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Sermon Summary 

 

When God makes a promise, it’s not a matter of “if” but “when” that promise is fulfilled. 

Abraham and Sarah find themselves, on more than one occasion, waiting for the fulfillment of a 

promise. As we pull back the layers of this incredible story of love and faithfulness, we gain 

insight into the beauty of the covenant life. What can we learn from Abraham and Sarah’s 

Waiting Game? I guess you will have to wait and see! 

 

S-SCRIPTURE 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 

God Almighty;
 
walk before me, and be blameless. 

2 
And I will make my covenant between me and 

you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 
3 
Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to 

him, 
4 

“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 

nations. 
5 
No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 

made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 
6 
I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 

make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 
7 
I will establish my covenant between me 

and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, 

to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 
8 
And I will give to you and to your offspring 

after you, the land where you are now an alien, all the land of Canaan, for a perpetual holding; 

and I will be their God.” 
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W-WHAT  
(What Does It Mean?) If the language in this passage sounds familiar to you, a reader of the 

book of Genesis, that’s because it is a repeat of God’s promise to Abraham in chapters 12 and 

15. This time, God is bringing the promise into focus for Abraham and Sarah once again. This 

time, God is preparing to bring the covenant to fulfillment.  

 

Remember the covenant with Abraham is three-fold. It is a promise of Land (Canaan), Lineage 

(“Kings will spring from you.”) and Legacy (“I will make you the father of a great nation.”) Dr. 

John Holbert comments on the story in The Storytellers Companion to the Bible, “The old 

promise rings in Abram’s ears once again. But can a ninety-nine-year-old man be a father of 

anything at all? Still, at this point in the drama, Abram’s response to the reiterated, and 

increasingly absurd, promise of a child is to “fall on his face” (17:3), an ancient way of 

expressing complete obedience and trust in a superior. This is a symbol of the kind of trust 

Abram showed at Genesis 12:1-3, when he left his home at the call of God, and at Genesis 15:6, 

when he believed God in the face of his lack of an heir.” (p.83) 

 

Since the time God first made the covenant with Abram and Sarai, 24 years have passed. God 

has revealed God’s self in a variety of ways. In Genesis 12:1, God is called LORD. In 15:1, the 

word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision. In this passage, God is called God Almighty, El 

Shadday. “Here is seems to imply a most ancient reality; the one who is appearing to Abram has 

been God from of old, who is behind the promise all these years.” (The Storytellers Companion, 

p. 83). Significantly, Abram and Sarai are given new names. Abram’s name shifted from 

something like “exalted father” to “father of a multitude.” Sarai becomes Sarah, a dialectical 

variant of the same Semitic word that means “princess” or “chieftainess.” In that day, when a 

person was promoted to a new position it was common for the patron to change that person’s 

name in order to signify the new role. “Thus, when Yahweh changes his clients’ names, he 

formalizes their new roles as the parents of a new line of chosen people. Basically, what we have 

here is the designation of a new Adam and Eve.” (Sandra Richter in Epic of Eden, p. 163)  

 

(What Can I Obey?)  
Something in God’s speech to Abram sounds a lot like Jesus. Listen to these translations of 

Genesis 17:1: 

“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. New Revised Standard Version 

“I am El Shaddai: walk before me and be perfect.” John Holbert 

“I am the Strong God, live entirely before me, live to the hilt! The Message 

“I am the Almighty; obey me and live as you should.” The Living Bible 

“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly father is perfect.”   

Matthew 5:48, Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount. 

How might you live in the presence of God – open and obedient – with the intention to live 

blamelessly, as you should, to the hilt, in maturity and Christian perfection? Living within the 

new covenant in Christ, the full, abundant, Spirit-filled life is not just a distant promise, but a 

present reality.  Is it possible to believe this promise by faith, as Abraham and Sarah believed the 

promise of God to be the parents of a great nation? Now that’s a promise to obey! 
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A-APPLY 

Abraham and Sarah eventually have the child that God promised 25 years earlier.  They name 

him Isaac, which means “laughter.” We see them laughing out loud at God’s promise in the 

narrative. The child named Isaac was reminder to them of God’s faithfulness and God’s big plans 

to use faithful followers to bless the whole world. What audacious promise is God trying to 

communicate to you and your family?  Can you hear God’s voice and trust that your present 

reality will eventually become something beyond your wildest imagination? 

 

 

P-PRAYER 
God Almighty, thank you for establishing your covenant with Abraham and Sarah and their 

descendants, including me.  Let my faith in you be “reckoned to me as righteousness” so that I 

may walk blamelessly before you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 
(This material is written by Teresa Rossy, drawing from various commentaries and sources cited above. It is intended to be 

supplemental and not necessarily to reflect the thought or intent of the preacher of the day.) 

 

 

Next week’s Scripture: Genesis 27:30-40. Click the links below to access the 

sermon audio, video, and other helps. 
 

 

 

 

 

TO CATCH THE SERMON AND OTHER HELPS 

 
Click here to listen to the audio version. 

 

 

Click here to watch the video version.  

 

 

 

Text “sermon” to 555-888 to receive snippets from the sermon Monday-Friday. 

 

E-mail lfrost@chapelwood.org to receive the “Going Beyond the Sermon” in your inbox. 

 

 

 Click here to learn more about Bible S.W.A.P., a simple method to encounter Scripture. 
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