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SERMON SERIES OVERVIEW 

During Lent, we want to help you find God's truth by exploring the spiritual meaning of the seven signs performed by 
Jesus that are recorded in the Gospel of John.  A sign always points us toward something.  A sign can direct us to slow 
down or speed up.  A sign can direct us to turn left or turn right.  A sign can also point to someone.  John is very inten-
tional in his word choice of signs instead of miracles.  John wanted us to see how the miracles of Jesus in his gospel 
were pointing to Jesus!  We will discover how these signs point to Jesus and shine a light on his work to bring about 
the new creation.  We want to follow the inspired purpose of the Apostle John himself — to encourage faith in Christ. 

 
BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: John 2:1-11 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples 
had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His 
mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish 
rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled 
them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9 When 
the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine 
first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until 
now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.  

Notes: 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey? 
Immediately before the first of Jesus’ signs in the Gospel of John is recorded, Jesus says this to the newly recruited dis-
ciple, Nathanael in John 1:50-51: “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” And the next thing we know is that Jesus decided to reveal his 
glory at a wedding feast in Cana of Galilee. Heaven opened and connected with the very real “stuff” of earth – a wed-
ding, family, friends, water, and wine. 

At this wedding that Jesus, his mother, and disciples were all invited to – probably a family or close friend is involved – 
the family’s resources gave out in hosting the wedding. “To lack wine, to run out of it at a feast, is a serious problem, 
as serious for a feast like this as being hungry or thirsty in the desert is for wanderers or being tossed in a small boat in 
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SIGNS:  7  MIRACLES AB OUT SOMETHING MORE  

a storm at sea is for sailors,” writes Cynthia Briggs Kittredge in “Conversations with Scripture: The Gospel of John,”  
p. 40. Jesus’ mother reports this to Jesus, who replies, “What concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet 
come.” His mother refers the servants to Jesus, who decides for himself to act: “Fill the jars with water.” The steward 
tasted the wine and said to the bridegroom, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the 
guests have drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”  The steward gives quite an endorsement of the quali-
ty of the wine.  The New Oxford Annotated Bible calls the sign  “a superabundance of good wine.” (See John 6:1-14 for 
a superabundance of bread in another sign). The provision of 120 gallons of fine wine at the end of the party prompts 
belief on the part of the disciples. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A- Apply 
If you aren’t smiling after reading this story, check your pulse and your appetite for a good party. Jesus decides to re-
veal his glory in such a celebratory manner.  Truly, everyone is happy. Make note of everyone in the story in order of 
appearance – the bride and groom, their parents (implied), the guests, including the mother of Jesus, Jesus, and his dis-
ciples, the servants and the chief steward – all of whom would be thrilled with this outcome. Most students of the Gos-
pel of John are taught early and often that this gospel is written so that we may believe (John 20:31). Well, for Jesus, 
providing gallons of fine wine from ordinary water a few days into a wedding celebration is a great way to garner be-
lievers in your glory, which is marked by generosity, goodness, provision, and care for family and friends. Life with Jesus 
is like life with God. Life can be unexpectedly better than ordinary existence. Life with Jesus is NOT DULL! 

Think of a time when you experienced pure joy as a result of your belief in Jesus. What caused you to see Jesus’ hand at 
work in your life? How might remembering this “sign” of Jesus’ presence encourage you today, no matter what your 
current circumstances are like.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
P- Prayer 
Jesus, like the first disciples who saw a sign of your glory at the wedding in Cana, I count on you to reveal your good-
ness, your generosity, and your superabundance of love and care for me today. In your name I pray, Amen. 
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BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: John 4:46-54  
Then he came again to Cana in Galilee where he had changed the water into wine. Now there was a royal official 
whose son lay ill in Capernaum. 47 When he heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went and begged him 
to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. 48 Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and 
wonders you will not believe.” 49 The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my little boy dies.” 50 Jesus said to 
him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started on his way. 51 As he was 
going down, his slaves met him and told him that his child was alive. 52 So he asked them the hour when he began to 
recover, and they said to him, “Yesterday at one in the afternoon the fever left him.” 53 The father realized that this was 
the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he himself believed, along with his whole house-
hold. 54 Now this was the second sign that Jesus did after coming from Judea to Galilee. 

Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey? 
This second sign in John occurs back in Galilee, in Cana. Jesus had traveled there from Jerusalem, through Samaria 
where he met the woman at the well. Cana and Galilee symbolize places favorable to Jesus – his happy place. This 
time, an official seeks a sign, and with that, another group – high-ranking officials – begin to read the signs that point to 
God through Jesus. N.T. Wright says the signs are all occasions when Jesus did what he promised Nathanael that he 
would do (1:51). “They are moments when, to people who watch with at least a little faith, the angels of God are going 
up and coming down at the place where Jesus is. They are moments when heaven is opened, when the transforming 
power of God’s love bursts into the present world.” (“John for Everyone, Part One,” p. 21)  

Jesus’ comment in v. 48 indicates that some people are more interested in the miracle than in what the miracle points 
to – the Word made flesh. Wright compares this to “taking photographs of the road signs rather than driving where the 
signs tell them to.” The official has the proper response: “he himself believed, along with his whole household.” (v. 54) 

 
A- Apply 
Jesus healed the boy who was near death. He sent the father home to be with the boy and the official obeyed because 
he “believed the word that Jesus spoke to him.” Like the official, like Thomas, we are invited to believe in the Word 
made flesh. Do you look for the signs that point to Jesus in the world today? Wright says, “We are not invited to be-
lieve in an abstract idea, or a nebulous feeling, or an indefinable spiritual experience. We are invited to believe in the 
Word become flesh. But genuine faith is always seeking the Word hidden in the flesh, not using the Word simply as a 
way of getting at the flesh.” (p. 53) As you read the stories of Jesus performing signs, look beyond the miracles to 
search for and find the following: 

What the signs tell you about Jesus 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

What the person who sees the sign understands 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 



How the person(s) responds 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Your own response 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

P- Prayer  
God of Glory, signs of your presence and your power are all around me. Give me eyes to see your glory. Give me faith 
to believe that Jesus is the Word. Give me faith to believe even when I cannot see. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

SIGNS:  7  MIRACLES AB OUT SOMETHING MORE  

March 1 John 6:22-59 March 26 John 14:1-14 

March 2 John 6:60-71 March 27 John 14:15-31 

March 3 John 7:1-24 March 28 John 15:1-17 

March 4 John 7:25-44 March 29 Matthew 14:22-27 

March 5 John 7:45-8:11 March 30 Mark 6:45-52 

March 6 John 8:12-30 March 31 John 15:18-27 

March 7 John 8:31-59 April 1 John 16:1-15 

March 8 1 Peter 2:3-9 April 2 John 16:16-33 

March 9 Psalm 118:15-25 April 3 John 17:1-19 

March 10 John 9:1-12 April 4 John 17:20-26 

March 11 John 9:13-34 April 5 Ezekiel 34:11-16 

March 12 John 9:35-10:6 April 6 Psalm 16 

March 13 John 10:7-21 April 7 John 18:1-11 

March 14 John 10:22-42 April 8 John 18:12-25 

March 15 2 Samuel 7:4-17 April 9 John 18:38b-12:16a 

March 16 Psalm 89:19-37 April 10 John 19:16b-40 

March 17 John 11:1-27 April 11 John 19:31-42 

March 18 John 11:28-44 April 12 John 20:1-18 

March 19 John 11:45-57 April 13 Matthew 28:1-20 

March 20 John 12:1-19 April 14 Mark 16:1-8 

March 21 John 12:20-50 April 15 Luke 24:1-12 

March 22 Matthew 14:13-21 April 16 John 20:19-31 

March 23 Luke 9:10-17 April 17 John 21:1-14 

March 24 John 13:1-20 April 18 John 21:15-25 

March 25 John 13:21-38   

SIGNS DAILY READING PLAN 



BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: John 5:1-15  
After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate 
there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. 3 In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and 
paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had been ill for 38 years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had 
been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” 7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no 
one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down 
ahead of me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was made well, and he took 
up his mat and began to walk. 
 
