkest of places; calling those who have no one his own.”  

If this describes you during this Advent season, how might you hear the words of hope God is offering? If this describes 
a loved one, how might you speak/act for God as Isaiah did, offering hope of restoration, forgiveness, and tender care? 
Comfort is a powerful word that brings to mind a toddler’s “lovey” that has the ability to soothe and make things right.  

Read Psalm 85 and trace the hope of salvation woven through the poem. When salvation comes to those who fear God, 
the Psalmist writes, “Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other.” To be en-
gulfed in God’s promises coming together and surrounding you is true salvation. Jesus brings salvation – at Advent and 
always. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

P— Prayer 
Comfort me, O God. Speak tenderly to me and smooth the way ahead. Amen.  

 

DECEMBER 8     ADVENT SPEAKS COMFORT TO THE AFFLICTED 



Sermon Summary 
We all experience captivity.  Sometimes it is a minor and limited captivity, but other times it is life-stealing and op-

pressive.  Isaiah stresses some important points about captivity, and they are helpful in the context of Advent.  Hope 

is founded on the Lord's love of justice which overthrows oppressive structures, regimes, and conditions in life to 

bring wholeness, joy, and praise. 

BIBLE S.W.A.P.             MY NOTES 
S—Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
    to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
    and release to the prisoners; 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 
    and the day of vengeance of our God; 
    to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
    they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
    the devastations of many generations. 

For I the Lord love justice, 
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
    and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
    that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
    my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
    to spring up before all the nations. 
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W—What Does It Mean and What Can I Obey? 
As we return to Isaiah for this third week of Advent, we read from the “fifth” Servant Song (see also Isaiah 42:1-4, 
49:1-6, 50:4-11, 52:13 – 53:12). The Gospel writers saw Jesus as the Servant and used these passages many places in 
the New Testament (see Matthew 8:14-17, Matthew 12:9-21, and John 12: 36-43, Matthew 16:13-17).  

 

Look for at least five things in this passage that the Servant has been sent to do. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What will those to whom the Servant ministers receive? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

From verses 4-9, name five things that the remnant will be able to do because of the work of the Servant. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A— Apply 
Read Luke 4:16-22. Picture yourself in that congregation. How do you receive Jesus? What similarities do you see be-
tween Jesus’ audience and Isaiah’s? How do you receive the Good News of Jesus? What parts of you that are being 
held captive might be set free by receiving a double portion of God’s grace? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Think about the reason we read from Isaiah and the Gospels during Advent. “People can’t get fixed from within their 
own story; they need a bigger story around them,” writes John David Walt. Or, as Linda J. Vogel puts it in Rituals for 
Resurrection, “Knowing the stories of our faith, and how they connect with our own life experiences, means that we 
can celebrate the faithfulness and grace-bestowing love of God that was given to Abraham and Sarah . . . and to the 
disciples. We can celebrate what is given to us . . . we are therefore able to share in the festivity that grows out of our 
shared stories and visions. Our identity as God’s beloved sons and daughters causes us to seek ways to celebrate and 
repeatedly affirm that we are who we are!” 

 
P— Prayer 
Dear God, this Advent season, let me see myself clothed  with the garments of salvation, and covered with the robe 

of righteousness, ready to celebrate the coming of Christ. Amen 

DECEMBER 15                     ADVENT SPEAKS RELEASE TO CAPTIVES 



Sermon Summary 
Should our faith not be a little disturbed this season?  How can we really understand and appreciate the fulfillment of 
God's salvation if we are not willing to look at the world honestly.  And look at how God works honestly.  Remember … 
it is what disturbs us that defines who we are rather than what reassures us. 
 

