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We will ask all of our members and supporters to join us in this extraordinary year ahead by 

making your Estimates of Giving for 2021 to the mission and ministry of Chapelwood. 

We can’t wait to see the harvest God will give growth to! 



SERMON SERIES OVERVIEW 
 
We stand at the threshold of a new chapter in our lives.  2020 is behind us and while we still have some sacrifice to 
give to make it through the pandemic brought on by the coronavirus, we can see the light begin to break over the 
horizon.  A new day is in front of us and in front of all those in our community. 
 
2020 has awakened the world the need of community, trust, faith, and spirituality.  But the world will wish to connect 
to those things through old models … they are looking for authentic and creative connections that make a tangible 
difference in their lives. 
 
Chapelwood has been hard at work in 2020 and will continue into 2021, but we have also been prayerfully discerning 
what the post-pandemic world will look for in a community of faith.  We are getting ready for a new mission field.  This 
field is one God is already working … God is sowing the seed as God always has … it is incumbent upon us to make sure 
the soil is ready to receive the seeds.  We have a once in a generation opportunity to cultivate the ground around us 
because our desire is for the seeds of God to be received in transformative ways by those in our world.   
 

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: Matthew 13:1-9 (NRSV) 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he 
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 
them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they 
had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 
7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought 
forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 

Notes: 
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W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey? 
 
Matthew 13:9 in The Message is worded: “Are you listening to this? Really listening?” Jesus wants his disciples (us) to 
pay attention to this parable – to see ourselves as part of a harvest “beyond the farmer’s wildest dreams.” Later in the 
passage when the disciples press him about why he teaches in parables, he responds, “That's why I tell stories: to cre-
ate readiness, to nudge the people toward receptive insight.” Our call during this sermon series is to really pay atten-
tion to Jesus’ words and our own receptivity to it – to obey the call of Jesus to be generous, faithful followers who play 
an active role in advancing the kingdom of God in our present reality. Jerry Webber puts it this way, “All that said, the 
Parable of the Sower and Soils is not so much to be parsed, analyzed, and broken down as it is to be entered into . . . 
prayed . . . meditated upon . . . as we hear the invitations Jesus offers to us through this story . . . as we seek to open 
our lives more fully to God.” 
 
Webber continues, “You will also notice that the odd stories Jesus tells seem to be about one thing, but are most al-
ways about something else. In other words, they have one level of meaning that may be fairly literal, but at other lev-
els, have more spiritual meaning. For example, the Parable of the Soils and Seed is not about farming. Only at its most 
literal level could you say that it is about agriculture. Jesus tells the parable as a spiritual story; therefore, the parable is 
intended to be read with spiritual ears and eyes.  

 

A-Apply 
Through the parable, Jesus indicates there are clear impediments to growth . . . to becoming the fullness for which the 
seed and soil are intended. So the gist of the parable is about identifying those impediments . . . then making genuine 
commitments to cultivate the seedbed in order for the work of God to arise organically within the human heart and 
within the world.  

Our stewardship theme, Seeds of Hope, therefore, speaks to the very nature of how God has ordered the world, the 
way the kingdom of God operates in the world. We live in the present reality, the way things are at the moment. But 
we are always in process, continually being shaped and formed, always becoming the persons God created us to be. 
Like the unplanted seed, the ear of corn, the inactivated yeast, and the soil that is hard, rocky, or full of weeds, we must 
recognize where we are, but not get stuck where we are. We are always in a state of change, always becoming the peo-
ple God created us to be.  

Jesus is inviting us to recognize that each of these four soils live within each of us . . . and he is encouraging us to do the 
work of cultivating – by means of spiritual disciplines and spiritual practices – our lives so that more and more of our 
lives are good soil, receptive to the seed God is sowing within us and in the world.  

He is inviting us to acknowledge: 

Where we are hard and unwilling to allow the seed to penetrate 
  

Where we are rocky and shallow 
  

Where we have weeds and other concerns that choke out Gospel concerns 

 

Where we are like the good soil that yields a harvest and helps to multiply the kingdom of God 

 

In short, every kind of soil lives within me. And every kind of soil lives within you. None of us are 100% good 
soil, just as none of us are 100% rocky soil, or hardened, or weeds. We are all a complex combination of these 
four soil types, according to Webber. 
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God sows seed on all the kinds of soil – EVERYWHERE. And God invites us to join him in sowing seed.  Like our hearts, 
our community consists of every kind of soil. Webber continues, “As God’s own people, we are invited to the same 
gratuity and generosity that is characteristic of God. I wonder about those places in the Memorial area and in Spring 
Branch (in Houston, where Chapelwood UMC is located) that look rocky, full of weeds, or overly hardened . . . the 
places that seem to us to be God-forsaken . . . the places about which you would say, “God could never be at work in 
THAT place!”  
 
Where are those places?  
 
Can you see them in your mind’s eye?  
 
Why do they seem forsaken to you? 
 
 
This parable says to us that God spreads seed everywhere, in EVERY part of the field. That means even in the place 
that appears forsaken and abandoned to you, God has somehow spread seeds of hope. God has planted something of 
God’s kingdom there. It may not be easily apparent. We may have to look hard and turn over a lot of rocks. But some-
how, in some way, God has already planted seeds in that place. 

 

P- Pray 

God, you are a generous sower, investing your goodness in all parts of my heart and all parts of my community. Help 
me cultivate the soil of my life so that I am receptive to your kingdom-building grace and help me willingly sow seeds 
of your grace in the fields all around me. Amen.  

 

Go to www.chapelwood.org/devos  
for Seeds of Hope Daily Devotionals  

 

Going Beyond the Sermon is a ministry of Chapelwood UMC, Houston, Texas. It is designed to draw persons 
deeper into the Scripture, looking for meaning, personal application, and prayer that draws disciples of Je-
sus closer to God, self, others, and the created world. The notes are compiled by Teresa Rossy, Director of 
Grow Ministries. This series draws on notes by Jerry Webber, former Chapelwood pastor of the Center for 
Christian Spirituality and contemplative ministry leader.  To receive Going Beyond the Sermon in your inbox, 
e-mail Laura Frost, lfrost@chapelwood.org to be placed on the distribution list. 