Now that day was a sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been cured, “It is the sabbath; it is not lawful for 
you to carry your mat.” 11 But he answered them, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your mat and 
walk.’” 12 They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take it up and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had been 
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the crowd that was there. 14 Later Jesus found him in 
the temple and said to him, “See, you have been made well! Do not sin anymore, so that nothing worse happens to 
you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 

Notes: 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
The pool of Bethesda was a well-known place of healing north of the Temple mount. Many hospitals today are named after it. 

However, as N.T. Wright points out in “John for Everyone, Part One,” the pool/shrine/healing place doesn’t appear to be very 

successful – the man in this story waited 38 years in this place to be healed. Jesus gets right to the point, “Do you want to be 

healed?” “ . . . a word is all it takes . . . we aren’t even told that the man ‘believed’, but clearly, he must have done, or he wouldn’t 

have obeyed Jesus’ order. He now finds himself launched on the much harder, but much more satisfying, way of life that goes 

with no longer being a cripple,” explains Wright.  There are larger implications in the story as well.  The individual cure happens 

for one man who appears to be part of the systems of his time – the communal place of healing, the Jewish community and its 

laws that include no healing on the Sabbath, and the Roman empire that rules over all of it. It is in this space that Jesus tells the 

man to “Get up!” using the word that is used in the New Testament to describe the resurrection. “Here is part of the inner secret 

of Jesus’ work. He isn’t trying to use one force within the existing creation to put right something else that’s gone wrong with the 

same old creation. He is bringing a new life, a new creation. It bursts through into the present world, bringing healing and new 

possibilities . . . God was healing the sorry, sick old world, and though there might come a time for rest, at the moment it was 

time for the work of new creation to go forward.” (Wright, pp. 57-59) 

A- Apply 
The notes in the New Oxford Annotated Bible (NRSV, p. 1889) for John 5:1-18 call this passage “the sign that failed.” 
Opposition to Jesus’ healing work is laced throughout the passage: the man lingered with no healing for 38 years; Je-
sus gets no response to his question “do you want to be healed?”; the Jews criticize Jesus for performing this work on 
the Sabbath; and the whole incident leads to the Jews seeking to kill Jesus.  
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Where do you see yourself in the man, the system of Bethesda, the system of the Jews?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Where do you see the risen Christ breaking through and addressing you and addressing our current day systems with a 

resurrection message?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“Indeed, just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whomever he wishes.”  

             John 5:21 

P- Prayer 
Jesus, I open myself to you today. I’m listening for your voice saying to me, “Do you want to be made well?” Come, 
Lord Jesus, come. Amen  

 

 

 

 

Worship With Us During Lent 
Every Sunday during Lent, we will provide a tactile or visual “memento” that points back to 

the Sunday message.  These items may be found at the entrances to the Sanctuary and you 

are invited to take one.  Visit chapelwood.org/signs for more explanation and a suggested 

practice for the week. 

Go to www.chapelwood.org/signs for details and more resources. 

SIGNS:  7  MIRACLES AB OUT SOMETHING MORE  



GOING BEYOND THE SERMON                                             MARCH 22:  FEEDING THE  5,000  

BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: John 6:5-14  
When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for 
these people to eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, 
“Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so 
many people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat 
down, about five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to 
those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, 
“Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and from the fragments 
of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14 When the people saw the sign that 
he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 

Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
By the time of the fourth sign in John, large crowds are following Jesus “because they saw the signs that he was doing 
for the sick.” (v. 2) The story of feeding the multitude is also told in Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:32-44 and Luke 9:10-17. 
In fact, it is the only miracle of Jesus recorded in all four Gospels. The details in the John story are important. Pay atten-
tion to the fact that the story is set at Passover time. The rest of Chapter 6 is dominated by the theme of God feeding 
the children of Israel during their wilderness wanderings with bread from heaven. In John 6:35, Jesus says, “I am the 
Bread of Life” and goes on to proclaim in v. 51: “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of 
this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