BIBLE S.W.A.P.             MY NOTES 
S—Scripture: Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26  
1 I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; 
    with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations. 
2 I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; 
    your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 
    I have sworn to my servant David: 
4 ‘I will establish your descendants forever, 
    and build your throne for all generations.’” Selah 
 
Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said: 
    “I have set the crown on one who is mighty, 
    I have exalted one chosen from the people. 
20 I have found my servant David; 
    with my holy oil I have anointed him; 
21 my hand shall always remain with him; 
    my arm also shall strengthen him. 
22 The enemy shall not outwit him, 
    the wicked shall not humble him. 
23 I will crush his foes before him 
    and strike down those who hate him. 
24 My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; 
    and in my name his horn shall be exalted. 
25 I will set his hand on the sea 
    and his right hand on the rivers. 
26 He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, 
    my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’ 

 

W—What Does It Mean and What Can I Obey? 
John Stephens says we are defined by what disturbs us. In Psalm 89:22-23, God declares that David will face trouble 
from enemies, wicked forces, and foes. In verses 38 – 51, the Psalmist mentions that the king (and therefore, the na-
tion) has been spurned, rejected, plundered, and scorned by his neighbors.  Worse, God has renounced the covenant 
between them, been full of wrath toward him, defiled his crown, broken through his walls, exalted his foes, removed 
the scepter from his hand, and covered him with shame. Now, that’s disturbing! 
 

God’s covenant with Israel seemed to be in jeopardy, despite the language of “hesed” or steadfast love scattered 
through the Psalm.  It’s as if the Psalmist is declaring, “Yeah, yeah, we know God loves us, but have you seen what’s 
happening in the world?” Read all of Psalm 89 and sit with both the promises and the pain. 
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A— Apply 

Often when one is being counseled regarding their calling in life, the question is asked: “What breaks your heart?” The 
idea is that the things that disturb us most in this world are the things we are likely called to live into with our gifts – for 
healing, restoration, justice, and love for others who are experiencing that pain. For the Hebrews, the ultimate disturb-
ance was abandonment by God, or covenant breaking. Every time they neared the edge of destruction, they would re-
member the great promise of God and return to their salvation. Always the return signaled to those around them that, 
“The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.” 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote during times of great trouble in Nazi Germany: “Advent creates new men and women. Look 
up, you whose eyes are fixed on this earth, you who are captivated by the events and changes on the surface of the 
earth . . . Something different than you see daily, something more important, something infinitely greater and more 
powerful is taking place. Become aware of it, be on guard, wait a short while longer, wait and something new will over-
take you! God will come, Jesus will take possession of you and you will be redeemed people!” 

 
What breaks your heart?  

 
What will you do about it? 

 
How can God comfort you in the midst of it? 

 

P— Prayer 

O God, help me to realize that I am your beloved, even when I am disturbed. You are the one in whom I trust. Amen. 

 

 

Going Beyond the Sermon is Digital! 
Download the Chapelwood App 

for the sermons and daily Bible reading plan. 

Go to www.chapelwood.org/sermon 

Text “sermon” to 555-888 

Go to www.chapelwood.org/mynextstep 

 

Going Beyond the Sermon is written by Teresa Rossy, Chapelwood’s Director of Grow Ministries,  
using various commentaries and sources cited above. Notes taken for this series from “The Epic of Eden: 
Isaiah” by Sandra L. Richter and “A Guide to Prayer for All Who Seek God,” published by Upper Room Books. 

 Scripture references are New Revised Standard Version unless otherwise noted.   
The notes are supplemental and do not necessarily reflect the  

thought or intention of the preacher of the day. 

DECEMBER 22   ADVENT SPEAKS TO GOD’S PROMISES FULFILLED 



DECEMBER 24, CHRISTMAS EVE        THE REFLECTION OF GOD’S GLORY 

BIBLE S.W.A.P.              

