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We will ask all of our members and supporters to join us in this extraordinary year ahead by 

making your Estimates of Giving for 2021 to the mission and ministry of Chapelwood. 

We can’t wait to see the harvest God will give growth to! 



SERMON SERIES OVERVIEW 
 
We stand at the threshold of a new chapter in our lives.  2020 is behind us and while we still have some sacrifice to 
give to make it through the pandemic brought on by the coronavirus, we can see the light begin to break over the 
horizon.  A new day is in front of us and in front of all those in our community. 
 
2020 has awakened the world the need of community, trust, faith, and spirituality.  But the world will wish to connect 
to those things through old models … they are looking for authentic and creative connections that make a tangible 
difference in their lives. 
 
Chapelwood has been hard at work in 2020 and will continue into 2021, but we have also been prayerfully discerning 
what the post-pandemic world will look for in a community of faith.  We are getting ready for a new mission field.  This 
field is one God is already working … God is sowing the seed as God always has … it is incumbent upon us to make sure 
the soil is ready to receive the seeds.  We have a once in a generation opportunity to cultivate the ground around us 
because our desire is for the seeds of God to be received in transformative ways by those in our world.   
 

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: John 12:20-26 (NRSV) 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and 
Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very tru-
ly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father 
will honor. 

 

Notes: 
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W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey? 
 
For Jesus, the fullness of time and the “hour” of his glory was the time when he would let go of his life, not hold onto 
his life. It is important to realize that Jesus’ glorification is his death. It’s helpful to recall what leads up to this turning 
point in the Gospel of John.  

 

His friend Lazarus has died, and the sisters of Lazarus seek out Jesus to intervene. In the context of this encounter, Je-
sus identifies himself as “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25) and explains that the death of Lazarus and Jesus’ 
intervention with the dead man will glorify God and Jesus: “No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified 
through it.” (John 11:4) 

 

The raising of Lazarus sets off the intense fury of the Jewish leadership with Jesus, and sets in motion their plans to 
seek out Jesus and put him to death (John 11:45-57). So John 12 begins with Mary anointing Jesus with costly oil. Jesus 
makes it clear that this anointing is for his death. When his disciples believe that Mary is wasting oil by using it to anoint 
Jesus, Jesus speaks to the underlying meaning of the anointing, related to his death and burial. 

 

7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 
8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.” (John 12:7-8) 

 

So the combination of raising Lazarus (“I am the resurrection and the life”) and the anointing with oil (“the day of my 
burial”) moves Jesus toward this moment when his hour upon him. Other events move Jesus toward the hour. The en-
trance into Jerusalem amid palm branches and hosannas and the Pharisees’ concern that “the whole world has gone 
after him.” (v. 19). And when our passage opens, indeed, some Greek religious seekers want to meet Jesus, confirming 
the Pharisees’ fear.   

 
It is in this context that Jesus senses his hour has come. “As it turns out, Jesus characterizes his hour and his time to be 
glorified not by using a lofty and exalted image that implies might, success, or control . . . but by using the image of a 
seed that must die, that is, must be planted in the ground if it is to bear fruit. And further, Jesus speaks of his hour and 
his glory in the language of losing, not gaining . . . of releasing and giving up, not grasping and accumulating more,” 
writes Jerry Webber. 

 

A-Apply 
“At a crucial moment in his own life, Jesus moves toward diminishment and death as the path forward, rather than to-
ward acclaim and more public affirmation. Jesus will accomplish his life-mission as God’s Beloved Son not by rising 
above and avoiding death, but by going through death as the way to new life. His life is the seed, and Jesus knows what 
none of his followers, nor the Pharisees, nor the crowds know at this point: He knows that new life is found only 
through death, that many seeds come only when a single seed generously offers his or her life on behalf of others,” 
explains Webber. 
 
“So what does it mean for a seed to die? One biologist, a Benedictine nun, says that the seed must give up its 
‘seediness.’ That is, when it dies, it is no longer recognizable as a seed. It becomes something different. It is trans-
formed. Seeds that are too well protected must be freed from layers of protection. This entire process, while hidden 
from view underneath the soil, actually sounds very radical. So much is happening beneath the soil, when the seed is 
given to the earth, that will transform the seed from a mere object held on the hand, to a living organism that will pro-
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duce something wholly different from what was planted.  

 

“Can we trust this process? Can we trust Jesus that this is not just a law of nature, but a law of discipleship?”   

 

What might God be calling you to release?  Can you imagine releasing that “seed” so that it can be transformed into 
something bigger and life-giving? 

 
 

P- Pray 

Jesus, you gave your life for the whole world and showed your followers that your glory was wrapped up in death. 
Help me trust you in the daily process of dying to self, so that my life might be a generous gift of reckless love for the 
sake of others. Amen. 

 

 

Go to www.chapelwood.org/devos  
for Seeds of Hope Daily Devotionals  

 

Going Beyond the Sermon is a ministry of Chapelwood UMC, Houston, Texas. It is designed to draw persons 
deeper into the Scripture, looking for meaning, personal application, and prayer that draws disciples of Je-
sus closer to God, self, others, and the created world. The notes are compiled by Teresa Rossy, Director of 
Grow Ministries. This series draws on notes by Jerry Webber, former Chapelwood pastor of the Center for 
Christian Spirituality and contemplative ministry leader.  To receive Going Beyond the Sermon in your inbox, 
e-mail Laura Frost, lfrost@chapelwood.org to be placed on the distribution list. 


