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We will ask all of our members and supporters to join us in this extraordinary year ahead by 

making your Estimates of Giving for 2021 to the mission and ministry of Chapelwood. 

We can’t wait to see the harvest God will give growth to! 



SERMON SERIES OVERVIEW 
 
We stand at the threshold of a new chapter in our lives.  2020 is behind us and while we still have some sacrifice to 
give to make it through the pandemic brought on by the coronavirus, we can see the light begin to break over the 
horizon.  A new day is in front of us and in front of all those in our community. 
 
2020 has awakened the world the need of community, trust, faith, and spirituality.  But the world will wish to connect 
to those things through old models … they are looking for authentic and creative connections that make a tangible 
difference in their lives. 
 
Chapelwood has been hard at work in 2020 and will continue into 2021, but we have also been prayerfully discerning 
what the post-pandemic world will look for in a community of faith.  We are getting ready for a new mission field.  This 
field is one God is already working … God is sowing the seed as God always has … it is incumbent upon us to make sure 
the soil is ready to receive the seeds.  We have a once in a generation opportunity to cultivate the ground around us 
because our desire is for the seeds of God to be received in transformative ways by those in our world.   
 

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 (NRSV) 

And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the flesh, as infants in 
Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3 for 
you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behav-
ing according to human inclinations? 4 For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are 
you not merely human? 
 
5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I 
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is any-
thing, but only God who gives the growth. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and 
each will receive wages according to the labor of each. 9 For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s 
field, God’s building. 
 

Notes: 
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W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey? 
 
“The presenting problem in these verses, addressed by the Apostle Paul, is the spiritual immaturity of the Corinthian 
Christians, evidenced by quarrels and factions within the Church. Paul believes the Corinthian Christians are acting like 
spiritual infants, organizing into various camps or factions within the Church. Each faction has pledged loyalty to a 
different leader and has dismissed those in the community who have embraced the work and ministry of other leaders. 
To use a contemporary political expression, this congregation was in turmoil over partisan loyalties,” writes Jerry Web-
ber in his notes on this passage for Seeds of Gratitude.  
 
“The factions are a problem. And the squabbles are a problem. And the biggest problem of all is the spiritual immaturi-
ty of the community of faith. How could they ever be in the world in a healing way, serving and offering their lives in 
Jesus’ name, when they couldn’t even get along with one another within the community of faith? 
 
“Some in the Corinthian Church attached themselves to Paul and his work. They were dedicated to Paul’s ministry in 
Corinth so thoroughly that they dismissed the ministry of others who served the cause of Christ in Corinth. Paul had 
been the first Christian missionary to preach the Gospel to the Corinthians, and the seeds he sowed in Corinth resulted 
in the birth of the Christian community in Corinth. Acts 18 illumines Paul’s ministry in Corinth to the Jews in the syna-
gogue, then to the Gentiles there. Verse 8 affirms that Paul planted the Gospel in Corinth: “Many of the Corinthians 
who heard Paul became believers and were baptized,” (Acts 18:8, NRSV). It is not a surprise that many in Corinth would 
feel attached and indebted to Paul as the spiritual father of the Church in that place. He received the accolades of a 
“Founding Pastor.”  
 
“And some of the Corinthian Christians were followers of Apollos. The latter verses of Acts 18 and early verses of Acts 
19 talk about Apollos. He was a Jew from Alexandria in Egypt, and is described as educated and eloquent . . . a man 
who had a grasp of the Old Testament scriptures, but who only knew the baptism of John . . . which probably means 
that Apollos preached repentance and faith in the Messiah, as John did, but that he had an incomplete knowledge of 
Jesus’ life, death, and Resurrection.  
 
“Aquila and Priscilla, friends of Paul who are introduced early in Acts 18 (18:2ff), spent some time with Apollos and 
filled in the gaps in his understanding of Jesus (Acts 18:26). After their instruction, Apollos is armed with the complete 
Gospel message. He immediately begins to preach the Gospel and becomes an effective spokesperson for the message 
of Jesus (Acts 18:28). 
 