The abundant amount of food that Jesus provides is significant, like the gallons of water he turned into wine. “All are 
satisfied; all had enough to eat.” This is the ample provision of the Lord who declares, “My people will be filled with my 
bounty.” (Jeremiah 31:14) That there were 12 baskets left over is almost certainly significant, according to “The Pillar 
New Testament Commentary on John” by D.A. Carson. “The Lord has enough to supply the needs of the twelve tribes 
of Israel. All four Gospels draw attention to the number.” (p. 271) 

 
A- Apply 
Watch the interaction of Jesus, Philip, Andrew, and the boy with the bread and fish. “Philip doesn’t know what to do. 
Andrew doesn’t either, but he brings the boy and his bread and fish to Jesus’ attention . . . so often we ourselves have 
no idea what to do, but the starting point is always to bring what is there to the attention of Jesus. You can never tell 
what he’s going to do with it – though part of Christian faith is the expectation that he will do something we hadn’t 
thought of, something new and creative,” according to Wright, p. 73.  
 
What is something in your life that you are not sure about? Will you bring that to Jesus’ attention? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



We have probably all imagined ourselves as participants in the feeding of the 5,000. Go there once again. Sense the 
hunger in your belly, the grass underneath you, the whispers about where the meal is coming from, the baskets being 
passed, the bread in your mouth. What do you make of Jesus? 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

P- Prayer 
Jesus, I am in awe of the signs you performed during your ministry and the ones you are enacting today as the risen 
Christ. Thank you for feeding me with bread from heaven. In Your Name I pray. Amen. 

SIGNS:  7  MIRACLES AB OUT SOMETHING MORE  

Go Beyond the Sermon Every Week 
Going Beyond the Sermon is written by Teresa Rossy, Chapelwood’s Director of Grow Ministries,  

using various commentaries and sources cited above.  Going Beyond the Sermon is supplemental and does 

not necessarily reflect the thought or intent of the preacher of the day. 

 

www.chapelwood.org/sermon  
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BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: John 6:16 - 24  
When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It 
was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea became rough because a strong wind was blow-
ing. 19 When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, 
and they were terrified. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they wanted to take him into the boat, 
and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 
22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there had been only one boat there. 
They also saw that Jesus had not got into the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. 23 Then 
some boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So 
when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves got into the boats and went to 
Capernaum looking for Jesus. 

Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
John 6:15 explains why Jesus and the disciples did not all get into the boat together after feeding the 5,000. “When Je-
sus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain 
by himself.” Matthew 14:22-23 says that Jesus stayed behind to dismiss the crowds and then went up the mountain by 
himself to pray. N.T. Wright explains that we should understand all of John 6 in context of the Exodus, as we did with 
the feeding of the 5,000. God, with Moses as prophet, fed the Israelites with manna – bread from heaven. God, with 
Moses as leader, parted the Red Sea, so the Hebrew slaves could escape from Egypt. Jesus, now being perceived as a 
prophet among the people, also crosses the sea. The disciples, watching from the boat, would no doubt see this sign in 
terms of the Exodus story. “They (the signs) are there as moments in the text when the strange glory of the Word-
made-flesh shines through, not so much because Jesus can do whatever he wants but because this particular thing is so 
closely associated with what Israel’s God does at a key moment in Israel’s history.” (Wright, p. 76) 

 
A- Apply 
Wright suggests using the story of Jesus walking on water as a theme for meditation. Think of a time when metaphori-
cally speaking, the wind rose up and sea became rough in your life. As you struggle to make your way through, are you 
aware of a presence with you? Can you listen, through the roar of the waves and the wind, for the voice that says, “It’s 
me; don’t be afraid.” Can you see taking Jesus on board with you? And with that image, can you imagine arriving safely 
in the harbor, sooner than expected, and calmly stepping out of the boat onto dry land with Jesus by your side? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

P- Prayer 
Jesus, you appear in my life at exactly the right time – when I am untethered, tossed by the winds, making my way 
through the dark. Thank you for showing up and leading me to safety. Amen. 
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BIBLE S.W.A.P. 
S—Scripture: John 9:1-7  
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his par-
ents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 
when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on 
the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the 
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 

Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
In this story, Jesus emphatically states that sin and suffering are not automatically connected. “Jesus’ disciples make 
the mistake of connecting suffering or disability with sin or wrongdoing (or at least questionable choices) when they 
ask, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ But Jesus, in no uncertain terms, promptly 
and emphatically corrects them: ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned.’ In other words, we should not assume a 
connection between sin and suffering. Their question is a bad question – useless at best and harmful at worst,” writes 
Jaime Clark-Soles in “Reading John for Dear Life,” p. 47. 