S—Scripture: Hebrews  1:1-4 

1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spo-
ken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is the reflec-
tion of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he 
had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superi-
or to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  

 

W—What Does It Mean and What Can I Obey? 
The book of Hebrews is an extended sermon intended to encourage and exhort both Jewish and Gentile believers to 
keep the faith and to continue, in spite of hardship and persecution, to have confidence in Jesus Christ. The main argu-
ment that the author repeatedly makes is simply that Jesus is “better than” any other thing or person ever known to 
represent God. Read the prologue (vs. 1-4) slowly to grasp the ways that God’s Son is superior. Like Colossians 1:15-20 
and Philippians 2:6-11, this hymn of the New Testament, portrays Jesus as the image, the reflection, the exact imprint 
of God’s glory. Moreover, he took part in creating the world and he sustains all things by his powerful word. He made 
purification for sins and now sits at the right hand of God. Colossians  says he is “the firstborn of all creation . . . all 
things have been created through him and for him.”  

 

A—Apply 
What better passages are available than those in Hebrews and Colossians for us to recall on Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day, when we focus on Jesus as a baby. Finally, God has given us an image that we can relate to! Rueben Job puts 
it this way, “Clearly, an infinite God has a communication problem with finite humankind. Christians find the answer to 
that problem in Jesus Christ. The mystery of this magnificent universe finds resolution in the mystery of the birth in 
Bethlehem. Jesus Christ came and was clothed in human flesh to let us know who God is and what God is really like. In 
Jesus Christ we see that God is approachable, and to a degree knowable by creatures like us. God can understand our 
condition because God has made us. We can know God because God has been revealed in Jesus Christ.” (A Guide to 
Prayer for All Who Seek God, p. 49) 

What about God seems distant and unknowable to you?  Remember Jesus, God’s image, came as a helpless child. 

What seems too much to ask from the Maker of the Universe? Remember Jesus listened to all who came to him. 

What seems too ordinary in your life to be important to God? Remember Jesus was an ordinary working man. 

What stands in the way of open communication between you and God? Remember God sent his Son for you. 

 
P—Prayer 
Jesus, your birth is a gift to me and to the whole world. You are better than any prophet of old, any high priest, any 
sacrificial system and better even than the angels God sent to announce your birth. I love you and thank God for the 
miracle of your birth on this Christmas Eve. Amen.  



 

  SEASON OF ANTICIPATION BIBLE READING PLAN 

December 1, 2019 Isaiah 64:1-9 

December 2, 2019 2 Kings 25:1-17 

December 3, 2019 Nehemiah 1:1-9; 2:1-8 

December 4, 2019 Ezra 1:2-4 

December 5, 2019 Psalm 80:2-7 

December 6, 2019 Mark 13:24-37; Matthew 12:18-21 

December 7, 2019 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

December 8, 2019 Isaiah 40:1-11 

December 9, 2019 Psalm 85 

December 10, 2019 2 Peter 3:8-15 

December 11, 2019 Mark 1:1-8 

December 12, 2019 Luke 1:5-25 

December 13, 2019 Romans 8:18-25 

December 14, 2019 Galatians 5:2-6 

December 14, 2019 Isaiah 61:1-11 

December 16, 2019 Luke 4:16-22 

December 17, 2019 Luke 1:47-55 

December 18, 2019 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

December 19, 2019 John 1:6-8, 19-28 

December 20, 2019 Psalm 57:1-10 

December 21, 2109 Matthew 16:13-17 

December 22, 2019 Psalm 89 

December 23, 2019 2 Samuel 7:1-16 

December 24, 2019 Hebrews 1:1-4 

December 25,2019 Luke 1:26-45 

December 26, 2019 Hebrews 12:28 

December27, 2019 Matthew 9:9-13 

December 28, 2019 Acts 10:34-43 

December 29, 2019 Luke 2:41-52 

December 30,2019 Colossians 1:15-20 

December 31, 2019 Luke 2:1-14 

January 1, 2020 Exodus 33 

January 2, 2020 John 14 

January 3, 2020 Romans 16:25-27 

January 4, 2020 John 3:1-16 



Go to chapelwood.org/glance for a full list of Advent services, special 

events, and giving opportunities. 