“Apollos eventually found his way to Corinth (Acts 19:1), where he followed up on the work Paul had initiated. In a 
sense, Apollos likely played the role of the eloquent and charismatic “Teaching Pastor” who came along after Paul’s 
time in Corinth, building on the work Paul had already done in the Corinthian Church. 
 
“If we merge Acts 18-19 and 1 Corinthians 3, putting together what we know of Paul, Apollos, and the Corinthian Chris-
tians from the two passages, we will find Paul using the language of “planting” or “sowing” seed for his own work in 
Corinth . . . and using the language of “watering” the seed for the work of Apollos in Corinth.   
 
“This is important to remember, for it is the source of the divisions and squabbles in Corinth . . . so that the Church is 
now split as the Christians choose various leaders as their spiritual heads of state,” Webber concludes. 

 

A-Apply 
I (Teresa Rossy) see so many aspects of my growth as a Christian demonstrated in this passage – sparking memories 
that both encourage me toward maturity and warn me to stay aware of the pitfalls of “playing favorites” in the Church. 
This week I read a newsletter from a Christian evangelistic ministry that my husband and I support financially because a 
young man we know serves on staff and we want to encourage him in his Christian leadership journey. This ministry is 
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similar to other campus-based groups that have launched overseas missions with a heart for sharing the Gospel 
worldwide. God used these kind of ministries to shape and form me and Ken in our early days as believers. I read the 
newsletter through the lens of my current spiritual journey and noted that nearly every person depicted in the pages 
was a young, white, college-educated  student who was being invited to receive Christ personally and help others do 
the same. This is an effective evangelism model. 
 
Since those days, other spiritual influencers (like Paul and Apollos, Priscilla and Aquila for the Corinthians) have 
opened my eyes to many more ways of sharing the Gospel and growing toward maturity. Jerry Webber and 
Chapelwood’s Center for Christian Spirituality introduced me to contemplative practices of listening to God in soli-
tude, silence, and stillness.  On the surface, contemplative spirituality and an emphasis on worldwide evangelism 
seem far apart; and yet, both Jerry and I served together on a global missions team in Estonia in 2006. While there we 
introduced the church members to contemplative practices, shared our faith on Christian radio, restored a 100-year-
old church building, ministered to orphans, and taught Bible study. We learned from the Estonians about living as per-
secuted, oppressed Christians in a communist system and how God ushered them out of that. Talk about a Paul and 
Apollos situation! The “apply” part of this Scripture for me is to appreciate ALL the people God placed in my life to 
draw me toward maturity in Christ. One is not better; nor exclusively “right” theologically. All play a role in helping me 
experience God’s presence and discern which spiritual practices and Biblical principles apply in a given situation. I can 
pull from my “storehouse” for just what I need and what someone else might need because of the richness, depth, 
and diversity of my lived Christian experience. 
 
Who has been a Paul or Apollos in your life?  Note a few spiritual truths you learned from each leader in each season 
of your life. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How can you look upon all these experiences with grace and gratitude – even when you may have “moved on” from a 
certain style of teaching or worship that previously shaped you? __________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Where can you trace God’s prevenient, justifying, and sanctifying grace at work in your life through the faith leaders 
you followed? ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 

P- Pray 

Write a prayer of thanks to God for causing the growth in your life. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Go to www.chapelwood.org/devos for Seeds of Hope Daily Devotionals  
 

Going Beyond the Sermon is a ministry of Chapelwood UMC, Houston, Texas. It is designed to draw persons 
deeper into the Scripture, looking for meaning, personal application, and prayer that draws disciples of Je-
sus closer to God, self, others, and the created world. The notes are compiled by Teresa Rossy, Director of 
Grow Ministries. This series draws on notes by Jerry Webber, former Chapelwood pastor of the Center for 
Christian Spirituality and contemplative ministry leader.  To receive Going Beyond the Sermon in your inbox, 
e-mail Laura Frost, lfrost@chapelwood.org to be placed on the distribution list. 