Clark -Soles also states that the man who is healed in this story is a hero in the Gospel of John because he models good 
discipleship. Read the entire chapter, with vs. 1-7 as Scene 1; and the rest of the story as the reactions of the neigh-
bors, Pharisees, the man’s parents, and Jesus himself.  “He gets healed, encounters Jesus repeatedly, worships Jesus, 
speaks truth to power, takes risks for the gospel, and truly embraces the abundant life God gives,” summarizes Clark-
Soles, p. 59.  

A - Apply 

The applications in John 9 are rich and layered. Jesus sought out the man to offer him sight. The man who is healed 
continues to be called blind.  His past is part of his present and is not to be ignored or hidden in shame. His relationship 
with Jesus continues to grow well beyond his healing. His belief deepens as he continues to encounter Jesus. This man 
with no name or status has an enduring testimony to this day.  
 
Where do you see similarities with your own life?  How has Jesus sought you?   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How are you continuing to encounter Jesus and worship Him more fully?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

P – Prayer 

Jesus, may the healing that you offered the blind man be mine as well. I thank you for seeking me, healing me, and giv-
ing me a relationship with you that changes me from the inside out.  Amen.  
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 BIBLE S.W.A.P. 

S—Scripture: John 11:17-27 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusa-

lem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their broth-

er. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to 

Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you 

whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will 

rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe 

in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

Notes:___________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
W-What Does it Mean and What Can I Obey?  
Read all of John 11 aloud. It will take you through the story of this last sign in John’s gospel, up to the beginning of Je-
sus’ final days on earth. Jaime Clark-Soles, in “Reading John for Dear Life,” suggests that this chapter should be titled 
“The Confession of Martha.” She is the one who receives Jesus’ statement that we cling to especially on Easter: “I am 
the resurrection and the life.”  Her reply to Jesus’ question, “Do you believe this?” affirms what Jesus and John urge us 
to respond – “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” (v. 27) 

Clark-Soles points out that, “John tells us this about Jesus: ‘The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world’ (1:9). That’s just part and parcel of who Jesus is: He is always the one coming into the world, every minute 
of every day, seeking us out. Every moment of every day is ripe with the promise of resurrection and life. The point is 
not to escape the world but to transform it such that it promotes the flourishing of all creation, the creation that God 
carefully orchestrated. God is always at work in the world, in embodied lives.” 

A—Apply 

The outcome of this story is overwhelmingly marvelous. Lazarus is raised!  Death is defeated. And yet, Jesus’ decisions 
and actions leading up to this moment are hard to understand. We are told in v. 5 that Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and 
Lazarus and yet he did not rush to their sides immediately upon hearing of Lazarus’ illness. How do you react to this?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

When the disciples ask why they would go back to Judea – a place of persecution for Jesus – he is clear that he is going 
there, but that Lazarus is already dead, and he is glad so that the disciples would believe (vv. 7-16). How does that sit 
with you? _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

And finally, Martha’s conversation with Jesus carries elements that we all must acknowledge in our own lives. Clark-
Soles notes that Martha struggles with the “if only” nature of past mistakes. She yearns for the “sweet by-and-by” of 
the life to come. “But Jesus wants her to turn her face toward him and train her eyes on the very full, abundant present 
that is available here and now in his presence; so he declares, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”  
(vv. 26-26, pp. 72-73) 

P—Pray 

Dear Jesus, give me eyes to see you coming into the world, every minute of every day, seeking me out and restoring 
creation. Thank you for transforming me and transforming the world. In your Name, I pray. Amen.  


